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IN THIS REPORT statistics are presented on the number and charac- 
teristics of persons 6 years and over with vision impairments. These 
statistics are based on data collected in the Health Interview Survey 
within the civilian, noninstitutional population of the United States, The 
survey shows an estimated 5,029,000 visually impaired persons, of 
whom 969,000 cannot read ordinary newsprint and 310,000 cannot see 
the features of friends and/or moving objects. In the detailed tables in- 
formation derived from material collected during the period July 1963- 
June 1964 is shoum on the degree of vision impairment by sex, age, in- 
come, education, color, region, and residence. 

An earlier report on selected impairments (Health Statistics, Series B, 
Number 35) provided information on vision impairments for the period 
July 1959- June 1961; however the earlier data did not provide for the 
detailed description of degree of vision impairment and characteristics 
of the impaired that can be obtained from the present estimates. Data 
are presented on activity limitation due to impaired vision, receipt of 
financial aid, receipt of "talking books," restriction of social activities, 
living arrangements, and employment status. 



SYMBOLS 

Data not available — 

Category not applicable 

Quantity zero 

Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of 
reliability or precision * 



CHARACTERISTICS OF 



VISUALLY IMPAIRED PERSONS 



Ronald W. Wilson, Division of Health Interview Statistics 



INTRODUCTION 

This is the first report containing detailed 
data on vision impairments to be released by the 
Health Interview Survey since "Selected Impair- 
ments" {Health Statistics, Series B, Number 35) 
was issued in 1962. As a consequence of the 
earlier report, which was based on a functional 
criterion of ability to read ordinary newsprint, 
there were a number of requests for more de- 
tailed information on vision impairments. In 
order to meet these requests for additional data, 
the sections of the survey questionnaire dealing 
with vision problems were expanded for the 
collection of more detailed information which 
could be used to assess functional loss of vision. 

Where vision loss was indicated by re- 
sponses to the household interview, a supple- 
mentary set of questions was administered. This 
supplement was designed to elicit information on 
activity limitation due to vision problems, receipt 
of financial aid, receipt of "talking books," re- 
striction of social activities, types of physical 
aid needed, cause of visual impairments (not 
discussed in this report), living arrangements, 
and employment status. The data from the new 
questions on vision permit a more detailed 
categorization of the degree of vision impairment, 
as well as a better, more complete description 
of visually impaired persons. 



SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS 
OF DATA 

The information contained in this publication 
is derived from household interviews conducted 
by the Health Interview Survey (HIS) in cooperation 
with the U.S. Bureau of the Census in a probability 
sample of the civilian, noninstitutional population 
of the United States. The sample is so designed 
that interviews are conducted during every week 
of the year. During the 52-week period from July 
1963 through June 1964, the sample was composed 
of approximately 42,000 households which included 
about 134,000 persons living at the time of the 
interview. 

A description of the design of the survey, 
the methods used in estimation, and the general 
qualifications of data obtained from surveys is 
presented in Appendix I. Since the estimates in 
this report are based on a sample of the population 
rather than on the entire population, they are 
subject to sampling error. Therefore, particular 
attention should be paid to the section entitled 
"Reliability of Estimates." Sampling errors for 
most of the estimates are of relatively low magni- 
tude. However, where an estimated number or 
the numerator or the denominator of a rate or 
percentage is small, the sampling error may be 
high. 
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Some of the estimates included in the de- 
tailed tables have levels of reliability which are 
below the standards usually required for publi- 
cation by the Health Interview Survey, Although 
it is not general policy to publish figures which 
do not meet the usual standards of reliability, an 
exception is often made in the case of reports 
based on supplements. In order to use these data 
to full advantage and to show trends which are 
considered logical and important, it is some- 
times necessary to show smaller figures. These 
figures are marked by asterisks to call special 
attention to them. 

Certain terms from this report are defined 
in Appendix 11, Because many of the terms have 
specialized meanings to serve the purpose of the 
survey, one is advised to familiarize himself with 
these definitions. 

The questionnaire used to obtain data on 
vision impairments during the period July 
1963-June 1964 is shown in Appendix IV, This 
questionnaire also included other questions, which 
were asked during the interview, about the health, 
medical care, and basic demographic character- 
istics of all persons in the household. Two 
points should be kept in mind. One question 
used in determining the degree of vision im- 
pairment concerns the ability to read newsprint. 
Although interviewers were instructed in how 
to apply this question to persons who were 
illiterate, many illiterate respondents will not 
volunteer that they cannot read, thus causing a 
bias in the reported data. As with certain other 
chronic conditions and impairments, there is also 
some emotional resistance to blindness which can 
lead to an underreporting of vision problems. 

No attempt was made to equate blindness 
in the legal sense with the degree of vision impair- 
ment as determined in the interview, because a 
visual acuity test is basic to the legal definition of 
blindness: ”A person shall be considered blind 
whose central ’dsual acuity does not exceed 
20/200 in the better eye with corrective lenses 
or whose visual acuity, if better than 20/200, 
has a limit to the field of vision to such a degree 
that its widest diameter subtends an angle of no 
greater than 20 degrees," ^ 



^American Association of Workers for the Blind, Inc.: 
Blindness-1966. Washington, D. C. p. 99. 



Because it was not feasible to administer a 
visual acuity test during the interview, visual 
acuity was not used to independently validate 
the classification of degree of impairment which 
was developed from the content of the survey 
questionnaire. Detailed descriptions of visual 
acuity can be found in "Binocular Visual Acuity 
of Adults" (Vital and Health Statistics, Series 
11, Number 3) and in "History and Examination 
Findings Related to Visual Acuity Among Adults" 
(Series 11, Number 28), These reports are based 
on data gathered in the Health Examination Survey, 

Vision Impairment Classifications 

Before July 1, 1964, all vision impairments 
reported in the survey were classified in one of 
the following four categories of the Classification 
of Impairments (X-Code): 

XOO - Blindness, both eyes 

XOl - Blind in one eye, other eye defective 
but not blind 

X02 - Blind in one eye, other eye good or 
not mentioned 

X05 - Impaired vision except as in X00-X02, 
one or both eyes 

The X-Code was used in this report only to 
identify persons to be included in the analysis, 
that is, those who were visually impaired. Any 
person who r?ported an eye condition which re- 
ceived an X-Code (XOO, XOl, X02, X05) was in- 
cluded in the analysis, but the degree of impair- 
ment was determined from a new classification 
scheme, rather than the X-Code, 

The earlier report on HIS data covering the 
period July 1959- June 1961 (Series B- Number 35) 
divided the portion of the X-Code covering visual 
impairment into two categories, "severe visual 
impairments" (code XOO) and "other visual im- 
pairments" (XOl, X02, and X05), By definition, the 
XOO code includes all persons who cannot read 
ordinary newsprint, even when wearing glasses. 

In an attempt to obtain more information 
about economic, social, and health character- 
istics of visually impaired persons a contract 
was negotiated with Dr, Milton Graham of the 
American Foundation for the Blind to develop 
a set of supplemental questions to be asked of 
persons reporting vision problems. In addition, 
several new questions were devised which would 
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elicit information basic to a more detailed classi- 
fication of persons with vision impairments. 

All persons 6 years old and over who re- 
ported an eye condition or a vision problem dur- 
ing the interview were asked an additional set of 
questions at the end of the interview (fig. 1). 
These questions determined the degree of seri- 
ousness of the vision problem as well as which 
one, if either, of two sets of supplemental ques- 
tions would be asked. Both supplements (Sections 
A and B) are reproduced in Appendix IV. The 
content of the two supplements was basically 
the same, but section B, which was administered 
to respondents with more severe vision problems, 
contained a few questions on light, color, and 
motion perception. The interviewers were in- 
structed to make callbacks if necessary, to get 
a person to respond for himself on the supple- 
ment. 

Since the same questions were not asked 
of all persons with vision impairment, it is 
important to study the design of the interview 



as outlined in figure 1 in order to understand 
the different combinations of questions. Overall, 
about 30 percent of the visually impaired per- 
sons were administered a supplement. Table 
A shows the percent of visually impaired per- 
sons who were asked the supplement questions, 
by degree of vision impairment and age. Supple- 
ments were given to virtually all of the persons 
who could not read newsprint. ^ 

A more detailed classification of visually 
impaired persons was developed, using data ob- 
tained from the questionnaire (table B, table 1, 
columns d-1 through d-4, and question 1 of sec- 
tion B of the supplement; Appendix IV). This 
new classification is shown below. 
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Two sample persons who could not read newsprint were, 
through error, not administered a supplement. Thus, the esti- 
mate of persons who could not read newsprint derived from 
the basic interview data amounts to 969,000 (see table 1), 
while that derived from the supplement is 966,000 (see table 
20 ). 



(c) 

Can you see well 
enough to read 
ordinary newsprint 
with glasses ? 

No 



Yes 



Table B of questionnaire 



(d) 



Can you see well 
enough to recognize 
the features of 
people you know? 

No No 

Any combination of yes and no 



(e) 

Can you see 
objects that 
move, such as 
cars or people? 



Yes 



Yes 



Supplement, section B 
Supplement, section A 

— — ► Can you see 
well enough to 
step down? 

Yes 



Table B 

(h) 

Can you see a 
friend across 
the street? 

Yes — 



Stop 



Table B 



No to either question 



(j) 



How much 
trouble do 
you have 
seeing 

Great deal | 
Some I 

Hardly any 
None 



Supplement, 
section A 



Stop 



Figure I.' Screening pattern for vision supplements. 
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Detailed Classification of Persons With a Vision 
Impairment 

Both eyes involved 

Cannot read newsprint 

Cann ot see features, moving objects, or 
light 

C annot see features or moving objects; 
can see light 

Can see one and not the other (features 
and moving objects) 

Can see both features and moving objects 
Can read newsprint 

Cannot see features and/or moving objects 
Great deal of troubl ^ seein g (can see 
features and moving" objects) 

Cannot see a friend across the street 
Can see a friend across the street 
Some trouble seein g (can see features 
and moving objects) 

Cannot see a friend across the street 
Can see a friend across the street 
None or hardly any trouble seeing (can 
see features and moving objects)— no 
supplement needed 

Cannot see a friend across the street 
Can see a friend across the street 
No vision problem reported (positive 
responses to all of Table B of die 
questionnaire) 

Degree of vision problem unknown 
One eye involved 

Unknown if one or both eyes involved 

In much of the analysis that follows, however, 
this classification has been collapsed into four 
basic categories: 

1, Both eyes involved — toial 

2, Both eyes involved — cannot read news- 
print 

3, Both eyes involved — can read newsprint 

4, One eye involved 

Appendix III presents a discussion of the 
development of the new vision classification. 
Table I in this Appendix shows the relationship 
of the degree of vision impairment categories 
to the original X-Code, 

For several reasons a number of items on 
the questionnaire are not analyzed separately 
in this report. These items, intended primarily 
to screen visually impaired persons or to pro- 



Table A. Percent of visually impaired 
persons aged 6 years and over who were 
given the vision supplement, by age and 
degree of visual Impairment: United 

States, July 196 3- June 1964 



Degree of visual 
impairment 


All 

ages 


6-64 

years 


65 

years 

and 

over 


Total visually 
impaired per- 
sons^ 


29.3 


Percent 

17.7 


42.0 


Both eyes involved^ - 


45.9 


33.0 


55.7 


Cannot read news- 
print 


99.7 


99.7 


99.7 


Can read news- 
print 


15.2 


11.0 


19.7 


One eye involved 


10.2 


4.7 


19.0 



^Includes unknown number of eyes in- 
. volved. 

^Includes unknown degree of impairment . 



vide information for use in the development of 
the degree of impairment categories, were con- 
sidered inappropriate for analytical purposes. 
In some instances, the number of persons re- 
sponding positively to certain questions was too 
small to allow reliable estimates. For example, 
only one person in the sample reported using a 
dog guide and only two reported ever receiving 
instructions in traveling with a dog guide. Thus, 
these items were not included in the analyses of 
this report. 

Age Differences Between General Population 
and Visually Impaired Persons 

In this report a number of comparisons are 
made between the total population and the visually 
impaired persons. It is important to keep in mind 
the differences in age distribution between these 
two groups, even when age- specific comparisons 
are made (table B). About 10 percent of the 
general population (over 6 years of age) are 65 
years or older while one-half of the total number 
of visually impaired persons are 65 or older. 
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Table B. Percent distribution of total population and visually impaired persons, by 

age: United States, July 196 3- June 1964 



Age 



All ages, 6 years and over* 

6-17 years 

17-44 years 

45-64 years 

65-74 years 

75 years and over 

6-64 years 

65 years and over 



Total 

popu- 

lation, 

6 years 
and over 



Visually im- 
paired persons 



T 



Total 



Adminis- 

tered 

vision 

supple- 

ment 



Percent distribution 



100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


25.5 


6.2 


2.2 


40.6 


18.1 


8.3 


23.4 


27.7 


20.8 


6.9 


21.6 


22.0 


3.7 


26.4 


46.7 


89.4 


52.0 


31.4 


10.6 


48.0 


68.7 



But there are also marked differences between 
the two groups for those 65 years and older; 
one-third of the general population over 64 is 
also over 74, while more than half of all the 
visually impaired persons over 64 are also 
over 74. Thus, even within age categories, the 
impaired persons represent an older segment 
of the population. 

Trend of Vision Impairment 

In table C the rates of visual impairments 
for July 1959- June 1961 are compared with 
those for July 1963- June 1964. The earlier 
time period was selected for comparison be- 
cause of the availability of impairment data 
collected during that period (Series B-Number 
35). The categories by degree of impairment 
shown in this table are somewhat different from 
those used in the other tables because an attempt 
was made to present comparable data for the 
two periods. The difference in rates between the 
two periods for persons with "severe vision 
impairments" is small, especially when the 
different age bases for the rates are considered. 
The marked increase in the estimate of total 
vision impairments over the earlier period is 



principally reflected in the category, "other 
visual impairments." Although the basic ques- 
tions on eye problems have remained the same, 
except for changes Initiated in the recent supple- 
ment, there has been a gradual increase in the 
number of reported vision impairments. This 
increase may reflect, to some extent, an im- 
provement in interviewing techniques. 

DEGREE OF VISION IMPAIRMENT 

Because of the disproportionate number of 
visually impaired persons in some of the age- 
sex groups, particularly in some of the cate- 
gories showing the degree of impairment, it is 
not possible to show in a single table a meaning- 
ful description of visual impairment in various 
segments of the population. In table 1 the dis- 
tribution by degree of impairment is shown in 
some detail for males and females and for two 
broad age groups, and in table 2 the degrees 
of impairment have been combined in order to 
show the distribution in more detail by age for 
each sex. 

Data collected during the period July 1%3- 
June 1964 show an estimated 5,029,000 persons 
with vision impairments, a prevalence rate of 
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Table C. Rate of visual impairments per 1,000 persons aged 6 years and over, by degree 
of impairment, sex, and age: United States, July 1959-June 1961 and July 1963-June 
1964 



Sex and age 



Both sexes 

All ages,, 

6 years and over- 

6-64 years--- — — 

65 years and over 

, Male 

All ages, 

6 years and over- 

6-64 years- 

65 years and over 

Female 

All ages, 

6 years and over- 



6-64 years- — ---- 
65 years and over 



All visual 
impairments 


Severe visual 
impairments^ 


Other visual 
impairments 


1959-61^ 


1963-64 


1959-612 


1963-64 


1959-61“ 


1963-64 




Rate per 1,000 persons 






19.8 


'^31.3 


5.6 


^6.9 


14.2 


3 24. 4 


11.4 


18.2 


2.0 


2.3 


9.4 


15.9 


108.4 


141.9 


43.2 


46.0 


65.3 


95.9 


19.1 


29.3 


5.0 


5.3 


14.2 


24.0 


12.0 


19.0 


2.1 


2.0 


9.9 


17.0 


101.2 


125.3 


38.0 


36.6 


63.4 


88.7 


20.5 


33.1 


6.2 


8.4 


14.3 


24.7 


10.8 


17.4 


2.0 


2.6 


8.8 


14.9 


114.3 


155.2 


47.4 


53.6 


66.9 


101.6 



^X-Code = XOO. 

^1959-61 data are from Series B, Number 35, table B, p.6. Data are for all ages. 

^Using all ages as the base, figures would be as follows: all visual impairments— 

27.1, severe visual impairments— 6.0, other visual iii 5 >airments— 21.1. 



31.3 per 1,000 population. For about one-half 
(53.0 percent) of the visually impaired, both 
eyes were involved and for 20 percent (an esti- 
mated 969,000 persons) both eyes were involved 
to the extent that ordinary newsprint could not 
be read. Those who reported that ±ey had little 
or no visual difficulty, even though both eyes 
were involved, together with those who had only 
one eye involved, made up three-quarters of ±e 
total number of impaired persons. The estimated 
number of persons who have no vision or only 
light perception was about 132,000 persons, 0.9 
per 1,000 pqpulation (table 1). 

Females reported an overall higher rate 
of vision impairment ±an did males, particularly 
at the older ages. For example, Aerate per 1,000 
females 75 years and over was 243.7 as com- 



pared with 199.8 for males. The degree of visual 
impairment was also greater among females. 
Of Aose persons with both eyes involved, 22.5 
percent of the females and 15.3 percent of Ae 
males were unable to read newsprint. In addition, 
a greater proportion of the impaired males had 
only one eye involved, 54.1 percent compared 
with 38.1 percent for females. Data from Ae 
earlier study indicates this higher proportion 
of males with one eye involved may be partially 
due to the fact that injury was named more 
frequently among males as the cause of vision 
impairment, 26.8 percent as opposed to the 
7.1 percent rate for females. 

As expected, the prevalence rate showed 
a marked increase with age, ranging from 7.7 
per 1,000 persons 6-16 years of age to 225.0 
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per 1,000 persons 75 years and over, that is, 
almost a quarter of the persons 75 and over. 

Table D presents a slight rearrangement 
of the data in tables 1 and 2 for persons with 
both eyes involved in the vision impairment. 
The ability to see features of friends and/or 
moving objects is the major variable in table D, 
with the ability to read newsprint secondary. 
An estimated 310,000 persons cannot see features 
and/or moving objects; of these, 59,000 cannot 
see light. 

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

Income 

The number of persons reporting vision 
impairment differs greatly by family income. 
The prevalence rate per 1,000 persons with in- 
comes under $2,000 was 92.3 compared with 
15.9 for persons with incomes over $7,000 
(table 3). Persons under 65 years of age with 
incomes under $2,000 had a prevalence rate 
more than four times larger than persons in the 
same age group with incomes over $7,000. Per- 
sons 65 years of age and over in the lowest 
income category reported vision impairments at 
a rate almost twice that of the highest income 
category. In addition, persons with lower in- 
comes reported a greater degree of impairment 
than those with higher incomes, particularly 
among persons under 65 years of age (table 4). 



For example, among persons under 65 with in- 
comes under $2,000, 58.8 percent reported both 
eyes involved, while the comparable figure for 
persons with incomes over $7,000 was 32.4 per- 
cent. 

The higher prevalence of visual impairments 
among the lower income categories cannot be 
explained solely by the inability of persons in 
the lower income groups to obtain corrective 
lenses. Recent data from the Health Interview 
Survey indicate that some differences by income 
are found in the percentage of persons wearing 
corrective lenses (particularly in the lower age 
groups), and that a slightly higher proportion 
of persons in the lower income categories had 
obtained their last glasses over 2 years ago. 
However, these differences were not large enough 
to account for the disparity in impairment rates. 

Even though the measure of income used in 
the Health Interview Survey is the combined 
family income, it is reasonable to assume that, 
at least in families where the major bread- 
winner is visually impaired, the impairment 
itself is probably a factor contributing to the 
low income. 

Education 

Persons with less than 9 years of education 
reported considerably higher rates of vision 
impairment than persons with 9 years or more 



Table D. Number of visually impaired persons with both eyes involved, by degree of im- 
pairment, sex, and age: United States, July 1963- June 1964 



Degree of impairment 


Both 

sexes 


Male 


Female. 


6-44 

years 


45-64 

years 


654- 

years 


Both eyes involved^ — 

Cannot see features and/or 

moving objects 

Cannot read newsprint 

Can see features and moving objects 

Cannot read newsprint 

Can read newsprint 


2,666 


Num 
- 1,005 


iber in t 
1,661 


housand 

440 


Is 

719 


1,507 


^310 

287 

2,346 

682 

1,664 


121 

108 

878 

240 

638 


189 

179 

1,468 

442 

1,026 


33 

30 

408 

67 

341 


57 

50 

657 

142 

515 


221 

207 

1,280 

472 

808 



^Includes unknown degree of impairment. 
^59,000 cannot see light. 
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of school, 76 impaired per 1,000 population 
as compared with about 23 per i,000 (table 3). 
The same pattern is apparent when the rates for 
persons 6-64 years and over 64 years of age are 
considered. However, in both age categories 
the differences in rates between personswith9-12 
years and 13 or more years of school were very 
small. The differences in the degree of vision 
impairment by education and age are shown in 
table 5. 

Region 

The prevalence rates of vision impairments 
for the Northeast, North Central, and West 
Regions were about the same, 24,6, 26,7, and 
29.9 per 1,000 persons, respectively. However, 
the rate was considerably higher for the South, 
41,8 per 1,000 persons (table 3), The same 
pattern is found when the data are considered 
by age (6-64 years and 65 years and over), 
although there was a greater range among regions 
for the older age group. There were also some 
differences between regions in the degree of 
vision impairment, with persons in the South 
reporting the greatest degree of impairment 
(table 6), However, these difforences are not 
as marked as ^ those which were noted for the 
income categories. 

Color 

Nonwhite persons reported a higher prev- 
alence rate of impaired vision than did white 
persons, 35,4 and 30,7 per 1,000 population 
(table 3), These differences were consistent 
for persons 6-64 years and over 65 years 
although the differences were slightly greater 
for the older group. In addition, the degree of 
impairment was somewhat lower in the white 
population (table 7), 

Residence 

Persons living in standard metropolitan sta- 
tistical areas (SMSA*s) report the lowest rate of 
vision impairment in both broad age categories 
(table 3), Among persons under 65 years of age, 
farm residents had the highest prevalence rate, 
while the highest rate among persons 65 and 
over was found for nonfarm residents living 



outside SMSA*s. However, the degree of the im- 
pairment differed only slightly for the three 
residence categories (table 7), 

LIMITATION OF ACTIVITIES 

Each person who reported one or more 
chronic conditions was asked to select a state- 
ment, appropriate for his usual activity, which 
best described his limitatiou-of-activity status. 
The interview respondent made the selection for 
children and for adults who were not present at 
the time of the interview. The degrees of activity 
limitation are as follows: 

1. Unable to carry on major activity (pre- 
school play, school, housework, or work), 

2. Limited in amount or kind of major 
activity, 

3. Not limited in major activity, but other- 
wise limited (church, sports, shopping, 
etc.). 

4. Not limited in activities. 

If a person indicated that he was limited in 
one of the first three categories, he was asked 
to specify which chronic condition(s) had caused 
his limitation. 

Approximately three of five (58,4 percent) 
of the persons with vision impairments reported 
limitation of activity, but less than half of 
these persons (25.8 percent of all visually im- 
paired persons) said that their impaired vision 
had been the cause of the limited activity. Tables 
8 and 9 show the distribution of the visually 
impaired population by degree of activity limi- 
tation due to vision defects, according to age 
and sex. Tables 10 and 11 show similar data 
for those with vision impairment by limitation 
of activity due to all chronic conditions. 

Impaired persons with both eyes involved 
who cannot read newsprint, as expected, re- 
ported the highest proportion with limitation 
due to impaired vision, 58.2 percent. About 
this same percentage was reported by persons 
under 65 and 65 years of age and over, even 
though in all other categories of degree of im- 
pairment, a higher proportion of the older per- 
sons were limited. The differences by sex were 
very small for the number reporting limitations 
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according to tlia degree of impairment. Women 
with the more severe degree of vision impair- 
ments were more likely to report limitation 
in kind or amount of major activity, while, men 
with the more severe impairments reported they 
were unable to carry on their major activity. 
The proportion of persons reporting that they 
were limited, but not in their major activity, 
was relatively small, 4,0 percent for all visually 
impaired persons. 

Tables 12-14 show the type of limitation 
by more detailed age categories. They also 
compare the number of persons with activity 
limitation due to any cause in the visually im- 
^paired population with that in the total popu- 
lation. When comparing the visually impaired 
with the total population, the precaution mentioned 



earlier— that is, the differences in age distri- 
bution even within a given age category— should 
be kept in mind. 

Some of the data shown in tables 8-14 has 
been summarized in table E to facilitate com- 
paring the extent of chronic limitation of activity 
in the visually impaired population with that 
in the general population. Among persons in the 
general population with one or more chronic 
conditions, 27,9 percent reported limitation of 
activity due to a chronic ailment. The propor- 
tion of persons with limited activity in the 
visually impaired population was 58,4 percent, 
about twice that of the general population with 
chronic conditions. This ratio of 2 to 1 decreased 
with advancing age (table E). 



Table E. Percent of visually Impaired persons and of total population with chronic 
limitation of activity, by age, degree of impairment, and cause of limitation: United 
States, July 1963- June 1964 





Limitation 
due to 
vision 
impairment 


Limitation due to any 
chronic condition 


Age and degree of impairment 


Visually impaired persons 


Total 
popula- 
tion with 
1+ 

chronic 

condi- 

tions 


Age 

All ages, 6 years and over 


45.8 


Percent 

^8.4 


27.9 


6-44 years 


14.1 


26.8 


15.6 


45-64 years 


22.6 


53.8 


30.5 


65-74 years 


29.0 


71.0 


53.4 


75 years and over 


37.3 


82.1 


69.4 


6-64 years 


18.7 


41.1 


21.2 


65 years and over 


33.6 


77.1 


59.2 


Degree of impairment 








o 

Both eyes involved 


36.1 


71.4 


• • • 


Cannot read newsprint 


58.2 


87.5 


• • • 


Can read newsprint 


23.5 

14.1 


62.1 


• • • 


One eye involved — — - — — - — 


43.4 


• « • 



^Includes unknown number of eyes involved, 

2 

Includes unknown degree of impairments. 
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Visually Impaired Persons and Employment 

The rate of employment was lower among 
visually impaired persons than among persons 
in the general population. Table F shows that 
31.2 percent of all visually impaired persons 
17 years and older were currently employed, 
as compared with 58.5 percent of the total 
population. However, because more than half 
of the impaired persons were 65 years or over, 
this figure is somewhat misleading. When per- 
sons 17-64 years are compared, the proportion 
employed was 54.2 percent among the visually 
impaired and 64.9 percent for the total population. 
For all ages 17 and over the employment rate 
varied from 11.4 percent for persons who can- 
not read newsprint to 41.6 percent fcr those 
with only one eye involved. Age is also an 
important factor in employment among the visu- 
ally impaired. Tables 15-17 present a more 
detailed breakdown of employment status. 



Even though the percentage of visually im- 
paired persons in the labor force was consider- 
ably lower than the percent of the total popu- 
lation 17 years and over in the the labor force, 
the unemployment level of the visually impaired 
is almost the same as that of the total popu- 
lation. 

Living Arrangements 

The living arrangements of visually impaired 
persons are compared with those of the total 
population in table 18. In general, a slightly 
higher proportion of the visually impaired per- 
sons were living alone, even within age groups. 
However, since the differences were small, they 
might be explained by the older age distribution 
of the impaired population, even within the two 
age categories shown. The differences in living 
arrangements by degree of vision impairment 
were also small. 



Table F. Percent of total population and of visually impaired persons aged 17 years 
and over who are currently employed, by age, sex, and degree of impairment: United 
States, July 1963- June 1964 



Characteristic 



All 








ages. 


17-44 


45-64 


65f 


17+ 

years 


years 


years 


years 



Total population 



Percent 



Both sexes 



Male- 

Female 



Visually impaired persons 
Both sexes ^ 

Both eye's involved^ 

Cannot read newsprint 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved 

Male 

Female 



58.5 


63.8 


67.0 


19.5 


80.8 


88.1 


89.6 


30.1 


38.5 


41.9 


45.9 


11.2 


31.2 


59.6 


50.6 


9.4 


22.5 


44.5 


42.1 


8.3 


11.4 


*28.8 


24.9 


5.6 


29.0 


49.6 


48.9 


10.5 


41.6 


67.7 


59.0 


10.9 


• 49.3 


80.8 


72.2 


17.0 


• 16.7 


36.3 


30.1 


4.4 



^Includes unknown number of eyes involved. 
"'^Includes unknown degree of impairment. 
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Use of an Aid 

Several questions on the vision supplement 
dealt with the need for aids such as a cane, a 
dog guide, or another person, in getting around 
the house or traveling outside the house. It is 
assumed that impaired persons who were not 
asked the supplement questions would not need 
an aid; therefore, the base for the percent of 
persons using an aid is the total visually im- 
paired group. Tables G and 19 show the types of 
persons reported using aids. Nine percent of all 
visually impaired persons used an aid of some 
kind. Of this 9 percent, about 5 percent used a 
cane either with or without the help of another 
person and about 4 percent needed the assistance 
of another person, but did not use a cane. The 
degree of vision impairment was the most im- 
portant factor determining the use of an aid. 
Only 2 percent of the persons with one eye in- 
volved used an aid, while 36.3 percent of the 
persons with both eyes involved who could not 
read newsprint used an aid. Older persons were 
more likely to use an aid than younger persons, 
and females were more likely to use an aid 
than males. A higher proportion of impaired 
persons in low income and low educational 
groups used an aid, although the lowest per- 
centage was for persons with some high school 
education. Only one sample respondent reported 
that he used a dog guide. 

’Talking Books,' Braille, and Financial Aid 

The yield of positive response was too low 
to allow detailed analysis for several questions 
on the vision supplement. However, the total 
estimates derived from the responses to the 
supplement can be shown. An estimated 50,000 
persons received "talking books.** Records main- 
tained by the Library of Congress, the major 
source of these books, show that 78,000 per- 
sons received these books during the same 
period. While virtually all persons who received 
"talking books" had impairment involving both 
eyes and could not read newsprint, only 5 per- 
cent of the persons with this degree of im- 
pairment were receiving the books, even though 
about 29 percent reported having heard of them. 



Table G. Percent of visually impaired 
persons aged 6 years and over \^o use 
an aid, by sex, age, and degree of im- 
pairment: United States, July 1963- 

June 1964 



Characteristic 


Both 

sexes 


Male 


Female 


Both eyes involved, 
cannot read 
newsprint 


36.3 


Percent 

35.3 


36.9 


65 years and over — 


14.6 


11.0 


16.9 


Both eyes involved, 
cannot read 
newsprint and 65 
years and over---- 


40.4 


37.6 


41.4 



Table H shows that the level of educational 
attainment is highly correlated with knowledge 
of "talking books." Only 16 percent of the seri- 
ously impaired persons with no high school 
education had heard of these books as compared 
with 65 percent of those with educational attain- 
ment beyond high school. Persons who can read 
newsprint appear to have more knowledge of 
"talking books" than persons who cannot read 
newsprint; however, because of the relatively 
small number of persons involved, these differ- 
ences are not significant. 

An estimated 58,000 persons have at some 
time had instruction in reading braille. About 
two-thirds of these people could read braille, 
but only one-fifth of them were using their knowl- 
edge. 

Using the responses from the vision supple- 
ment, it was estimated that 168,000 persons were 
receiving financial aid because of their vision im- 
pairment. Half of the persons who reported 
receiving financial aid were under 65 years and 
86 percent of those reporting aid were in the 
impairment category "both eyes involved, cannot 
read newsprint." It should be kept in mind that 
the supplement questions were asked of only 
one-third of the total number of impaired per- 
sons, i.e., the most seriously impaired. Eleven 
percent of those who were questioned, reported 
receiving financial aid. 
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Table H. Number and percent of persons 
given a vision supplement v^ho reported 
having heard about "talking books.," by 
degree of impairment, age, family in- 
come, and educational level: United 

States, July 1963- June 1964 



Characteristic 


Number 

in 

thousands 


Percent 


Total^ 


411 


27.8 


Degree of visual 
impairment 






Both eyes involved^ — 


369 


30.2 


Cannot read news- 






print 


278 


28.8 


Can read news- 






print 


91 


35.4 


One eye involved 


36 


15.5 


Age 






6-64 years 


190 


41.0 


65 years and over 


221 


21.8 


Income 






Under $2,000 


133 


19.6 


$2,000-$3,999 


97 


32.7 


$4,000-$6,999 


80 


35.7 


$7,000 and over 


76 


42.9 


Educational level 






Under 9 years 


154 


16.1 


9-12 years 


153 


48.6 


13 years and over---” 


72 


64.9 



^Includes unknown number of eyes in- 
volved, 

2 

Includes xmknown degree of impairment. 



Functional Limitations 

Several questions on the supplement elicited 
information about social and recreational activi- 
ties, for example, club activities, visiting friends 
and relatives, and reading. Since these questions 
were asked of only one-third of all visually im- 
paired persons and since it would be expected 
that some of the impaired persons who were 
not asked these questions could have responded 
positively, the bases for the percentages shown 
in tables J and 20 are restricted to persons to 
whom the supplement was administered. 



One-third of the respondents to the vision 
supplement said that their vision problem inter- 
fered with visiting friends. Those with more than 
a high school education felt most restricted. The 
higher educational group also reported the highest 
proportion of interference with club activities. 
This, of course, could be due in part to greater 
activity in clubs among the more highly educated 
in the general population. Overall, approximately 
30 percent reported some interference with club 
activities. This includes cutting down on club 
activities as well as not joining clubs because of 
vision problems. 

About 60 percent of the persons to whom the 
supplement was given reported that their vision 
interfered with reading. These figures ranged 
from a low of 35 percent for persons with both 
eyes involved who could read newsprint to 69 per- 
cent for persons with both eyes involved who 
could not read newsprint. While one might expect 
the latter figure to be higher, it is reasonable to 
assume that some people would not read even if 
they had useful vision. 



The persons who were asked about their 
vision problems interfering with social and 
recreational activities were also asked at what 
age their vision had first interfered with daily 
activities. Table 21 shows the age at which the 
vision impairment first interfered, by degree of 
impairment, sex, and age. This table gives only 
a rough indication since the numbers involved 
were too small to permit cross- classification 
of the variables by age. Of the impaired per- 
sons who received a supplement, 5.4 percent 
reported interference with daily activities since 
birth and another 7.8 percent before the age 
of 17, while 43.7 percent reported that inter- 
ference began after the age of 65. Tnere was a 
slight tendency for the more severe impair- 
ments to begin later in life. For persons under 
45 years, about one-third reported having visual 
trouble since birth and an additional one-third 
first noticed problems before they were 17 years 
old. About two-thirds of the persons 65 years 
and over first had interference with daily activ- 
ities after they were 65, while a negligible num- 



Age at Which Vision Impairment 
First Interfered With Daily Activities 
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Table J, Percent of visually itopaired persons aged 6 years and over, by degree of 
functional limitation, degree of Impairment, age, family income, educational level, 
and sex: United States, July 1963>June 1964 



Characteristic 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 


Trouble seeing has 
interfered with: 


Visits 

to 

friends 


Club 

activities 


Reading 


Degree of visual impairment 


# 


Percent 




Total^ 


100.0 


33.5 


29.9 


59.1 


0 

Both eyes involved ----------------------- 


100.0 


34.8 


31.6 


62.0 


Cannot see newsprint-------------------- 


100.0 


37.9 


33.0 


69.0 


Can see newsprint------------------------- 


100.0 


23.7 


26.1 


35.4 


One eye involved------------------------ — -- 


100.0 


27.6 


22.0 


46, 6 


Age 










6-64 years 


100.0 


25.5 


24.6 


54.0 


65 years and over---------r*r..-— ------------- 


100.0 


37.3 


32.4 


61.3 


Family income 










Under $2,000 


100.0 


33.8 


27.9 


61.5 


$2,000-$3,999 


100.0 


34.0 


34.7 


60.9 


$4,000-$6,999 


100.0 


30.4 


27.2 


55.8 


$7,000 and over- 


100.0 


32.8 


32.8 


52.5 


Educational level 










Under 9 years----------- — ------------------- 


100.0 


34.4 


28.5 


62.2 


9-12 years-— --------------- — --------------- 


100.0 


32.7 


35.2 


55.2 


13 years and over----------------- — 


100.0 


42.3 


42.3 


47.7 


Male 










All ages, 6 years and over-------- 


100.0 


34.5 


24.5 


61.3 


6-64 years---------- — - — — — — 


100.0 


30.0 


23.5 


57.5 


65 years and over---------- — ------------- — 


100.0 


37.0 


24.8 


63.5 


Female 










All ages, 6 years and over------ — ----- 


100.0 


33.1 


33.3 


57.8 


6-64 years ' — -------- 


100.0 


22.1 


25.1 


51.0 


65 years and over- — 


100.0 


37.5 


36.4 


60.4 



^includes tmkno\m 
Includes iinkno\m 



nvimberof eyes involved, 
degree of impairment. 
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ber of persons 65 years and over reported trouble 
since birth. It is possible that respondents in 
this age group were unable to recall accurately 
when their vision had first interfered with their 
activity. In addition, there is some evidence of 
an increase in recent years in vision impairments 
present since birth.'" 

Vision Impairments 

and Other Selected Conditions 

Tables K and 22-24 indicate that there is 
a higher prevalence of selected chronic con- 
ditions among visually impaired persons than 
among the total population. The most meaningful 
comparison between the impaired and the total 
population is between the age group 65 years 
and over because the age distributions for the 



^National Society for the Prevention of Blindness, Inc.: 
Estimated Statistics on Blindness and Vision Problems. 1966. 
p. 47. 



all-ages group and the under- 65 group are quite 
different. The major differences between the im- 
paired and the total population 65 years and over 
were with hearing impairments, diabetes, vas- 
cular lesions of the central nervous system, 
hypertensive heart disease, and general arterio- 
sclerosis. For example, 20.6 percent of the total 
population 65 years and over reported hearing 
impairments, while 34.7 percent of the visually 
impaired in the same age group reported hearing 
impairments in addition to their vision problems. 
Overall, 22.9 percent of the visually impaired 
reported hearing impairments. 

The degree of vision impairment is also 
a factor in the number of other chronic con- 
ditions which visually impaired persons report. 
Greater proportions of persons with both eyes 
involved reported other conditions than did per- 
sons with one eye involved, and persons who could 
not read newsprint reported more conditions 
than those who could read newsprint. 



Table K. Percent of persons vdno reported selected chronic conditions for the total 
population and for visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by age and degree 
of impairment: United States, July 1963- June 1964 



Selected chronic condition 


Total 

population 


Visually impaired persons 


All 

ages, 

6+ 

years 


65+ 

years 


All 

ages, 

6+ 

years 


65+ 

years 


Both 

eyes 

involved 


One eye 
involved 








Percent 






Hearing impairments 


5.0 


20.6 


22.9 


34.7 


28.2 


16.9 

A H 


Goiter or thyroid trouble 


1.7 


1.6 


2.8 


2.6 


3.2 


2 # 1 


Diabetes----- — -------------------- 


1.4 


5.2 


6.8 


9.1 


9.3 


3.8 


Anemia * 


0.5 


1.0 


1.4 


1.7 


1.8 


0.8 


Vascular lesions of the central 














nervous system 


0.6 


3.6 


4.2 


7.0 


5.5 


2.6 


Selected heart diseases 


2.5 


11.2 


9.6 


13.7 


12.5 


6.3 


Hypertensive heart disease 


0.9 


5.1 


6.1 


10.1 


8.4 


3.6 


Hyper-tension without heart 














involvement 


4.7 


16.2 


14.4 


18.9 


16.4 


12.0 


General arteriosclerosis 


0.5 


3.6 


3.4 


6.3 


4.8 


1.9 



o o o 
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Table 1, Number^ percent distribution, and rate per 1,000 visually inpaired persons aged 6 years 
and over, by degree of iiqiairment, according to sex and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964 



[Data an* lia«<*d on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survcv design, general qualifications, and infomiatton 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are uiven in Appendix II] 





Total 








65 


Degree of visual impairment 


visually 

impaired 


Male 


Female 


6-64 

years 


years 

and 




persons 






over 



Number in thousands 



Total, one or both eyes involved^-- — - 

Both eyes involved^--- — - 

Cannot read newsprint-- — - — 

Cannot see features, moving objects, or light 

Cannot see features, moving objects, can see* light -- 

Can see features or moving objects-- — 

Can see both features and moving objects— 

Can read newsprint--—- — — 

Cannot see features and/or moving objects, or great 

deal of trouble seeing---—--—--—- 

Some trouble seeing--—- — — ........ 

None or hardly any trouble seeing----— ----—— — 

One eye involved-----—--—--——————....—.-...—. 



Total, one or both eyes involved^ 

Both eyes involved^ 

Cannot read newsprint-——-- — 

Cannot see features, moving objects, or light-—-— 
Cannot see features, moving objects, can see light — 

Can see features or moving objects— — 

Can see both features and moving objects- — -— — — - 

Can read newsprint--—-——---——-- — — 

Cannot see features and/or moving objects, or great 

deal of trouble seeing- — — . 

Some trouble seeing- — 

None or hardly any trouble seeing 

One eye involved- 



Total, one or both eyes involved^--—- -- 

Both eyes involved“—--— ------- — - — ........... 

Cannot read newsprint—-—---------——... ..... — 

Cannot see features, moving objects, or light--- 

Cannot see features, moving object^ can see ligjht — 
Can see features or moving objects------------ --- 

Can see both features and moving objects--—---—— 
Can read newsprint---— 

Cannot see features and/or moving objects, or great 
deal of trouble seeing — ............... — ......... 

Some trouble seeing------..----..— .-...........—. 

None or hardly any trouble seeing— — — — — — — 

One eye involved----..-— ...... — .. — 



5,029 


2,270 


2,759 


2,614 


2,415 


2,666 


1,005 


1,661 


1,159 


1,507 


969 


348 


621 


290 


679 


59 


*19 


*40 


*18 


*40 


73 


*30 


*43 


*29 


*44 


156 


60 


96 


*34 


122 


682 


240 


442 


210 


472 


1,687 


651 


1,036 


865 


822 


140 


55 


86 


57 


83 


116 


*41 


75 


*37 


79 


1,431 


555 


875 


771 


660 


2,281 


1,229 


1,052 


1,411 


870 




Percent 


distribution 




100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


53.0 


44.3 


60.2 


44.3 


62.4 


19.3 


15.3 


22.5 


11.1 


28.1 


1.2 


*0.8 


*1.4 


*0.7 


*1.7 


1.5 


*1.3 


*1.6 


*1.1 


*1.8 


3.1 


2.6 


3.5 


*1.3 


5.1 


13.6 


10.6 


16.0 


8.0 


19.5 


33.5 


28.7 


37.5 


33.1 


34.0 


2.8 


2.4 


3.1 


2.2 


3.4 


2.3 


*1.8 


2.7 


*1.4 


3.3 


28.5 


24.4 


31.7 


29.5 


27.3 


45.4 1 


54.1 


38.1 


54.0 


36.0 




Rate per 1,000 


persons 




31.3 


29.3 


33.1 


18.2 


141.9 


16.6 


13.0 


19.9 


8.1 


88.5 


6.0 


4.5 


7.4 


2.0 


39.9 


0.4 


*0.2 


*0.5 


*0.1 


*2.3 


0.5 


*0.4 


*0.5 


*0.2 


*2.6 


1.0 


0.8 


1.2 


*0.2 


7.2 


4.2 


3.1 


5.3 


1.5 


27.7 


10.6 


8.5 


12.5 


6.0 


48.6 


0.9 


0.7 


1.0 


0.4 


4.9 


0.7 


*0.5 


0.9 


*0.3 


4.6 


8.9 


7.2 


10.5 


5.4 


38.8 


14.2 


15.9 


12.6 


9.8 


51.1 



^Includes unknown number of 
^Includes unknown degree of 



eyes involved, 
impairment. 
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Table 2, Number and rate per 1,000 persons in total population, and number and percent distribu- 
tion of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by degree of impairment according to 
sex and age: United St--:*tes, July 1963-June 1964 



[Data art* based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional p>opulation. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix IlJ 



Sex and age 


Total 

population 


Total 
visually 
impaired 
persons 1 


Degree of visual impairment 


Both 


eyes involved 




Total- 


Cannot 

read 

news- 

print 


Can 

read 

news- 

print 


One 

eye 

involved 


Both sexes 




Number in thousands 






All ages, 6 years and over------- 


160,824 


5,029 


2,666 


969 


1,687 


2,281 


6-16 years-—-- — ......... — — 


40,956 


314 


131 


24 


107 


174 


17-44 years---------- ............... 


65,244 


910 


310 


73 


236 


588 


45-64 years---------------.- — ......... 


37,602 


1,391 


719 


193 


522 


649 


65-74 years-——-- — .............. 


11,120 


1,087 


590 


188 


401 


484 


75 years and over---------............. 


5,903 


1,328 


916 


491 


421 


386 


6-64 years----------.-............-. 


143,802 


2,614 


1,159 


290 


865 


1,411 


65 years and over--------.......... 


17,022 


2,415 


1,507 


679 


822 


870 


Male 














All ages, 6 years and over- — .... 


77,398 


2,270 


1,005 


348 


651 


1,229 


6-16 years 


20,830 


171 


63 


* 


*47 


105 


17-44 years-—--——--. ...... 


30,872 


475 


127 


*25 


101 


346 


45-64 years — 


18,153 


679 


301 


77 


221 


364 


65-74 years 


5,031 


442 


194 


65 


128 


244 


75 years and over-----. — .............. 


2,512 


502 


320 


165 


154 


170 


6-64 years 


69,855 


1,325 


490 


118 


369 


816 


65 years and over---- — ............ 


7,544 


945 


514 


229 


282 


413 


Female 














All ages, 6 years and over- — .... 


83,426 


2,759 


1,661 


621 


1,036 


1,052 


6-16 years 


20,126 


142 


68 


* 


60 


68 


17-44 years--— — .... — ........ .... 


34,373 


435 


183 


*48 


135 


242 


45-64 years 


19,449 


712 


418 


116 


301 


284 


65-74 years— 


6,088 


645 


396 


123 


273 


241 


75 years and over***************— 


3,390 


826 


596 


326 


267 


216 


6-64 years----—— 


73,948 


1,289 


669 


171 


496 


595 


65 years and over— 


9,479 


1,471 


992 


449 


540 


457 



See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 2, Number and rate per 1,000 persons in total population, and number and percent distribu- 
tion of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by degree of impairment according to 
sex and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964— Con, 



[Data 



are based on household interviews of the civilian, r.oninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in .-Vpfiendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 



Sex and age 



Both sexes 



All ages, 6 years and over— 

6-16 years- 

17-44 years--- 

45-64 years- 

65-74 years- 

75 years and over- 

6-64 years--- 

65 years and over — 

Male 

All ages, 6 years and over-- 

6-16 years 

17-44 years-- 

45-64 years--- 

65-74 years- — — 

75 years and over-- — — 

6-64 years-- — — 

65 years and over-- — 

Female 



All ages, 6 years and over 

6-16 years-- — 

17-44 years- — 

45-64 years--—- 

65-74 years— — 

75 years and over — 

6-64 years — 

65 years and over- 



Total 

population 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons^ 


Degree of visual impairment 


Both 


eyes involved 


One 

eye 

involved 


Total- 


Cannot 

read 

news- 

print 


Can 

read 

news- 

print 


Rate per 












1,000 




Percent 


distribution 




persons 












31.3 


100.0 


53.0 


19.3 


33.5 


45.4 


7.7 


100.0 


41.7 


7.6 


34.1 


55.4 


13.9 


100.0 


34.1 


8.0 


25.9 


64.6 


37.0 


100.0 


51.7 


13.9 


37.5 


46.7 


97.8 


100.0 


54.3 


17.3 


36.9 


44.5 


225.0 


100.0 


69.0 


37.0 


31.7 


29.1 


18.2 


100.0 


44.3 


11.1 


33.1 


54.0 


141.9 


100.0 


62.4 


28.1 


34.0 


36.0 


29.3 


100.0 


44.3 


15.3 


28.7 


54.1 


8.2 


100.0 


36.8 


* 


*27.5 


61.4 


15.4 


100.0 


26.7 


*5.3 


21.3 


72.8 


37.4 


100.0 


44.3 


11.3 


32.5 


53.6 


87.9 


100.0 


43.9 


14,7 


29.0 


55.2 


199.8 


100.0 


63.7 


32.9 


30.7 


33.9 


19.0 


100.0 


37.0 


8.9 


27.8 


61.6 


125.3 


100.0 


54.4 


24.2 


29.8 


43.7 


33.1 


100.0 


60.2 


22.5 


37.5 


38.1 


7.1 


100.0 


47.9 


* 


42.3 


47.9 


12.7 


100.0 


42.1 


*11.0 


31.0 


55.6 


36.6 


100.0 


58.7 


16.3 


42.3 


39.9 


105.9 


100.0 


61.4 


19.1 


42.3 


37.4 


243.7 


100.0 


72.2 


39.5 


32.3 


26.2 


17.4 


100.0 


51.9 


13.3 


38.5 


46.2 


155.2 

4 


100.0 


67.4 


30.5 


36.7 


31.1 



^Includes unknown number of eyes involved. 
“Includes vmknown degree of impairment. 



N^: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports 

and*”p-60^^^^^^" popu.lation of the United States, in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25, 
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Table 3. Total population, and number and rate per 1,000 visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by 
age and demographic characteristics: United States, July 1963-June 1964 



[0n(n nro on hou^^oholil inu'f\u'u> of (he* (mlinn. nuntn^utuiional |iu(*ul«uicn. T’ o ?*uf\c'\ iU*>iyn. iJunUu ahun*. .»n«l infumtahun on ihi* rolinbiliU 

of iho ostimatoy ar<* ;»i\**n in \pn<*n<*i\ 1. ^h'finition'** of aro •^iw*n in Xppon'lix ll] 



Demographic characteristic 


All ages, 
6 years and 


over 


6 


-64 years 


65 years and 


over 


Total 

popula- 

tion 


Persons with 
visual 
impairments 


1 

Total 

popula- 

tion 


Persons with 
visual 
impairments* 


Total ! 
popula- j 
tion j 
1 
1 

1 


Persons with 
visual 
impairments* 


Number 


Rate 

per 

1,000 

persons 


Number 


Rate 

per 

1,000 

persons 


Number 

j 


Rate 

per 

1,000 

persons 




In thousands 




In thousands 




In thousands 




o 

Total* 


160,824 1 


5,029 


31.3 


143,802 


2,614 


18.2 


17,022 1 


1 2,415 


141.9 


Family income 




















Under $2,000- 


19,189 


1,771 


92.3 


13,317 


646 


48.5 


5,872 i 


1,126 I 


1 191.8 


$2,000-$3,999 


25,813 


1,043 


40.4 


21,344 


504 


23.6 


4,469 


540 i 


i 120.8 


$4,000-$6,999— 


49,276 


993 


20.2 


46,345 


682 


14.7 


2,930 


311 


106.1 


$7,000 and over 


57,571 


913 


15.9 


55,107 


641 


11.6 


2,465 


271 


109.9 


Educational level 




















Under 9 years 


34,307 


2,609 


76.0 


24,118 


1,010 


41.9 


10,189 


1,599 


156.9 


9-12 years-- 


62,231 


1,482 


23.8 


57,816 


985 


17.0 


4,415 


498 


112.8 


13 years and over — — 


21,606 


492 


22.8 


19,850 


284 


14.3 


1,756 


208 


118.5 


Under 17 years of age or 




















education unknown— 


42,681 


447 


10.5 


42,018 


336 


8.0 


662 


111 


167.7 


Region 




















Northeast- — - — — — — 


40,686 


1,001 


24.6 


36,172 


487 


13.5 


4,514 


514 


113.9 


North Central 


45,677 


1,219 


26.7 


40,524 


578 


14.3 


5,152 


642 


124.6 


South 


48,997 


2,047 


41.8 


44,186 j 


1,156 


26.2 


4,811 


891 


185.2 


West 


25,465 


762 


29.9 


22,920 


394 


17.2 


2,545 


369 


145.0 


Color 




















White------- — 


142,800 


4,391 


30.7 


127,100 


2,201 


17.3 


15,700 


2,190 


139.5 


Nonwhite 


18,024 


638 


35.4 


16,702 


413 


24.7 


1,322 


225 


170.2 

I 

1 


Residence 












1 








SMSA 


102,830 


2,706 


26.3 


92,860 1 


1,473 


15.9 


9,970 


1,232 


123.6 


Non farm 


47,709 


1,914 


40.1 


41,816 j 


906 


21.7 


5,893 


1,007 


170.9 


Farm 


10,285 


410 


39.9 


9,126 


235 


25.8 


1,159 


176 


151.9 



^Includes unknown number of eyes involved. 

“Includes unknown income. 

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on the 
civilian population of the United States, in Current Population Reports : Series P-20, P-25, and P-60. 




Table 4. 



Number and percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over 
impairment according to age and family income: United States, July 1963-June 1964^ 



by degree of 




- Includes 



unknown degree of impairment. 



'’Includes unknown 



income* 
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Table 5. Number and percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by degree of 
impairment according to age and educational level of individual: United States, July 1963-June 1964 



[bata art* baM*ci on houM'hold of ihi* tuili.tn. nonin**ti(utionai population. Tho ^urvov ;»oni*ral qualifu ation.«. .mil inforr...Uion 

of tht* <»stini:it<*s ar<» «i\<*n in Appt*ndi\ J D<*finition< of tfnn- in ill 



on the reliaiiilit\ 




^Includes unknovm number of eyes involved. 
“Includes unknown degree of impairment. 



O 
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Table 6. Number and percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by degree of 
impairment according to age and region: United States, July 1963-June 1964 



i 




^Includes unknown number of eyes involved, 
"Includes unkno\rm degree of impairment* 
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Table 7. Number and percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by 
degree of impairment according to age, color, and residence: United States, July 1963-June 
1964 



[bata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of tonns are given in Appendix iQ 



Age, color, and residence 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons! 


Degree of visual impairment 


Both eyes involved 


One 

eye 

involved 


Total^ 


Cannot 

read 

news- 

print 


Can 

read 

news- 

print 


All ages, 6 years and over 




Number in thousands 






4,391 


2,259 


816 


1,433 


2,072 


Nonwhite 


638 


407 


153 


254 


210 


6-64 years 














2,201 


911 


221 


686 


1,259 


Nonwhite 


413 


249 


69 


179 


152 


65 years and over 














2,190 


1,348 


595 


747 


813 


Nonwhite 


225 


158 


84 


75 


58 


All ages, 6 years and over 












All residences 


5,029 


2,666 


969 


1,687 


2,281 




2,706 


1,387 


453 


927 


1,277 




1,914 


1,055 


436 


616 


825 




410 


224 


79 


145 


179 


6-64 years 












All residences- 


2,614 


1,159 


290 


865 


1,411 




1,473 


627 


147 


477 


824 




906 


420 


117 


302 


467 




235 


112 


*26 


87 


120 


65 years and over 












All residences 


2,415 


1,507 


679 


822 


870 




1,232 


760 


306 


450 


454 




1,007 


634 


319 


314 


358 




176 


112 


54 


58 


59 


All ages, 6 years and over 




Percent 


distribution 






100.0 


51.4 


18.6 


32.6 


47.2 


Nonwhite 


100.0 


63.8 


24.0 


39.8 


32.9 


6-64 years 














100.0 


41.4 


10.0 


31.2 


57.2 


Nonwhite- 


100.0 


60.3 


16c7 


43.3 


36.8 


65 years and over 












White 


100.0 


61.6 


27.2 


34.1 


37.1 


Nonwhite — — 


100.0 


70.2 


37.3 


33.3 


25.8 



See footnotes at end of table 







Table 7 . Number and percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by 
degree of impairment according to age, color, and residence: United States, July 1963-June 
1964— Con. 



[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in .Appendix II] 



Age, color, and residence 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons! 


Degree of visual Impairment 


Both 


eyes involved 


One 

eye 

involved 


Total^ 


Cannot 

read 

news- 

print 


Can 

read 

news- 

print 


All ages, 6 years and over 




Percent 


distribution 




All residences — 


100.0 


53.0 


19.3 


33.5 


45.4 




100.0 


51.3 


16.7 


34.3 


47.2 


Nonfarm — - — 


100.0 


55.1 


22.8 


32.2 


43.1 




100.0 


54.6 


19.3 


35.4 


43.7 


6-64 years 












All residences- 


100.0 


44.3 


11.1 


33.1 


54.0 




100.0 


42.6 


10.0 


32.4 


55.9 


Nonfarm 


100.0 


46.4 


12.9 


33.3 


51.5 




100.0 


47.7 


*11.1 


37.0 


51.1 


65 years and over 












All residences — - — — 


100.0 


62.4 


28.1 


34.0 


36.0 




100.0 


61.7 


24.8 


36.5 


36.9 


Nonfarm 


100.0 


63.0 


31.7 


31.2 


35.6 




100.0 


63.6 


30.7 


33.0 


33.5 



^Includes unknown number of eyes involved. 
2 

Includes unknown degree of impairment. 
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Table 9. Percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by activity limitation 
to impaired vision according to sex, age, and degree of iispairment: United States, July 1963-June 



aro un \jf ihi* iihilian. nunin^u^uCiunal |Kif^uIatiun. The -•urvey j.onwal qualiflealiiin^, and infurmndon on the rcliabiiicv 

of (h«‘ 4»'.iirr>nt4‘*. nr4» j»ivfn in \pp4sii!i\ \, D4*rinuton« of arc* jiuon in \r>pendi\ iQ 



Sex, age, and degree of visual impairment 


1 

Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 


No 

limita- 
tion of 
activity 


Limitation of activity 


Total 


Unable to 
carry on 
major 
activity^ 


Limited 
in amount 
or kind 
of major 
activity 1 


Limited, 
but not 
in major 
activity! 


BOTH SEXES 














All ages, 6 years and over 






Percent 


distribution 




Total impaired persons" 


100.0 


74.2 1 25.8 


9.9 1 12.0 


4.0 


Both eyes involved'^ 


100.0 


63.9 


36.1 


15-6 


15-5 


5.1 


Cannot read newsprint 


100.0 


41.7 


58.2 


31-0 


21.3 


6.0 


Can read newsprint 


100.0 


76.6 


23.5 


6-8 


12.2 


4.6 


One eye involved 


100.0 


85.9 


14.1 


3-4 


7.9 


2.8 


6-64 years 














Total impaired persons- 


100.0 


81.3 


18.7 


4-4 


9-8 


4.6 


Both eyes involved" 


100.0 


72.0 


28.0 


8.0 


13.7 


6.3 


Cannot read newsprint 


100.0 


45.2 


55.2 


23.8 


22.8 


*8.3 


Can read newsprint 


100.0 


80.8 


19.2 


*3.2 


10.6 


5.8 


One eye involved 


100.0 


88.9 


11.1 


*1.4 


6.5 


*3.1 


65 years and over 














Total imoaired persons" 


100.0 


66.4 


33.6 


15.8 


14.4 


3.4 


Both eyes involved*^ 


100.0 


57.7 


42-3 


21-4 


16.9 


4.0 


Cannot read newsprint 


100.0 


40.2 


57-6 


34-2 


20.5 


*5.0 


Can read newsprint 


100.0 


72.1 


28-0 


10-9 


13.7 


*3.3 


One eye involved 


100.0 


80.9 


19-1 


6-6 


10.2 


*2.4 


MALE 














All ages, 6 years and over 














Total impaired persons- 


100.0 


73.9 


26-1 


11-9 


11.0 


3.2 


Both eyes involved 


100.0 


61.9 i 


1 38.1 


21.9 


13.3 


*2.8 


Cannot read newsprint 


100.0 


41.1 


58.9 


41.1 


17.0 


* 


Can read newsprint 


100.0 


73.0 


27.0 


11.8 


11.2 


*4.0 


One eye involved 


100.0 


83.5 


16.5 


4.0 


9.1 


*3.4 


6-64 years 














Total impaired versons- 


100.0 


78.3 


21.8 


5.7 


11.4 


4.7 


Both eyes involved'** 


ICO.O 


66-5 


33.5 


12.4 


16.1 


*4.9 


Cannot read newsprint 


100.0 


33-9 


66.9 


*35.6 


*30.5 




Can read newsprint 


100.0 


77-0 


23.3 


*5.1 


*11.9 


*6.2 


One eye involved 


100.0 


85-4 


14.6 


* 


8.3 


*4.5 


65 years and over 














Total impaired persons- 


100.0 


67-8 


32.2 


20.6 


10.4 


* 


Both eyes involved^' 


100.0 


57-6 


42.4 


30-9 


10.7 


* 


Cannot read newsprint 


100.0 


45.0 


55.0 


44-1 


*10.5 


jt. 


Can read newsprint 


100.0 


67.7 


32.3 


20-6 


*10.3 


* 


One eye involved 


100.0 


79.9 


20.3 


*8-5 


*10.4 


JL. 



See footnotes at end of table. 






Table 9. Percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by activity limitation 
due to impaired vision according to sex, age, and degree of impairment: United States, July 1963-June 
1964— Con. 



[pala aft* ba:>OtJ un houj^fhulcl inu*rni*rtf> of the tiiilian. numn^liiolional fKipuiniiun. Tht* >onoy <!<*?*i;:n. i:t*ni*ral qualtfic aliun>. and tnfum.aiiun on iKt* rc*l».*ibJtU 

of iht* o:^iimau*>' art* »m»n in Appc*ncli\ I. Definition?: of icna^ are irnen in Xpponi!i\ ll] 



Sex, age, and degree of visual impairment 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 


No 

limita- 
tion of 
activity 




Limitation 


of activity 


Total 


Unable to 
carry on 
major 
activity* 


Limited 
in amount 
or kind 
of major 
activity* 


Limited, 
but not 
in major 
activity* 


FEMALE 














All ages, 6 years and over 






Percent 


distribution 




Total impaired persons- — — — — 


100.0 


7A.A 1 


1 25.6 


1 8.2 1 


1 12.8 


4.7 


Both eyes involved**^ 


100.0 


65.1 


34.9 


11.7 


16.8 


6.4 


Cannot read newsprint 


100.0 


42.0 


57.8 


25.3 


23.5 


8.9 


Can read newsprint 


100.0 


78.9 


21.2 


*3.5 


12.7 


4.9 


One eye involved 


100.0 


88.7 


11.3 


*2.8 


6.5 


*2.1 


6-64 years 














Total impaired persons- 


100.0 


84.6 


15.4 


*3.0 


8.1 


4.3 


Both eyes involved'^ 


100.0 


75.9 


24.1 


*A.8 


11.8 


*7.3 


Cannot read newsprint 


100.0 


53.2 


46.8 


*15.8 


*18.1 


*12.9 


Can read newsprint 


100.0 


83.7 


16.3 




*9.9 


*5.4 


One eye involved 


100.0 


93.8 


*6.2 


* 


*3.9 




65 years and over 












k 

1 


Total impaired persons- 


100.0 


65.5 


34.5 


12.7 


16.9 


5.0 


Both eyes involved^ — 


100.0 


57.8 


42.2 


16.4 


20.1 


5.7 


Cannot read newsprint 


100.0 


37.9 


62.1 


29.0 


25.8 


*7.3 


Can read newsprint 


100.0 


74.3 


25.7 


*5.7 


15.6 


*4.4 


One eye involved 


100.0 


82.1 


18.2 


*4.8 


*9.8 


*3.3 



1 Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
’^Includes unknown number of eyes involved. 

Includes unknown degree of impairment. 
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Table 10. Number of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by acciviCy limitation due to any cause, 
sex, age, and degree of impairment: United States, July 1963“June 1964 

hala an. f.a-,-1 on l.ou.ohol.1 int<-rwo«- of iho oiwl.an. nomn-titut.onal ,H,,,ulat.on. Tho «urw>> ,:‘-nrral qualifu-atmn.-, and informat.on on the reliability 

of lh<* Jin* in \ppon<li\ 1. D«»finilion«‘ of u*rin*»* aro tjixon in \|)fK*ndi\ llj 



, Total 

Sex, age, and degree of visual impairment ^ impaired 

: persons 

! 



BOTH SEXES 

All ages, 6 years and over 
Total impaired persons* 



Both eyes involved" 

Cannot read newsprint- 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved 



6-64 years 
Total impaired persons" 



Both eyes involved" 

Cannot read newsprint- 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved 



65 years and over 



Total impaired p^^rsons" 



Both eyes involved" 

Cannot read newsprint- 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved 



MALE 

All ages, 6 years and over 
,1 

Total impaired persons* 



Both eyes involved" 

Cannot read newsprint- 

Can read newsprint 

One eye inv^ ived 



6-64 years 

.1 

Total impaired persons* 



Both eyes involved" 

Cannot read newsprint- 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved 



65 years and over 



Total impaired persons" 



Both eyes involved" 

Cannot read newsprint- 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved 



No 

limita- 
tion of 
activity 



Limitation of activity 




Unable to 



Limited 



in amount 
i kind 

activity^ I 3 ccivity^ 



Limited, 
but not 
in major 
activity^ 



Number in thousands 



5,029| 


2,092 1 


2,937 1! 


901 i 


1,5291 


507 


2,666 


762 


1,904 


681 


924 


299 


9691 


121 


848 


436 


332 


80 


1,687 


640 


1,047 


242 


587 


218 


2,281 

i 


1,290 


991 


206 


584 


202 


2,614 


1,539 


1,075 


i 

202 j 


595 


278 


1,159 


492 


667 


151 i 


349 


167 


290 


56 


234 


93 i 


108 


*33 


865 


435 


430 


58 i 


240 


132 


1,411 


1,020 


391 


*49 ; 
1 
1 


234 


109 


2,415 


553 


1,862 


699 1 


934 


229 


1,507 


270 


1,237. 


530 


575 


132 


679 


65 


614 


342 


225 


47 


822 


205 


617 


185 


347 


86 


870 


270 


600} 


157 

J 


350 


94 


2,270 


994 


1,276 


\ 

\ 

520 ! 


i 

1 

1 603 


153 


1,005 


274 


! 

731; 


366 


293 


72 


348 


*38 


310 i 


210 


93 


* 


651 


236 


415 ' 


155 


197 


63 


1,229 


706 


523 ! 

i 

i 

1 


142 


304 


77 


1,325 


799 


527 j 


133 


237 


108 


490 


202 


289 


98 


142 


1 *49 


118 


*19 


99 


52 


*44 


* 


369 


182 


187 


*46 


97 


*45 


816 


589 


227 


32 


139 


56 


945 


196 


749 


387 


316 


*45 


514 


72 


442 


269 


1 151 


*23 


229 


*18 


211 


158 


i *49 


J. 


282 


54 


228 


109 


100 


*19 


413 


118 


296 


110 


I 165 


*21 



See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 10. Number of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by activity limitation due to any cause, 
sex, age, and degree of impairment: United States, July 1963- June 1964 — Con. 



an* on huu«‘ChoM inii*rt of ih«- i-iiilian. nonin*iiiuiiunal (lopulaiiun. The •‘unev ei-.-ijjn. iiualifii a(iun«. anti infumatiun ur the n*lia*i-hu 

of the are i*nen in \»|M*n<!i\ I. Deriniiion*^ of lenn*» are i*i\en in \ppen«li\ 111 



Sex, age, and degree of visual impairment 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 






Limitation 


of activity 


No 

limita- 
tion of 
activity 


Total! 

1 


Unable to 
carry on 
major 
activity* 


Limited 
in amount 
or kind 
of major 
activity* 


Limited, 
but not 
in major 
activity* 


FEMALE 














All ages, 6 years and over 




Number in thousands 






Total impaired persons*' 


2,759 


1 1,098 1 


1,661 


381 1 


926 1 


354 


Both eyes involved' 


1,661 


488 : 


1,173 


315 i 


, 631 i 


1 227 


Cannot read newsprint 


621 


83 : 


538 


226 : 


239 1 


i 73 


Can read newsprint 


1,036 


404 1 


, 632 


88 j 


i 390 

^ _ 1 


154 


One eye involved 


1,052 


584 


468 


64 1 

1 


279 

1 


f 125 


6-64 years 






1 




t 


\ 

! 


Total impaired persons" 


1,289 


740 


i 549 


70 ' 


! 308 

> 


i 171 


Both eyes involved' 


669 


290 


! 378 


54 : 


i 207 


: 118 


Cannot read newsprint 


171 1 


*36 i 


1 135 1 


*42 : 


63 1 *J0 


Can read newsprint 


496 


253 i 


i 243 1 




1 14J 




One eye involved 


595 


431 i 


164 j 


*16 


! 95 


53 


65 years and over 






1 




< 

i 




Total impaired persons" 


i 1,471 


358 


1,113 1 


311 


j 618 


' 184 


Both eyes involved" 


992 


198 


794 i 


261 


j 424 


t 109 


Cannot read newsprint 


449 


47 


403 I 


184 


j 176 


! *43 


Can read newsprint 


540 


151 


389 


76 


247 


67 


One eye involved 


457 


153 


304 


*47 


j 184 

* 


73 



^ Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, 
'Includes unknown number of eyes involved. 

^'Includes unknown degree of impairment. 



or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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Table 11. Percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 
due to any cause according to sex, age, and degree of impairment: 



years and over, by activity limitation 
United States, July 1963-June 1964 



[Data !ifO l.aswl on hou.xchold inlcmoxxs of ihc cmlian. nonin>lilulional population. Tho survey ile.<i)-n, }-cnefal qualillcalions, 

of the c.sUmaie< are >>ivcn in \ppenilW I. Dofinilions of terms arc* «ivc*n in .\ppendiv IIJ 



and informalion on iht- reliabilhy 



Sex, age, and degree of visual impairment 









Limitation 


of activity 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 


No 

limita- 
tion of 
activity 


Total 


Unable to 
carry on 
major 
activity^ 


Limited 
in amount 
or kind 
of major 
activity^ 


Limited, 
but not 
in major 
activity^ 



BOTH SEXES 

All ages, 6 years and over 

o 

Total impaired persons' 

Both eyes involved" 

Cannot read newsprint 

Can read newsprint----------****** 

One eye involved*----—***——****** 



6-64 years 

Total impaired persons"—* 

Both eyes involved’ ------------- 

Cannot read newsprint — 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved 

65 years and over 



Total impaired persons' 

Both eyes involved’'-- 

Cannot read newsprint 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved 



MALE 

All ag es, 6 years and over 
•> 

Total impaired persons" 



Both eyes involved'--— 
Cannot read newsprint 

Can read newsprint 

One eye Involved------- 



6-64 years 

Total impaired persons" — 

Both eyes involved'^-- 

Cannot read newsprint 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved 

65 years and over 



Total impaired persons" 

Both eyes involved" 

Cannot read newsprint 

Can read newsprint-----**-* 
One eye involved 



Percent distribution 



100.0 1| 


41.6 1 


58.4 1 

I - 


17.9 


30.4 


10.1 


100.0 


28.6 


71.4 


25.5 


34.7 


11.2 


100.0 


12.5 


87.5 


45.0 


34.3 


8.3 


100.0 


37.9 


62.1 


14.3 


34.8 


12.9 


100.0 


56.6 


43.4 


9.0 


25.6 


8.9 


100.0 


58.9 


41.1 


7.7 


22.8 


10.6 


100.0 


42.5 


57.5 


13.0 


30.1 


14.4 


100.0 


19.3 


80.7 


32.1 


37.2 


*11.4 


100.0 


50.3 


49.7 


6.7 


27.7 


15.3 


100.0 


72.3 


27.7 


*3.5 


16.6 


7.7 


100.0 


1 22.9 


77.1 


28.9 


38.7 


9.5 


100.0 


1 17.9 


82.1 


35.2 


38.2 


8.8 


100.0 


9.6 


90.4 


50.4 


33.1 


6.9 


100.0 


24.9 


75.1 


22.5 


42.2 


10.5 


100.0 


31.0 


69.0 


18.0 


40.2 


10.8 


100.0 1 


1 43.8 


56.2 


22.9 


26.6 


6.7 


100.0 


27.3 


72.7 


36.4 


29.2 


7.2 


100.0 


10.9 


89.1 


60.3 


26. 7 


ic 


100.0 


36.3 


63.7 


23.8 


30.3 


9.7 


100.0 


57.4 


42.6 


11.6 


24.7 


6.3 


100.0 


II 60.3 


39.8 


10.0 


21.7 


8.2 


100.0 


41.2 


59.0 


20.0 


29.0 


*10.0 


100.0 


*16.1 


83.9 


44.1 


*37.3 


-k 


100.0 


49.3 


50.7 


*12.5 


26.3 


*12.2 


100.0 


72.2 


27.8 


3.9 


17.0 


6.9 


100.0 


11 20.7 


79.3 


41.0 


33.4 


*4.8 


100.0 


I 1^-0 


86.0 


52.3 


29.4 


*4.5 


100.0 


*7.9 


92.1 


69.0 


*21.4 


★ 


100.0 


19.1 


80.9 


38.7 


35.5 


*6.7 


100.0 


II 28.6 


1 71.7 


26.6 


40.0 


*5.1 



See footnotes at end of table 



Table 11. Percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by activity limitation 
due to any cause according to sex, age, and degree of impairment: United States, July 1963-June 1964-^Con. 

[Data aro on hou-'ohoM intorviou^ of the milian. nonin-titutional population. Tho >urio> (loMpn. ^onoral qualifications, and information on th<‘ rcdiahilitv 

of the estimates are ^iien in \ppendi\ I. Definition'^ of terms are j»i\en in \ppendi\ u] 











Limitation 


of activity 


Sex, age, and degree of visual impairment 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 


No 

limita- 
tion of 
activity 


Total 


Unable to 
carry on 
major 
activity^ 


Limited 
in amount 
or kind 
of major 
activity* 


Limited, 
but not 
in major 
activity* 



FEMALE 

All ages, 6 years and over 
Total impaired persons* * 

Both eyes involved'^- 

Cannot read newsprint 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved-— 

6-64 years 

Total impaired persons*-— — --- 

Both eyes involved*^ 

Cannot read newsprint 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved---------- 

65 years and over 

Total impaired persons*-——-- 

Both eyes involved'^— « 

Cannot read newsprint 

Can read newsprint 

One eye involved-----------—-—----. 



Percent distribution 



100.0 


39.8 


60.2 


13.8 


33.6 


12.8 


100.0 


29.4 


70.6 


19.0 


38.0 


13.7 


100.0 


13.4 


86.6 


36.4 


38.5 


11.8 


100.0 


39.0 


61.0 


8.5 


37.6 i 


14.9 


100.0 


55.5 


44.5 


6.1 


26.5 


1 11.9 


100.0 


57.4 


42.6 


5.4 


23.9 


13.3 


100.0 


43.3 


56.5 


8.1 


1 30.9 I 


17.6 


100.0 


21.1 


78.9 


*24.6 1 


! 36.8 


*17.5 


100.0 


51.0 


49.0 


1 


28.8 


17.7 


100.0 


72.4 


27.6 


*2.7 


16.0 


8.9 


100.0 


24.3 


75.7 


21.1 ! 


i ' 

1 42.0 j 


1 

! 12.5 


100.0 


20.0 


80.0 1 


26.3 


42.7 1 


11.0 


100.0 


10.5 


89.8 1 


41.0 


39.2 


*9.6 


100.0 


28.0 


72.0 i 


14.1 


45.7 


12.4 


100.0 

1 


33.5 


66.5 


*10.3 


40.3 


16.0 



^Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities, 

*Includes unknown nitknber of eyes involved. 

^Includes unknown degree of impairment. 
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Table 12. Number and percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by activity 
limitation due to impaired vision according to sex and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964 



[Oal.i 4fc ha -I'd on fiou.-i'huld *n(er\*en.- of iho civilian* nonm,-ti(utiona! population. Thi* -ur\v*\ di*.-i^n, general qualificatiuni^, and infurniatiun on the reliabilitx 

of the estimates are j»i\en in \pnendi\ 1. Definitions of terms are i»ivon in \ppendix Il3 
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Table 13. Number and percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by activity 
limitation due to any cause according to sex and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964 



i 

I 

I 

I 

1 

i 

» 









■ > 



[Oain arc on hou.^oholc) of iho rmlian. nonin.-iiiuiional pupulahun. Th<‘ .-uriox iieneral qualifi( ahon>. and infomiaiion on ilic roliahiliu 

of ihc‘ osiimaios arc in Xppondix I. Dofiniiion'*' of U‘rm?^ arc* jiiion in \ppc‘ndi.\ ll] 



Sex and age 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 






Limitation 


of activity 


No 

limita- 
tion of 
activity 


Total 


} 

Unable to 
carry on | 
major 
activity* 


Limited 
in amount 
or kind 
of major 
activity* 


Limited, 
but not 
in major 
activity* 


Both sexes 




Number in thousands 






All ages, 6 years and over — 


5,029 1 


1 2,092 


2,937 


901 


1,529 


507 


6-44 years 


1,224 


896 


328 


*42 


164 


122 


45-64 years 


1,391 


643 


748 


161 


431 


156 


65-74 years-— — 


1,087 


315 


772 


202 


442 


128 


75 years and over 


1,328 


239 


1,090 


497 


492 


100 


6-64 years 


2,614 


1,539 


1,075 


202 


595 


278 


65 years and over 


2,415 


553 


1,862 


i 699 


934 j 


229 


Male 










1 

i 




All ages, 6 years and over 


2,270 


994 


1,276 


520 


603 1 


1 153 


6-44 years 


647 


480 


167 


*21 


91 j 


55 


45-64 years 


679 


319 


360 


112 


196 1 


i 53 


65-74 years 


442 


117 


325 


123 


174 i 


i *28 


75 years and over 


502 


78 


424 


264 


142 ! 


1 *17 


6-64 years 


1,325 


799 


527 


133 


287 1 


108 


65 years and over 


945 


196 


749 


387 


316 


*45 


Female 














All ages, 6 years and over 


2,759 


1,098 


1,661 


381 


926 


354 


6-44 years 


577 


416 


161 


*21 


73 


67 


45-64 years 


712 


324 


388 


*49 


236 


103 


65-74 years 


645 


198 


447 


79 


268 


101 


75 years and over 


826 


160 


666 


233 


350 


83 


6-64 years 


1,289 


740 


549 


70 


308 


171 


65 years and over 


1,471 


358 1 


1 1,113 


311 


618 


184 


Both sexes 


I 

1 




Percent 


distribution 




All ages, 6 years and over------ — ---- 


100.0 


41.6 


58.4 


17.9 


30.4 1 


i 10.1 


6-44 years 


100.0 


73.2 


26.8 


3.4 


13.4 


10.0 


45-64 years 


100.0 


46.2 


53.8 


11.6 


31.0 


11.2 


65-74 years 


100.0 


29.0 


71.0 


18.6 


40.7 


11.8 


75 years and over 


100.0 


18.0 


82.1 


37.4 


37.0 


7.5 


6-64 years 


100.0 


58.9 


41.1 


7.7 


22.8 


10.6 


65 years and over 


100.0 


22.9 


77.1 


28.9 


38.7 


9.5 


Male 














All ages, 6 years and over 


100.0 


43.8 


56.2 


22.9 


26.6 


6.7 


6-44 years 


100.0 


74.2 


25.8 


*3.2 


14.1 


8.5 


45-64 years 


100.0 


47.0 


53.0 


16.5 


28.9 


7.8 


65-74 years 


100.0 


26.5 


73.5 


27.8 


39.4 


! *6.3 


75 years and over 


100.0 


15.5 


84.5 


52.6 


28.3 




6-64 years 


100.0 


60.3 


39.8 


10.0 


21.7 


! 8.2 


65 years and over 


100.0 


20.7 


79.3 


41.0 


33.4 


: *4.8 


Female 












i 


All ages, 6 years and over 


100.0 


39.8 


60.2 


13.8 


33.6 


i 12.8 


6-44 years 


100.0 


72.1 


27.9 


*3.6 


12.7 i 11.6 


45-64 years 


100.0 


45.5 


54.5 


*6.9 


33.1 


14.5 


65-74 years 


100.0 


30.7 


69.3 


12.2 


41.6 


! 15.7 


75 years and over- — — — 


100.0 


19.4 


80.6 


28.2 


42.4 


10.0 


6-64 years-- 


100.0 


57.4 


42.6 


5.4 


23.9 


13.3 


65 years and over 


100.0 


24.3 


75.7 


21.1 


42.0 


12.5 



*Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities* 
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Table 14. Number and percent distribution of total population aged 6 years and over with 1 or more chronic 
conditions, by activity limitation due to any cause according to sex and age: United States, July 1963-June 



1964 



[c. 



iCa ar** ha-tn! hou.'^ohoM inU*r\ 



u*rt*uf Um* i Nunjn-tuuiiurwtl |K>puLUio«. Tlu* >ur\»*\ general quahncatu>n>, ani^ infurn»atiun on the rt*linbilit\ 

of the o^lirnnK*^ an* in \ppon<li\ I. Definition." of term? are «i\en in Appendix IlJ 



t 

Sex and age 


Total 
popula- 
tion, 64- 
years 
with 14- 
chronic 
condi- 
tions 


No 

limita- 
tion of 
activity 




Limitation 


of activity 


Total 


Unable to 
carry on 
major 
activity' 


Limited 
in amount 
or kind 
of major 
activity' 


Limited, 
but not 
in major 
activity' 


Both sexes 






Number 


in thousands 






All ages, 6 years and over 


79,910 


57,652 


22,257 


4,109 


11,854 


6,294 


6-44 years — -------------- — ----- — — 


41,309 


34,848 


6,461 


521 


3,067 


2,874 


45-64 years 


24,596 


17,097 


7,499 


1,105 


4,258 


2,135 


65-74 years — - — - — 


8,854 


4,128 


4,726 


1,052 


2,792 


882 


75 years and over 


5,150 


1,579 


3,572 


1,431 


1,737 


404 


6-64 years — — - — - — 


65,905 


51,945 


13,960 


1,626 


7,325 


5,009 


65 years and over 


14,004 


5,707 


8,297 


2,483 


4,529 


1,285 


Male 














All ages, 6 years and over- — ---- — --- 


36,813 


26,173 


10,640 


2,735 


5,447 


2,458 


6-44 years-- — - — 


19,289 


16,263 


3,026 


299 


1,471 


1,256 


45-64 years 


11,474 


7,851 


3,623 


838 


1,962 


823 


65-74 years 


3,908 


1,508 


2,400 


775 


1,349 


276 


75 years and over 


2,141 


550 


1,591 


823 


665 


104 


6-64 years 


30,763 


24,114 


6,649 


1,137 


3,433 


2,079 


65 years and over 


6,049 


2,058 


3,991 


1,598 


2,014 


379 


Female 














All ages, 6 years and over 


43,097 


31,480 


11,617 


1,374 


6,407 


3,836 


6-44 years 


22,020 


18,585 


3,435 


222 


1,596 


1,617 


45-64 years 


13,122 


9,246 


3,876 


267 


2,296 


1,313 


65-74 years 


4,946 


2,620 


2,326 


277 


1,442 


606 


75 years and over 


3,009 


1,029 


1,980 


608 


1,072 


300 


6-64 years 


35,142 


27,831 


7,311 


489 


3,892 


2,930 


65 years and over 


7,955 


3,649 


4,306 


885 


2,515 


906 


Both sexes 






Percent 


distribution 




All ages, 6 years and over 


100.0 


72.1 


27.9 


5.1 


14.8 


7.9 


6-44 years 


100.0 


84.4 


15.6 


1.3 


7.4 


7.0 


45-64 years 


100.0 


69.5 


30.5 


4.5 


17.3 


8.7 


65-74 years 


100.0 


46.6 


53.4 


11.9 


31.5 


10.0 


75 years and over 


100.0 


30.7 


69.4 


27.8 


33.7 


7.8 


6-64 years 


100.0 


78.8 


21.2 


2.5 


11.1 


7.6 


65 years and over 


100.0 


40.8 


59.2 


17.7 


32.3 


9.2 


Male 














All ages, 6 years and over 


100.0 


71.1 


28.9 


7.4 


14.8 


6.7 


6-44 years------- — ----- — — 


1 100.0 


84.3 


15.7 


1.6 


7.6 


6.5 


45-64 years 


i 100.0 


68.4 


31.6 


7.3 


17.1 


7.2 


65-74 years 


I 100.0 


38.6 


61.4 


19.8 


34.5 


7.1 


75 years and over 


1 100.0 


25.7 


74.3 


38.4 


31.1 


4.9 


6-64 years 


; 100.0 


78.4 


21.6 


3.7 


11.2 


6.8 


65 years and over 


100.0 


34.0 


66.0 


26.4 


33.3 


6.3 


Female 














All ages, 6 years and over 


100.0 


73.0 


27.0 


3.2 


14.9 


8.9 


6-44 years 


100.0 


84,4 


15.6 


1.0 


7.2 


7.3 


45-64 years- 


100.0 


70.5 


29.5 


2.0 


17.5 


10.0 


65-74 years 


100.0 


53.0 


47.0 


5.6 


29.2 


12.3 


75 years and over 


100.0 


34.2 


65.8 


20.2 


35.6 


10.0 


6-64 years 


100.0 


79.2 


20.8 


1.4 


11.1 


8.3 


65 years and over 


100.0 


45.9 


54.1 


11.1 


31.6 


11.4 



^Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities. 
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Table 15. Number and percent of visually impaired persons aged 17 years and over, by labor force status, sex, 

age, and degree of impairment: United States, July 1963-June 1964 



[Data are on household intomou.-* of (hf ( uilian. nunin-litutlonal population. Tho “urxi'x <lo-i;»n. ;»i*noral (|ualifKauon>. and information on tho roitahiim 

of tho ostimatos aro ;»l\(*n in Nppondix I. Dofinition> of lorms are ;»i\(*n in \npon<Ii\ ||] 



Sex, age, and degree of visual impairment 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 


Impaired persons 
in labor force 


! 

Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 


Impaired persons 
in labor force 


Total 


Currently 

employed 


1 

Total] 

1 


Currently 
! employed 

i 


BOTH SEXES 














All ages, 17 years and over 


Number in thousands 




Percent 


Total impaired persons' 


4,716 


1,585 


1,472 


100.0 


33.6 


31.2 


Both eyes involved” --------------------------- 


2,535 


617 


571 


100.0 


24.3 


22.5 


Cannot read newsprint-- 


945 


117 


108 


100.0 


12.4 


11.4 


Can read newsprint 


1,581 


494 


458 


100.0 


1 31.2 


29.0 


One eye involved 


2,108 


943 


876 


100.0 


1 44.7 


1 41.6 


17-44 years 








i 




1 


Total impaired persons' 


910 


593 


542 


100.0 j 


65.2 


, 59.6 


Both eyes involved” ---------------------------- 


310 


157 


138 


100.0 ! 


50.6 


i 44.5 


Cannot read newsprint------------------------ 


73 


*27 


*21 


100.0 


*37.0 


; *28.8 


Can read newsprint 


236 


129 


117 


100.0 J 


54.7 


49.6 


One eye involved — — 


588 


430 


398 


100.0 ! 


73.1 


67.7 

r 


45-64 years 












i 

1 


Total impaired persons' 


1,391 


755 


704 


100.0 


54.3 


1 50.6 


Both eyes involved” 


719 


326 


303 


100.0 


45.3 


1 42.1 


Cannot read newsprint 


193 


51 


*48 


100.0 


26.4 


1 *24.9 


Can read newsprint 


522 


274 


255 


100.0 


52.5 


48.9 


One eye involved 


649 


412 


383 


100.0 


63.5 


1 59.0 


65 years and over 












i 


Total impaired persons' 


2,415 


237 


226 


100.0 


9.8 


; 9.4 

1 


Both eyes involved- ---------------------------- 


1,507 


129 


125 


100.0 


8.6 


! 8.3 


Cannot read newsprint----------------------- 


679 


*39 


*38 


100.0 


*5.7 


! *5.6 


Can read newsprint 


822 


90 


86 


100.0 


10.9 


! 10.5 


One eye involved 


870 


100 


95 


100.0 


11.5 


! 10.9 


MALE, 17 YEARS AND OVER 














Total impaired persons' 


2,099 


1,106 


1,034 


100.0 


52.7 


49.3 


Both eyes involved” ---------------------------- 


942 


384 


364 


100.0 


40.8 


38.6 


Cannot read newsprint 


332 


75 


69 


100.0 


22.6 


20.8 


Can read newsprint 


604 


305 


291 


100.0 


50.5 


48.2 


One eye involved 


1,124 


708 


656 


100.0 


63.0 


58.4 


FEMALE, 17 YEARS AND OVER 










1 




Total impaired persons' 


2,617 


479 


437 


1 

100.0 


18.3 


16.7 


Both eyes involved” ------------------------ — -- 


1,594 


233 


207 


100.0 


14.6 


13.0 


Cannot read newsprint--------- — — 


613 


*43 


*38 


100.0 


*7.0 


*6.2 


Can read newsprint 


977 


189 


167 


100.0 


19.3 


17.1 


One eye involved 


984 


235 


219 


100.0 


23.9 

1 


22.3 



^Includes unknown number of 
“Includes unknown degree of 



eyes involved, 
impairment . 
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Table 16* Number and percent of visually impaired persons aged 17 years and over, by labor force status, sex, 

age, and degree of impairment: United States, July 1963- June 1964 

[bata aro on houM*hoM »nU*r\u‘v\.* of the uulian, nomn.-'tituUonal la^pulation. The >ur\e\ doM^n. general cjualifica(ion>, an<I inforniation on tho roliabiliu 

of tho ostimatoi! arc jjivon in '\ppon<liN I. Pofinitions of torn aro i»i\on in Nppondix III 



Sex, age, and degree of visual impairment 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 


Impaired persons 
in labor force 


Total 
visua lly 
impaired 
persons 


Impaired persons 
in labor force 


Total 


Currently 

employed 


Total 


Currently 

employed 


BOTH SEXES 














Age 


Number in thousands 




Percent 




All ages, 17 years and over 


4,716 


1,585 


1,472 


100.0 


33.6 


31.2 


17-44 years 


910 


593 


542 


100.0 


65.2 


59.6 


45-64 years 


1,391 


755 


704 


100.0 


54.3 


50.6 


65 years and over 


2,415 


237 


226 


100.0 


9.8 


9.4 


Degree of visual impairment 














Both eyes involved^ 


2,535 


617 


571 


100.0 


24.3 


22.5 


Cannot read newsprint 


945 


117 


108 


100.0 


12.4 


11.4 


Can read newsprint 


1,581 


494 


458 


100.0 


31.2 


29.0 


One eye involved 


2,108 


943 


876 


100.0 


44.7 


41.6 


MALE 














Age 














All ages, 17 years and over 


2,099 


1,106 


1,034 


100.0 


52.7 


49.3 


17-44 years 


475 


416 


384 


100.0 


87.6 


80.8 


45-64 years 


679 


521 


490 


100.0 


76.7 


72.2 


65 years and over 


945 


169 


161 


100.0 


17.9 


17.0 


Degree of visual impairment 














Both eyes involved* 


942 


384 


364 


100.0 


40.8 


38.6 


Cannot read newsprint 


332 


75 


69 


100.0 


22.6 


20.8 


Can read newsprint 


604 


305 


291 


100.0 


50.5 


48.2 


One eye involved 


1,124 


708 


656 


100.0 


63.0 


58.4 


FEMALE 














Age 














All ages, 17 years and over 


2,617 


479 


437 


100.0 


18.3 


16.7 


17-44 years 


435 


177 


158 


100.0 


40.7 


36.3 


45-64 years 


712 


235 


214 


100.0 


33.0 


30.1 


65 years -^^nd over 


1,471 


68 


65 


100.0 


4.6 


4.4 


Degree of visual impairment 














Both eyes involved* 


1,594 


233 


207 


100.0 


14.6 


13.0 


Cannot read newsprint 


613 


*43 


*38 


100.0 


*7.0 


*6.2 


Can read newsprint 


977 


189 


167 


100.0 


19.3 


17.1 


One eye involved 


984 


235 


219 


100.0 


23.9 


22.3 



^Includes unknown degree of impairment. 



Table 17. Number and percent of total population aged 17 years and over, by labor force status, 

sex, and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964 



[Data are baiscd on household inters iov\s of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix llj 



Sex and age 



Total 

popula- 

tion 



Persons in labor 
force 



Total 



Currently 

employed 



I 



Both sexes 



All ages, 17 years and over 

17-44 years 

45-64 years 

65 years and over 

Male 



All ages, 17 years and over 

17-44 years 

45-64 years 

65 years and over 

Female 



All ages, 17 years and over 

17-44 years 

45-64 years 

65 years and over 

Both sexes 



All ages, 17 years and over 

17-44 years 

45-64 years 

65 years and over--- 

Male 



All ages, 17 years and over 

17-44 years 

45-64 years 

65 years and over 

Female 



All ages, 17 years and over- 

17-44 years 

45-64 years 

65 years and over 



Number in thousands 



119,868 


73,556 


70,122 


65,244 


44,077 


41,614 


37,602 


26,026 


25,181 


17,022 


3,453 


3,327 


56,568 


47,555 


45,730 


30,872 


28,455 


27,201 


18,153 


16,745 


16,260 


7,544 


2,354 


2,269 


63,300 


26,001 


24,392 


34,373 


15,622 


14,413 


19,449 


9,281 


8,921 


9,479 


1,099 


1,058 




Percent 


100.0 


61.4 


58.5 


100.0 


67.6 


63.8 


100.0 


69.2 


67.0 


100.0 


20.3 


19.5 


100.0 


84.1 


80.8 


100.0 


92.2 


88.1 


100.0 


92.2 


89.6 


100.0 


31.2 


30.1 


100.0 


41.1 


38.5 


100.0 


45.4 


41.9 


100.0 


47.7 


45.9 


100.0 


11.6 


11.2 



NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports 
on the civilian population of the United States, in Current Population Reports: Series P-20, P-25, 
and P-60; and Bureau of Labor Statistics monthly report. Employment and Earnings. 
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Table 18. Number and percent distribution of total population and visually impaired persons aged 
17 years and over, by living arrangements according to degree of impairment, sex, and age: 
United States, July 1963- June 1964 



r Data arc baaud un huuauhuld inU.‘r\ie»s uf the wuiban, nuninstitutiunal pupulatiun. Thu Sur\u% duaign, guneral qualificatiuna, and informatiun 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix llj 



Sex, age, and living arrangement 


Total 

popula- 

tion 


1 

Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons^ 


Degree of visual impairment 


Both eyes involved 


One 

eye 

involved 


r 

! 

Total- j 


Cannot 

read 

news- 

print 


Can 

read 

news- 

print 


Both sexes 




Number in thousands 






All ages, 17 years and over 


119,868 


4,716 


2,535 


1 945 


1,581 


2,107 


Living alone 


8,734 


937 


554 


197 


355 


368 


Living with relatives 


107,671 


3,589 


1,866 


703 


1,156 


1,669 


Living with nonrelatives 


3,464 


191 


115 


*45 


69 


71 


17-64 years 


102,846 


2,301 


1,029 


266 


758 


1,237 


Living alone 


5,051 


247 


134 


*30 


103 


108 


Living with relatives 


94,914 


1,978 


855 


228 


624 


1,092 


Living with nonrelatives 


2,881 


76 


*40 


* 


*31 


*36 


65 years and over * 


17,022 


2,415 


1,507 


679 


822 


870 


Living alone 


3,683 


690 


420 


167 


252 


259 


Living with relatives 


12,757 


1,611 


1,012 


475 


532 


577 


Living witli ronrelatives 


582 


115 


75 


*37 


*38 


*34 


Male 














All ages, 17 years and over 


56,568 


2,099 


942 


332 


604 


1,124 


Living alone 


3,202 


295 


149 


59 


88 


142 


Living with relatives 


51,757 


1,716 


742 


261 


478 


946 


Living with nonrelatives 


1,609 


87 


50 


* 


*38 


*36 


Female 














All ages, 17 years and over 


63,300 


2,617 


1,594 


613 


977 


984 


Living alone 


5,532 


641 


405 


138 


267 : 


226 


Living with relatives 


55,914 


1,873 


1,124 


442 


678 


723 


Living with nonrelatives 


1,854 


103 


65 


*33 


*32 


*35 



See footnotes at end of table. 




Table 18. Number and percent distribution of total population and visually Impaired persons aged 
17 years and over, by living arrangements according to degree of Impairment, sex, and age: 
United itates, July 196 3- June 1964 — Con. 



[baU arc baaed o.. Aouaehold intcrvicHa of the cuilian, nuninatitutiunal populatiun. The aur\u\ deaign, general jualiricatiuna, and infurn.atiun 
on the reliability of the estimates arc given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms arc given in Appendix iQ 



Sex, age, and living arrangement 


Total 

popula- 

tion 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons^ 


Degree of visual Impairment 


Both 


eyes involved 


One 

eye 

involved 


Total- 


Cannot 

read 

news- 

print 


Can 

read 

news- 

print 


Both sexes 






Percent distribution 




All ages, 17 years and over 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


Living alone 


7.3 


19.9 


21.9 


20.8 


22.5 


17.5 


Living with relatives 


89.8 


76.1 


73.6 


74.4 


73.1 


79.2 


Living with nonrelatives 


2.9 


4.1 


4.5 


*4.8 


4.4 


3.4 


17-64 years 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


Living alone 


4.9 


10.7 


13.0 


*11.3 


13.6 


8.7 


Living with relatives 


92.3 


86.0 


83.1 


85.7 


82.3 


88.3 


Living with nonrelatives 


2.8 


3.3 


*3,9 


* 


*4.1 


*2.9 


65 years and over-T 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


Living alone 


21.6 


28.6 


27.9 


24.6 


30.7 


29.8 


Living with relatives 


74.9 


66.7 


67.2 


70.0 


64.7 


66.3 


Living with nonrelatives 


3.4 


4.8 


5.0 


*5.4 


*4.6 


*3.9 


Male 














All ages, 17 years and over 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


Living alone 


5.7 


14.1 


15.8 


17.8 


14.6 


12.6 


Living with relatives 


91.5 


81.8 


78.8 


78.6 


79.1 


84.2 


Living with nonrelatives 


2.8 


4.1 


5.3 


* 


*6.3 


*3.2 


Female 














All ages, 17 years and over 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


100.0 


Living alone 


8.7 


24.5 


25.4 


22.5 


27.3 


23.0 


Living with relatives 


88.3 


71.6 


70.5 


72.1 


69.4 


73.5 


Livi.ng with nonrelatives 


2.9 


3.9 


4.1 


*5.4 


*3.3 


*3.6 



^Includes unknown number of eyes involved. 

-Includes unknown degree of impairment. 

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports 

on the civilian population of the United States, in Current Population Reports: Series P-20. P-25 
and P-60. ’ ’ 
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Table 19. Number and percent of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over who used an aid, by type of aid 
degree of impairment, sex, age, family income, and educational level: United States, July 1963--June 1964 * 



I 



I 






^at:t af<» Jia*<**l on hou*^choiiI inforiicw- of ihc iiiJjan. nonin*titutional {iopula(<un. ihi.* -uf\c\ jji'a<»ral ciualification::* amJ inforrnauon on ihc rcliabilitv of the 

ari‘ t:i\on in \prM’mIt\ I. Dcfinitton*^ of ierra< a«‘ jriven in Xppomlix II ] 




^Includes "other** and unknown type of aid. 
“Includes unknown number of eyes involved. 
'Includes unknown degree of impairment. 
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^Includes unknown nuiaber of eyes involved. 
-Includes unknown degree of ir;pairr:enc. 
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Table 21, Number and percent distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over who 
were given the vision supplement, by age at which visual impairment first interfered with daily 
activities according to degree of impairment, sex, and age: United States, July 1963-June 1964 



[Data are based on household inter\iews of the Chilian, noninstitutional population. The sur\e\ design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 



Degree of visual impairment, 
sex, and age 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons 

given 

supplement ‘ 


Age at 


: which visual impairment first interfered 
with daily activities 


At 

birth 


Under 

17 

years 


17-44 

years 


45-64 

years 


65+ 

years 


Never 

interfered 


Degree of visual impairment 






Number 


in thousands 






Totc,l impaired persons"--- 


1,476 


79 


115 


193 


368 


645 


60 


o 

Both eyes involved ----- — — 


1,223 


67 


98 


165 


279 


548 


52 


Cannot read newsprint-- 


966 


53 


63 


134 


210 


457 


*38 


Can read newsprint----- - ---- 


257 


* 


*35 


*31 


69 


92 


* 


One eye involved-- — 


232 


* 


* 


*25 


82 


92 


* 


Sex 
















Male 


551 


*33 


*41 


83 


145 


218 


*24 


Female--— 


925 


*46 


75 


110 


223 


427 


*36 


Age 
















6-44 years--- — 


155 


*46 


51 


52 






* 


45-64 years------ 


307 


*24 


*31 


88 


153 




* 


65 years and over------------- 


1,014 


* 


*33 


54 


215 


642 


*45 


Degree of visual inqiairment 






Percent 


distribution 






Total impaired persons^--- 


100,0 


5,4 


7,8 


13,1 


24,9 


43,7 


4,1 


3 

Both eyes involved 


100,0 


5,5 


8,0 


13,5 


22,8 


44,8 


4^3 


Cannot read newsprint— 


100,0 


5,5 


6,5 


13,9 


21,7 


47,3 


*3^9 


Can read newsprint-— 


100,0 


* 


*13,6 


*12,1 


26,8 


35,8 


* 


0ns eye involved-- — 


100,0 


* 


* 


*10,8 


35,3 


39,7 


* 


Sex 
















Male- — 


100,0 


*6,0 


*7,4 


15,1 


26,3 


39,6 


*4*4 


Female------ — - — 


100,0 


*5,0 


8,1 


11,9 


24,1 


46,2 


*3^9 


Age 
















6-44 years- — — — - — ------ — 


100,0 


*29,7 


32,9 


33,5 






* 


45-64 years 


100,0 


*7,8 


*10,1 


28,7 


49,8 


• 


* 


65 years and over-—-——- 


100,0 


* 


*3,3 


5,3 


21,2 


63,3 


*4*4 



^Includes unknown age at first interference, 

^Includes unknown number of eyes involved, 

3 

Includes unknown degree of impairment. 
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Table 22. Number and percent of persons in the total population and of visually impaired persons 
aged 6 years and over with selected chronic conditions, by degree of impairment; United States, 
July 1963-June 1964 



£Oata arc basud on housuhold interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionu! population. The survev design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability of the o.stimatc.s are given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in .Appendix ll] 



Selected chronic conditions^ 


Total 

popula- 

tion, 

6 years 
and over 


Total 

visually 

impaired 

persons^ 


Degree of visual impairment 


Both eyes involved 


One 

eye 

involved 


Total^ 


Cannot 

read 

news- 

print 


Can 

read 

news- 

print 






Number in thousands 






Hearing impairment- 


8,114 


1,152 


752 


329 


422 


385 


Goiter or thyroid trouble 


2,695 


140 


85 


*32 


53 


*49 


Diabetes 


2,311 


341 


249 


120 


127 


87 


Anemia-—-----—-- 


824 


68 


*49 


*16 


*33 


*19 


Vascular lesions of the central nervous 














system — 


948 


210 


147 


88 


58 


59 


Selected heart diseases 


3,949 


481 


333 


148 


182 


144 


Hypertensive heart disease 


1,398 


309 


223 


115 


106 


82 


Hypertension without heart involvement---- 


7,639 


726 


438 


153 


284 


274 


General arteriosclerosis 


809 


172 


128 


60 


68 


*44 








Percent 






Hearing impairment- — - 


5.0 


22.9 


28.2 


34.0 


25.0 


16.9 


Goiter or thyroid trouble 


1.7 


2.8 


3.2 


*3.3 


3.1 


*2.1 


Diabetes 


1.4 


6.8 


9.3 


12.4 


7.5 


3.8 


Anemia--- — - 


0.5 


1.4 


*1.8 


*1.7 


*2.0 


*0.8 


Vascular lesions of the central nervous 














system— — 


0.6 


4.2 


5.5 


9.1 


3.4 


2.6 


Selected heart diseases 


2.5 


9.6 


12.5 


15.3 


10.8 


6.3 


Hypertensive heart disease 


0.9 


6.1 


8.4 


11.9 


6.3 


3.6 


Hypertension without heart involvement 


4.7 


14.4 


16.4 


15.8 


16.8 


12.0 


General arteriosclerosis 


0.5 


3.4 


4.8 


6.2 


4.0 


*1.9 



^See Appendix II for definitions. 

“Includes unknown number of eyes involved. 

o 

Includes unknown degree of impairment. 
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Table 23. Number and percent of persons in the total population and visually impaired persons 
aged 6 years and over with selected chronic conditions, by age: United States, July 1963- June 
1964 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional (wpulation. The aurvev design, general qualifications, and inferivation 
on the reliability of the estimates arc given in Appendix 1. Definitions of terms arc given in Apnendix llj 





Total population 


Visually impaired 
persons 


Selected chronic conditions^ 


Total 


6-64 

years 


65 

years 

and 

over 


Total 


6-64 

years 


65 

years 

and 

over 







Number in 


thousands 




Hearing impairment 


8,114 


4,611 


3,503 


1,152 


314 


838 


Goiter or thyroid trouble 


2,695 


2,423 


272 


140 


76 


63 


Diabetes 


2,311 


1,424 


887 


341 


122 


220 


Anemia 


824 


662 


162 


68 


*27 


*41 


Vascular lesions of the central nervous system 


948 


344 


605 


210 


*40 


170 


Selected heart diseases 


3,949 


2,046 


1,903 


481 


150 


331 


Hypertensive heart disease 


1,398 


532 


866 


309 


65 


243 


Hypertension without heart involvement 


7,639 


4,879 


2,760 


726 


270 


456 


General arteriosclerosis 


809 


191 


618 


172 


*20 


152 








Percent 






Hearing impairment 


5.0 


3.2 


20.6 


22.9 


12.0 


34.7 


Goiter or thyroid trouble 


1.7 


1.7 


1.6 


2.8 


2.9 


2.6 


Diabetes 


1.4 


1.0 


5.2 


6.8 


4.7 


9.1 


Anemia 


0.5 


0.5 


1.0 


1.4 


*1.0 


*1.7 


Vascular lesions of the central nervous system 


0.6 


0.2 


3.6 


4.2 


*1.5 


7.0 


Selected heart diseases 


2.5 


1.4 


11.2 


9.6 


5.7 


13.7 


Hypertensive heart disease 


0.9 


0.4 


5.1 


6.1 


2.5 


10.1 


Hypertension without heart involvement 


4.7 


3.4 


16.2 


14.4 


10.3 


18.9 


General arteriosclerosis 


0.5 


0.1 


3.6 


3.4 


*0.8 


6.3 



^See Appendix II for definitions. 



1 

I 



! 
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Table 24. Number and percent of persons in the total population and of visually impaired persons 
v/ith selected chronic conditions, by sex: United States, July 1963-June 1964 

^Datu are based on household intersiews of the cisiliun, noninstilutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on tho reliability of the estimates are given in \ppendi.’< I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II] 





Total population, 


all ages 


Visually impaired persons, 
6 years and over 


Selected chronic conditions*^ 














Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 



Hearing impairment 


8,168 


N 

4,577 


umber in 
3,592 


thousands 

1,152 


556 


596 


Goiter or thyroid trouble 


2,709 


306 


2,403 


140 


19 


121 


Diabetes 


2,313 


964 


1,349 


341 


111 


231 


Anemia- 


898 


162 


737 


68 


12 


56 


Vascular lesions of the central nervous 
system 


952 


492 


460 


210 


89 


121 


Selected heart diseases 


3,966 


2,170 


1,797 


481 


208 


273 


Hypertensive heart disease 


1,398 


492 


906 


309 


77 


232 


Hypertension without heart involvement — 


7,639 


2,303 


5,336 


726 


185 


541 


General arteriosclerosis--- 


809 


388 


420 


172 


75 


97 


Hearing impairment— 


27.4 


37.4 


Perc 

20.4 


ent 

22.9 


24.5 


21.6 


Goiter or thyroid trouble 


9.1 


2.5 


13.7 


2.8 


0.8 


4.4 


Diabetes 


7.8 


7.9 


7.7 


6.8 


4.9 


8.4 


Anemia-- 


3.0 


1.3 


4.2 


1.4 


0.5 


2.0 


Vascular lesions of the central nervous 
system 


3.2 


4.0 


2.6 


4.2 


3.9 


4.4 


Selected heart diseases 


13.3 


17.7 


10.2 


9.6 


9.2 


9.9 


Hypertensive heart disease-- 


4.7 


4,0 


5.2 


6.1 


3.4 


8.4 


Hypertension without heart involvement-- 


25.6 


18.8 


30.3 


14,4 


8.1 


19.6 


General arteriosclerosis 


2.7 


3.2 


2.4 


3.4 


3.3 


3.5 



%ee Appendix II for definitions. 
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APPENDIX I 



TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 



Background of This Report 

This report is one of a series of statistical reports 
prepared by the National Health Survey. It is based 
on information collected in a continuing nationwide sam- 
ple of households in the Health Interview Survey, a ma- 
jor part of the program. 

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a question- 
naire which, in addition to personal and demographic 
characteristics, obtains information on illnesses, inju- 
ries, chronic conditions and impairments, and other 
health topics. As data relating to each of these various 
broad topics are tabulated and analyzed, separate re- 
ports are issued which cover one or more of the spe- 
cific topics. The present report is based on the consoli- 
dated sample for 52 weeks of interviewing ending J'»ne 
1964. 

The population covered by the sample for the Health 
Interview Survey is the civilian, noninstitutional popula- 
tion of the United States living at the time of the inter- 
view. The sample does not include members of the 
Armed Forces, U.S. nationals living in foreign coun- 
tries, or crews of vessels. 

Statistical Design of the 
Health Interview Survey 

Gp.neral pletn.— The sampling plan of the survey 
follows a multistage probability design which permits a 
continuous sampling of the civilian population of the 
United States. The first stage of this design consists of 
drawing a sample of357 from about 1,900 geographically 
defined primary sampling units (PSU's) into which the 
United States has been divided. A PSU is a county, a 
group of contiguous counties, or a standard metropoli- 
tan statistical area. 

With no loss in general understanding, the remain- 
ing stages can be combined and treated in this discus- 
sion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU's, then, ultimate 
stage units called segments are defined in such a man- 
ner that each segment contains an expected nine house- 
holds. A segment consists of a cluster of neighboring 
households or addresses. Two general types of seg- 
ments are used: (1) area segments which are defined 
geographically, and (2) B segments which are defined 



from a list of addresses from the Decennial Census 
and Survey of Construction. Each week a random sam- 
ple of about 90 segments is drawn. In the approximately 
800 households in these segments, household members 
are interviewed concerning factors related to health. 

Since the household members interviewed each week 
are a representative sample of the population, samples 
for successive weeks can be combined into larger sam- 
ples. Thus the design permits both continuous meas- 
urement of characteristics of high incidence or preva- 
lence in the population and, through the larger consoli- 
dated samples, more detailed analysis of less common 
characteristics and smaller categories. The continuous 
collection has administrative and operational advantages 
as well as technical assets since it permits field work 
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff. 

Sample size and geographic detail . — The national 
sample plan for the 12-month period ending in June in- 
cluded about 134,000 persons from 42 ,000 households 
in about 4,700 segments. 

The overall sample was designed in such a fashion 
that tabulations can be provided for each of the major 
geographic regions and for urban and rural sectors of 
the United States. 

Collection o/da<a.— Field operations for the house- 
hold survey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census under specifications established by the National 
Center for Health Statistics. In accordance with these 
specifications the Bureau ofthe Census selects the sam- 
ple, conducts the field interviewing as an agent of the 
Center, and performs a manual editing and coding of 
the questionnaires. The Health Interview Surrey, using 
Center electronic computers, carries out further edit- 
ing and tabulates the edited data. 

Estimating methods.— Each statistic produced by 
the survey — for example, the number of persons with 
impaired vision — is the result of two stages of ratio 
estimation. In the first of these, the control factor is 
the ratio of the 1960 decennial population count to the 
1960 estimated population in the National Health Sur- 
vey's first-stage sample of PSU's. These factors are 
applied for some 25 color-residence classes. 

Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates of the 
population to official Bureau of the Census figures for 
current population in about 60 age-sex-color classes 
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are computed and serve as second-stage factors for 
ratio estimating. 

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is to 
make the sample more closely representative of the 
population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus re- 
ducing sampling variance. 

As noted, each week's sample represents the pop- 
ulation living during that week and characteristics of 
this population. Consolidation of samples over a time 
period, say a calendar quarter, produces estimates of 
average characteristics of the (J.S. population for that 
calendar quarter. Similarly, population data for a year 
are averages of the four quarterly figures. 

For prevalence statistics, such as the number of 
persons with impaired vision, figures are first calcu- 
lated for each calendar quarter by averaging estimates 
for all weeks of interviewing in that quarter. Prev- 
alence data for a year are then obtained by averaging 
the four quarterly estimates. 

General Qualifications 

Nonresponse. — Data were adjusted for nonresponse 
by a procedure which imputes to persons in a household 
which was not interviewed the characteristics of per- 
sons in households in the same segment which were in- 
terviewed. The total noninterview rate was 5 percent; 
1 percent was refusal, and the remainder was primarily 
due to the failure to find any eligible household respond- 
ent after repeated trials. 

The interview process. — The statistics presented in 
this report are based on replies secured in interviews 
of persons in the sampled households. Each person 19 
years of age and over available at the time of inter- 
view was interviewed individually. Proxy respond- 
ents within the household were employed for children 
and for adults not available at the time of the interview, 
provided the respondent was closely related to the per- 
son about whom information was being obtained. 

There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic 
and other information collected in household interviews. 
For diagnostic information, the household respondent 
can, at best, pass on to the interviewer only the infor- 
mation the physician has given to the family. For con- 
ditions not medically attended, diagnostic information 
is often no more than a description of symptoms. How- 
ever, other facts, such as the number of disability days 
caused by the condition, can be obtained more accurate- 
ly from household members than from any other source, 
since only the persons concerned are in a position to 
report this information. 

Rounding of numbers.— The original tabulations on 
which the data in this report are based show all esti- 
mates to the nearest whole unit. All consolidations were 
made from the original tabulations using the estimates 
to the nearest unit. In the final published tables the 
figures are rounded to the nearest thousand, although 
these are not necessarily accurate to that detail. De- 



vised statistics, such as rates and percent distribu- 
tions, are computed after the estimates on which 
these are based have been rounded to the nearest thou- 
sand. 

Population figures. —Some of the published tables 
include population figures for specified categories. Ex- 
cept for certain overall totals by age and sex, which are 
adjusted to independent estimates, these figures are 
based on the sample of households in the National Health 
Survey. These are given primarily to provide denomina- 
tors for rate computation and for this purpose are 
more appropriate for use with the accompanying 
measures of health characteristics than other popula- 
tion data that may be available. In some instances 
these will permit users to recombine published data in- 
to classes more suitable to their specific needs. With 
the exception of the overall totals by age and sex men- 
tioned above, the population figures differ from corre- 
sponding figures (which are derived from different 
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus. For population data for general use, seethe official 
estimates presented in Bureau of the Census reports in 
the P-20, P-25, and P-60 series. 

Reliability of Estimates 

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they 
will differ somewhat from the figures that would have 
been obtained if a complete census had been taken using 
the same schedules and instructions and interviewing 
personnel and procedures. As in any survey, the results 
are also subject to measurement error. 

The standard error is primarily a measure of 
sampling variability, that is, the variations that might 
occur by chance because only a sample of the popula- 
tion is surveyed. As calculated for this report, the 
standard error also reflects part of ^he variation which 
arises in the measurement process. It does not include 
estimates of any biases which might lie in the data. The 
chances are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from 
the sample would differ from a complete census by less 
than the standard error. The chances are about 95 out 
of 100 that the difference would be less than twice the 
standard error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be 
less than 21f times as large. 

The relative standard error of an estimate is ob- 
tained by dividing the standard error of the estimate by 
the estimate itself and is expressed as a percentage of 
the estimate. Included in this appendix are charts from 
which the relative standard errors can be determined 
for estimates shown in the report. In order to derive 
relative errors which would be applicable to a wide 
variety of health statistics and which could be prepared 
at a moderate cost, a number of approximations were 
required. As a result, the charts provide an estimate 
of the approximate relative standard error rather than 
the precise error for any specific aggregate or per- 
centage. 
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Three classes of statistics for the health survey 
are identified for purposes of estimating variances. 

Narrow range.— T\\is class consists of (1) statis- 
tics which estimate a population attribute, e.g., the 
number of persons in a particular income group, and 
(2) statistics for which the measure for a single indi- 
vidual for the period of reference is usually either 0 or 
1, on occasion may take on the value 2, and very rarely, 
3. 

Medium range.— Vais class consists of other sta- 
tistics for which the measure for a single individual for 
the period of reference will rarely lie outside the range 
0 to 5. 

Wide range.— This class consists of statistics for 
which the measure for a single individual for the period 
of reference frequently will range from 0 to a number in 
excess of 5, e.g., the number of days of bed disability 
experienced during the year. 

In addition to classifying variables according to 
whether -they are narrow-, medium-, or wide-range, 
statistics in the survey are further defined as: 

Type A. — Statistics on prevalence and incidence 
data for which the period of reference in 
the questionnaire is 12 months. 

Type B. — Incidence-type statistics for which the 
period of reference in the questionnaire 
is 2 weeks. 

Type C. — Statistics for which the reference period 
is 6 months. 

Only the charts on sampling error applicable to 
data contained in this report are presented. 

General rules for determining relative sampling 
errors.— The "guide on page 52, together with the fol- 
lowing rules, will enable the reader to determine ap- 
proximate relative standard errors from the charts for 
estimates presented in this report. 

Rule 1. Esffmafes o/aggregafes: Approximate rel- 
ative standard errors for estimates of ag- 
gregates such as the number of persons 
with a given characteristic are obtained 
from appropriate curves on page 53. 
The number of persons in the total U.S. 
population or in an age-sex class of the 
total population is adjusted to official Bu- 
reau of the Census figures and is not sub- 
ject to sampling error. 

Rule 2. Estimates of percentages in a percent dis- 
tribution: Relative standard errors for 

percentages in a percent distribution of a 
total are obtained from appropriate curves 
on page 54. For values which do not fall on 



one of the curves presented in the chart, 
visual interpolation will provide a satis- 
factory approximation. 

Rule 3. Estimates of rates where the numerator is 
a subclass of the denominator: This rule 
applies for prevalence rates or where a 
unit of the numerator occurs, with few ex- 
ceptions, only once in the year for anyone 
unit in the denominator. For example, in 
computing the rate of visual impairments 
per 1,000 population, the numerator con- 
sisting of persons with the impairment is 
a subclass of the denominator which in- 
cludes all persons in the population. Such 
rates if converted to rates per 100 may 
be treated as though they were percentages, 
and the relative standard errors obtained 
from the chart on page 54. Rates per 1,000, 
or on any other base, must first be con- 
verted to rates per 100; then the percent- 
age chart will provide the relative stand- 
ard error per 100. 

Rule 4. Estimates of rates where the numerator is 
not a subclass of the denominator: This 
rule applies where a unit of the numera- 
tor often occurs more than once for any 
one unit in the denominator. For example, 
in the computation of the number of per- 
sons injured per 100 currently employed 
persons per year, it is possible that a per- 
son in the denominator could have sus- 
tained more than one of the injuries in- 
cluded in the numerator. Approximate 
relative standard errors for rates of this 
kind may be computed as follows: 

(a) Where the denominator is the total 
U.S. population or includes all per- 
sons in one or more of the age-sex 
groups of the total population, the 
relative error of the rate is equiva- 
lent to the relative error of the nu- 
merator which can be obtained direct- 
ly from the appropriate chart. 

(b) In other cases, obtain the relative 
standard error of the numerator and 
of the denominator from the appro- 
priate curve. Square each of these 
relative errors, add the resulting 
values, and extract the square root of 
the sum. This procedure will result in 
an upper bound and often will overstate 
the error. 



Guide to Use of Relative Standard Error Charts 



The code shown below identifies the appropriate 
curve to be used in estimating the relative standard 
error of the statistic described. The four components 
of each code describe the statistic as follows: 



(1) A« aggregate, P-percentage; (2) the number of 
calendar quarters of data collection; (3) the type of the 
statistic; and (4) the range of the statistic as described 
on page 51. 



Use: 



Statistic 



Rule 



Code on page 



Number of: 

Persons in the U.S. population or total number 
of persons in any age-sex category 



Not subject to sampling error 



Persons i,n any other population group-- -- 

Persons with vision impairment, by type-- 

Percentage distribution of: 

Persons with vision impairment- ------- --- 

Prevalence rates per 1,000 persons in any 
population group------------------------ 



1 


A4AN 


53 


1 


A4AN 


53 


2 


P4AN-M 


54 


3 


P4AN-M 


54 



■o o o 
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APPENDIX II 



DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 



Demographic and Economic Terms 

Age. — The age recorded for each person is the age 
at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years and 
grouped in a variety of distributions depending upon the 
purpose of the table. 

Color. — In this report, the population has been 
subdivided into two groups according to "white" and 
"nonwhite." "Nonwhite" includes Negro, American In- 
dian, Chinese, .Japanese, and so forth, Mexican per- 
sons are included with "white" unless definitely known 
to be Indian or of another nonwhite race. 

Income of family or of unrelated individuals. — Each 
member of a family is classified according to the total 
income of the family of which he is a member. Within 
the household all persons related to each other by 
blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family. Unre- 
lated individuals are classified according to their own 
income. 

The income recorded is the total of all income re- 
ceived by members of the family in the 12-month period 
preceding the week of interview. Income from all 
sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents from 
property, pensions, and help from relatives, 

Livitig arrangement. — The three categories of 
living arrangements shown in this report are as follows: 

1. Living done. — Living alone is defined as per- 
sons living in one-member households, 

2. Living ivith relatives. — This category includes 
persons who are living in a household with 
another person or persons, of whom one or 
more are related to him by blood, marriage, 
or adoption, 

3- Living with nonrelatives. — This categorjf in- 
cludes persons living in a household with another 
person or persons, none of whom are related to 
him by blood, marriage, or adoption. 

Residence. — The place of residence of a member 
of the civilian, noninstitutional population is classi- 
fied as inside a standard metropolitan statistical area 
(SMSA) or outside an SMSA , according to farm or non- 
farm residence. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas. — The def- 
initions and titles of SMSA's are established by the 



U,S, Bureau of the Budget with the advice of the 
Federal Committee on Standard Metropolitan Statis- 
tical Areas, There were 212 SMSA's defined foi the 
1960 Decennial Census, for which data may be provided 
for places of residence in the Health Interview Survey. 

The definition of an individual SMSA involves two 
considerations: first, a city or cities of specified popu- 
lation which constitute the central city and identify the 
county in which it is located as the central county; and, 
second, economic and social relationships with contig- 
uous counties (except in New England) which are metro- 
politan in character, so that the periphery of the 
specific metropolitan area may be determined, SMSA's 
are not limited by State boundaries. 

Farm and nonfarm residence. — The population re- 
siding outside SMSA's is subdivided into the farm pop- 
ulation, which comprises all non-SMSA residents 
living on farms, and the nonfarm population, which com- 
prises the remaining non-SMSA population. The farm 
population includes persons living on places of 10 
acres or more from which sales of farm products 
amounted to $50 or more during the previous 12 months 
or on places of less than 10 acres from which sales of 
farm products amounted to $250 or more during the 
preceding 12 months. Other persons living in non-SMSA 
territory were classified as nonfarm if their household 
paid rent for the house but their rent did not include any 
land used for farming. 

Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts 
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits, nuts, 
livestock and livestock products (milk, wool, etc.), 
poultry and poultry products, and nursery and forest 
products produced on the place and sold at any time 
during the preceding 12 months. 

Region. — For the purpose of classifying the pop- 
ulation by geographic area, the States are grouped into 
four regions. These regions, which correspond to those 
used by the Bureau of the Census, are as follows: 

Region States Included 

Northeast Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania 
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Relative standard error (^) 



Relative standard errors for percentages tesed on four quarters of data ccGLlection 

for type A data^ Narrov and Medium range 

(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions) 



100 




chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at hottom of chart) hased on 
an estimate of 10^000^000 has a relative st-'ndard error of 3*2 percent (read from the 
scale at the left side of the chart)^'Uie point at idiich the. curve for a hase of 10.000.000 
Intersects the vertical Jlne for 20 percent. Ohe standard error In percentage points is 
equal to 20 percent X 3.2 percent or 0.64 percentage points. 
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APPENDIX II 



DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 



Demographic and Economic Terms 

Age. — The age recorded for each person is the age 
at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years and 
grouped in a variety of distributions depending upon the 
purpose of the table. 

Color. — In this report, the population has been 
subdivided into two groups according to "white" and 
"nonwhite." "Nonwhite" includes Negro, American In- 
dian, Chinese, .Japanese, and so forth. Mexican per- 
sons are included with "white" unless definitely known 
to be Indian or of another nonwhite race. 

Income of family or of unrelated iytdividuals. — Each 
member of a family is classified according to the total 
income of the family of which he is a member. Within 
the household all persons related to each other by 
blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family. Unre- 
lated individuals are classified according to their own 
income. 

The income recorded is the total of all income re- 
ceived by members of the family in the 12-month period 
preceding the week of interview. Income from all 
sources is included, e.g,,, wages, salaries, rents from 
property, pensions, and help from relatives. 

Living arrangement. — The three categories of 
living arrangements shown in this report are as follows: 

1. Living alone. — Living alone is defined as per- 
sons living in one-member households. 

2. Living ivith relatives. — This category includes 
persons who are living in a household with 
another person or persons, of whom one or 
more are related to him by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. 

3. Living with nonrelatives. — This categorjf in- 
cludes persons livingin a household with another 
person or persons, none of whom are related to 
him by blood, marriage, or adoption. 

Residence. — The place of residence of a member 
of the civilian, noninstitutional population is classi- 
fied as inside a standard metropolitan statistical area 
(SMS A) or outside an SMSA , according to farm or non- 
farm residence. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas. — The def- 
initions and titles of SMSA's are established by the 



U.S. Bureau of the Budget with the advice of the 
Federal Committee on Standard Metropolitan Statis- 
tical Areas. There were 212 SMSA's defined foi the 
1960 Decennial Census, for which data may be provided 
for places of residence in the Health Interview Survey. 

The definition of an individual SMSA involves two 
considerations: first, a city or cities of specified popu- 
lation which constitute the central city and identify the 
county in which it is located as the central county; and, 
second, economic and social relationships with contig- 
uous counties (except in New England) which are metro- 
politan in character, so that the periphery of the 
specific metropolitan area may be determined. SMSA's 
are not limited by State boundaries. 

Farm and nonfarm residence. — The population re- 
siding outside SMSA's is subdivided into the farm pop- 
ulation, which comprises all non-SMS A residents 
living on farms, and the nonfarm population, which com- 
prises the remaining non-SMSA population. The farm 
population includes persons living on places of 10 
acres or more from which sales of farm products 
amounted to $50 or more during the previous 12 months 
or on places of less than 10 acres from which sales of 
farm products amounted to $250 or more during the 
preceding 12 months. Other persons living in non-SMSA 
territory were classified as nonfarm if their household 
paid rent for the house but their rent did not include any 
land used for farming. 

Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts 
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits, nuts, 
livestock and livestock products (milk, wool, etc.), 
poultry and poultry products, and nursery and forest 
products produced on the place and sold at any time 
during the preceding 12 months. 

Region. — For the purpose of classifying the pop- 
ulation by geographic area, the States are grouped into 
four regions. These regions, which correspond to those 
used by the Bureau of the Census, are as follows: 

Region States Included 

Northeast Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 

Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania 
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North Central — Michigan. Ohio. Indiana. Illinois. 

Wisconsin. Minnesota. Iowa. 
Missouri. North Dakota. South 
Dakota. Nebraska. Kansas 

South Delaware. Maryland. District of 

Columbia. Virginia. West Virginia. 
North Carolina. South Carolina. 
Georgia. Florida. Kentucky. 
Tennessee. Alabama. Mississippi. 
Arkansas. Louisiana. Oklahoma. 
Texas 

West Montana. Idaho. Wyoming. Colorado. 

New Mexico. Arizona. Utah. Nevada. 
Alaska. Washington. Oregon. 
California. Hawaii 



three primary conceptual differences, namely: (1) NHS 
estimates are for persons 17 years of age or over; CPS 
estimates are for persons 14 years of age or over. (2) 
NHS uses a 2 -week -reference period while CPS uses 
a 1 -week-reference period. (3) NHS is a continuing 
survey with separate samples taken weekly, while CPS 
is a monthly sample taken for the survey week which in- 
cludes the 12th of the month. 

Currently unemployed persons. — TTiis category in- 
cludes persons 17 years of age or over wi:o. during the 
2 -week period prior to interview, did not work or had 
no job or business but were looking for work, and per- 
sons with a job but on layoff or looking for work. 

Terms Relating to Disability 



Terms Relating to Employment Status 

In the labor force. — The labor force includes all 
persons 17 years of age or over who worked at or had 
a job or business, were looking for work, or were on 
layoff from work during the 2' week period prior to week 
of interview. The labor force consists of persons cur- 
rently employed and those unemployed, as defined below. 

Currently employed persons. — Currently employed 
persons are all persons 17 years of age or over who 
reported that at any time during the 2-week period 
covered by the interview they either worked at or had 
a job or business. Current employment includes paid 
work as an employee of someone else; self-employ- 
ment in business, farming, or professional practice; 
and unpaid work in a family business or farm. Persons 
who were temporarily absent from their job or business 
because of a tenipora^ illness, vacation, strike, or bad 
weather are considered as currently employed if they 
expected to work as soon as the particular event causing 
their absence no longer existed. 

Free-lance workers are considered as having a 
job if they had a definite arrangement with one or more 
employers to work for pay according to a weekly or 
monthly schedule, either full-time or part-time. Ex- 
cluded from the currently employed population are such 
persons who have no definite employment schedule but 
who work only when their services are needed. 

Also excluded from the currently employed popula- 
tion are (1) persons who were-not working, even though 
having a job or business, but were on layoff or looking 
for work. (2) persons receiving revenue from an enter- 
prise in whose operation they did not participate. (3) 
persons doing housework or charity work for which they 
received no pay, and (4) seasonal workers during the 
unemployment season. 

The number of currently employed persons esti- 
mated by the National Health Survey (i^HS) will differ 
from the estimates prepared by the Current Popula- 
tion Survey (CPS), Bureau of the Census, for several 
reasons. In addition to sampling variability they include 



Chronic activity limitation.— Persons with chronic 
conditions are classified into four categories according 
to the extent to which their activities are limited at 
present as a result of these conditions. Since the usual 
activities of preschool children, school-age children, 
housewives, and workers and other persons differ, a 
different set of criteria is used for each group. There 
is a general similarity between them, however, as will 
be seen in the descriptions of the four categories below: 

1. Persons unable to carry on major activity for 
their group (major activity refers to ability to 
work, keep house, or go to school) 



Preschool children: inability to take part in 

ordinary play with other 
children. 



School-age children: 
Housewives: 

Workers and all 
other persons: 



inability to go to school, 
inability to do any house- 
work. 

inability to work at a job 
or business. 



2. Persons limited in the amount or kind of major 
activity performed (major activity refers to 
ability to work, keep house, or go to school) 

Preschool children: limited in the amount or 

kind of play with other 
children, e.g., need spe- 
cial rest periods, cannot 
play strenuous games, 
cannot play for long pe- 
riods at a time. 



School-age children: limited to certain types 

of schools or in school 
attendance, e.g., need 
special schools or spe- 
cial teaching, cannot go 
to school full time or for 
long periods at a time. 



Workers and all 
other persons: 



Housewives: limited in amount or kind 

of housework, i.e., can- 
not lift children, wash or 
iron, or do housework 
for long periods at a 
time. 

limited in amount or kind 
of work, e.g., need spe- 
cial working aids or spe- 
cial rest periods at work , 
cannot work full time or 
for long periods at a 
time, cannot do strenu- 
ous work. 

Persons not limited in major activity hut other- 
wise limited (major activity refers to ability to 
work, keep house, or go to school) 



Preschool children: 



School-age children: 



not classified 
category. 



in this 



Housewives: 



not limited in going to 
school but limited in par- 
ticipation in athletics 
or other extracurricular 
activities. 

not limited in housework 
but limited in other ac- 
tivities, such as church, 
clubs, hobbies, civic 
projects, or shopping. 



Workers and all 

other persons: not limited in regular 

work activities but limit- 
ed in other activities, 
such as church, clubs, 
hobbies, civic projects, 
sports, or games. 

4. Persons not limited in activities 

Includes persons with chronic conditions whose 
activities are not limited in any of the ways de- 
scribed above. 

Selected Chronic Conditions 

Below are listed the selected chronic conditions 
shown in this report along with their equivalent code 
numbers from the 1955 revision of the International 
Classification of Diseases. 



Condition 



Code 



Hearing impairment X06,X07,X09 

Goiter or thyroid trouble 250-254 

Diabetes 260 

Anemia 290-293 

Vascular lesions of the 

central nervous system 330-334 

Selected heart diseases 420-434,782.1,782.2, 

782.4 

Hypertensive heart disease 4^0.-443 

Hypertension without heart 

involvement 444-447 

General arteriosclerosis 450 
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APPENDIX 



CLASSIFICATION OF IMPAIRMENTS 



A classification of impairments was developed by 
the Division of Public Health Methods in the years 
1955-56 in order to provide — in the relatively simple 
detail required for household health surveys — a method 
of coding certain residuals of diseases and injuries 
so that the present effect and the underlying cause 
could be reflected within one diagnostic code. (This 
report will not discuss the cause of the vision impair- 
ments.) This supplementary classification (referred 
to as the X-Code) to the International Classification of 
Diseases is essentially a rearrangement and expansion 
of the Supplementary Y-Codes, Y50-Y88, of the ICD, 
Volume I, Seventh Revision. 

The section of the X-Code which covers vision 
impairments'* is as follows: 

XOO - Blindness, both eyes. 

XOl - Blind in one eye, other eye defective but not 
blind. 

X02 - Blind in one eye, other eye good or not 
mentioned. 

X05 - Impaired vision except as in X00-X02, one 
or both eyes. 



‘*The definition of vision impairment according to the X-Code is 
as follows: The loss of one or both eyes is considered an impairment 
regardless of the date of onset. All other blindness or visual defects 
are impairments if the following criteria are met and if the date of on- 
set was 3 or more months ago. A person 6 years of age or older is de- 
fined as blind if he cannot see well enough to read ordinary newspaper 
print with glasses (a “no” response in column c, fig. 1). If the re- 
spondent can see well enough to read ordinary newspaper print with 
glasses and the description of the visual defect in Table I of the 
questionnaire (Appendix IV) includes “blind” or “blindness” (with 
or without modifiers) in one or both eyes, the defect is considered an 
impairment. An impairment is involved if the respondent can read or- 
dinary newsprint with glasses and the description of the defectindi- 
cates vision, sight, eyesight, seeing, or ability to see— in one or 
both eyes-is affected in some way. Modifiers such as “poor,” “weak,” 
“bad,” “impaired,” “defective,” “blurred,” “trouble with” can be 
coupled with the words vision, sight, eyesight, ot seeing and be in- 
cluded as impairments. Eye defects such as “color blindness,” “near 
sighted,” “far sighted,” “myopia,” “cross-eye,” “lazy eye,” “bad 
eyes,” “blurred eyes,” or “weak eyes” are to be treated as eye dis- 
eases or conditions, but not as vision impairments, unless response 
to the questions in Table I of the questionnaire indicates some visual 
loss, e.g., “trouble in seeing.” (Note that a distinction is made be- 
tween “bad eyesight” and “bad eyes,” for example, with the former 
description classified as an impairment while the latter is a condition. 
The rationale for this distinction is that“bad eyes” do not necessari- 
ly imply poor eyesightand thus would notbe considered an impairment.) 



A few changes have been made in the X-Code since 
July 1964, but it has remained essentially the same. 
Persons with vision problems and defects were classi- 
fied according to the information in Tables I and II 
of the questionnaire and the question "Can you see well 
enough to read ordinary newsprint with glasses?" 

In an effort to further refine the classification of 
vision impairments, a contractual arrangement was 
made with Dr. Jerome D. Schein of Gallaudet College 
to develop a new classification scheme and to supervise 
the coding of the vision data. Dr. Schein developed the 
following code for degree of visual impairment: 

Code 1. Blind in both eyes 

Code 2. Blind in one eye, other is defective but not 
blind 

Code 3. Blind in one eye, other is good or not mentioned 

Code 4. Impaired vision in both eyes 

Code 5. Impaired vision in one eye, other is good or 
not mentioned 

Code 6. No impairment of vision mentioned, but eye 
condition exists in both eyes. EXCEPT: glau- 
coma, cataract, retrolental fibroplasia should 
be coded as visual impairment even if no 
specific statement of impaired vision 

Code 7. No impairment of vision mentioned, but eye 
condition exists in one eye and no condition is 
reported for the other eye. EXCEPT: glau- 
coma, cataract, retrolental fibroplasia should 
be coded as visual impairment even if no 
specific statement of impaired vision. 

Code 8. Impaired vision and not possible to determine 
if one or both eyes involved, becauye: 

a. no mention of whether one or both eyes 
involved; or 

b. respondent states he does not know whether 
one or both eyes involved 

Code 9. Eye condition reported with no mention of visual 
impairment and not possible to determine if one 
or both eyes involved, because: 

a. no mention of whether one or both eyes 
involved 

b. respondent states he does not know whether 
one or both eyes involved 

Code X. Blank or Do not know 
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The major differences between the Gallaudet code 
and the X-Code is that the Gallaudet code does not 
utilize the question on reading newsprint to determine 
blindness but rather uses only the respondent's de- 
scription of the eye condition. Both codes take into 
account the number of eyes involved; however, if the 
respondent cannot read newsprint it is assumed, for 
purposes of coding to the X-Code, that both eyes are 
involved. Therefore the number of persons with bi- 
lateral involvement is greater by the X-Code than by 
the Gallaudet code. The Gallaudet code and the X- 
Code both take into consideration two factors in 
determining the degree of impairment: (1) if one 
or both eyes are involved and (2) if the person is 
(a) blind or (b) has other vision impairments. 

One of the major reasons for asking additional 
vision questions in 1963-64 was to develop a more 
detailed classification of vision impairments. Ana- 
lysts in the Division of Health Interview Statistics 
developed several ways of classifying degree of im- 
pairments by utilizing the responses to the questions 
on Table B of the questionnaire. The first "scale" 
was more detailed than the final form but did not in- 
clude the variable on the number of eyes involved. 
The second attempt relied on responses within the 
supplement itself to classify many of the impaired 
persons. The final form, shown below, used responses 
to Table B and the number of eyes involved as indicated 
by the Gallaudet code. 

Classification of persons with a visual problem 

(00-65) Both eyes involved 

(uO-23) Cannot see newsprint 

00 Cannot see features, moving objects or 
light 

0.1 Cannot see features or moving objects, 
can see light 

12 Can see one and not the other (features and 
moving objects) 

23 Can see both features and moving objects 

(32-65) Can see newsprint 

32 Cannot see features and/or moving ob- 
jects 

Great deal of trouble seeing - can see features 
and moving objects 

44 Cannot see a friend across the street 

45 Can see a friend across the street 
Some trouble seeing (can see features and 
moving objects) 

54 Cannot see a friend across the street 

55 Can see a friend across the street 

None or hardly any trouble seeing - can 
see features and moving objects (no supple- 
ment) 



64 Cannot see a friend across the street 

65 Can see a friend across the street 

66 No vision problem reported (all of table 
B, Yes) 

77 Degree of vision problem unknown 

88 One eye involved 

99 Unknown if one or both eyes involved 

In developing the classification of impairment the 
relationships between the degrees of impairment and 
various functional limitations, such as activity limi- 
tation, reading restrictions, and uses of aid were ex- 
amined to check the consistency of the degree of im- 
pairment, i.e., that the greater degrees of impairment 
had more functional limitations. However, as can be 
seen from examining the final degree of impairment 
code, it is not a scale in the sense that each category 
is more severe than the one below it. For example, 
category 32 includes persons with more limitations 
than category 23. 

The coding by degree of impairment makes use 
of objective (e.g., see moving objects) and subjective 
(how much trouble seeing) questions. However, most 
of the analysis in this report uses a collapsed form 
of the code which is based only on the objective 
variables — number of eyes involved and ability to read 
newsprint. The collapsed form is shown below: 

Both eyes involved 
Cannot read newsprint 
Can read newsprint 

One eye involved 

Comparison of X*Code to Classification of 
Vision Impairment Used in This Report 

Although the vision recode used in this report 
was developed independently of the impairment code 
(X-Code), they were both based on similar questions. 
Table 1 shows the relationship between the two codes. 
The major difference between the two is the factor of 
bilateral involvement. On the X-Code, if the respondent 
reported he could not read newsprint, it was assumed 
that both eyes were involved and he was automatically 
coded XOO. However, it was known from experience 
that some respondents answer the question on reading 
newsprint only in terms of their bad eye (if only one 
is involved), resulting in an erroneous assumption 
that both eyes are involved. When developing the new 
vision recode, other information on the questionnaire 
was also used to determine the number of eyes in- 
volved. This should explain most of the estimated 
142,000 persons who were blind in both eyes accord- 
ing to the X-Code, but who had only one eye involved 
according to the vision code, since virtually all these 
persons reported they could not read newsprint. 
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Table I. Distribution of visually impaired persons aged 6 years and over, by vision recode and 

census impairment code: United States, July 1963-June 1964 



Census impairment code 



Vision recode 


Total 

impaired 


Blind 
both eyes 

(XOO) 


Blind one 
eye— other 
eye defective 
(XOl) 


Blind one 
eye— other 
eye good or DK 
(X02) 


Other 

inq>aired 

vision 

(X05) 


Total^ 


5,029 


1,110 


70 


663 


3,186 


Both eyes involved^--------------- 


2,666 


955 


58 


* 


1,648 


Cannot read newsprint----------- 


969 


949 


* 


* 


* 


Can read newsprint-------------- 


1,687 


* 


55 


* 


1,623 


One eye involved------------------ 


2,281 


142 


* 


658 


1,468 



^Includes unknown n;imber of eyes involved. 
2 

Includes unknown degree of impairment. 



o o o 
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APPENDIX IV 

QUESTIONNAIRE 



The ttems below m!io‘.v the exact content and >^ording of the basic questionnaire used in the nationwide household survey of the U.S. National 
Health Survey*. The actual oucstionnairo is designed for a household as a unit end includes additional spaces for reforts on irore than one rersop, 
condition, accident, or hospitalization. Such repetitive spaces jirc omitted in this illustration. 



CONFIOCHTIAL - The Ntiional He Jih Survey is suihorized by Public Lsw 6)2 of the S4ih Cooarets (70 Scsi 489; 42 U.S.C. 50)). AI! infor* 
■Si(ion which would perwit ideniificMion of the individual will be held tirieily confidential, will be used ooiv by persoas enlaced in aad for 
he pufposes of the survey, and will not be disclosed or released to others for any <nber purposes (22 FR l(w7>. 



avDotr mvmkav no. 

APPNOVAL MXPMMS JULY iS, 1H4 



FOflMlMS<MIS-t(Fr*1H4) 
M.ts.ssi 



1. QueiiioaMue. 



ACTING AS COUtaCTlNU aocnt eoM tmc 

u.$. euauc HEALTH seavice 



NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 

FISCAL YEAR ♦♦ 1H4 

2. (•) Address or description of location: Include city, zone and btaie 



). Ideii. 
Code 



of 

Questionnaiiea- 



tai Mailini address if not shown in 2(a) as shown in 2(a) 



2. (c) Name of specinl dwelhnf place 



I Code 



4. Rea. 
office 
C<^e 



5. Sub- 


4. Sample 


7. PSU 


I.(a) Segmeai No. 


9. Serial 


saspple 

weight 


Nc. 




No. 










I.(k) Segment type 





If this aucsiionnaire is for an *'EXTRA'* urii in a B or nTA seaneni. enter 
— 



Serial No. of 
oiifinal Sample 

Uok 



Item No. 
by which found 



If in NTA Sefmem, also enter 
for FIRST unit listed on property: 



SEGMENT LIST 



LINE NO. 



Ask Items 10 and II ONLY if **RuraP* box is marked 

r~l Rural-* Cj All other (Skip tn Itmm 12) 



12. Type of Iivin| quartets (Chsefe sns 
r~1 Housini unit 



r~1 Other unit 



10. Oa y«( 



r~l Own 

(Amk Him)) 



1 I Rent Q Rent free 

(Ask ll(k)) (Amk ii(m)) 



ALL sefmenis (ask if Item 2(a) addiess identifies a SINGLE-UNIT siiucture). 
13. Art thara any acewpiad ar vacant llvlnp quarta's lESIOES YOUR OWN* * 

- . in tha basamant?. . . . □ Yes- S L O No 

• *an this llaar? I I Yes**S- — L Q No 



1 L (a) QOwn or Rent free3* " Daas this placa hava 10 ar mara acras? 
(blQRcnQ - Oaas tha pUc* y*« rant hava 10 ar mara acras? 



*an any «thar llaar 
al this kuildlnf? . * 



. □ Yes-S- 



(Flll Tmklm X far ssch qusrfsrs NOT IlmimX) 



a No 



a Vea 



ONo 



ALL seamenis (ask if Iirm *2(a) identifies entire floor or unnumbered part of floor in a 
MULTI-UNIT structure). 



(c) Ourinp th? pm*t 12 months did | (d) Durinf tha past 12 months did 
solas al craps, llvastack, and | salaa al craps, llvaatack, and 



athar larai praduets Iram tha 
placa amount to ISO ar 
mara? 



athar lam products from tha 
placa amount to |250 or 
mara? 



14. Ara thara «ny accupiad ar vacant Ilvinf quoNars RESIOES YOUR OWN- 

If Item 2(a) identifies entire floor 

--an thia llaar? ) 

If Item 2(a) identifies part of floor, specify part ^ Q Yea— S 

— in tha -- al this llaar? 



-□No 



(FItl Tmktm X imt mmch qusrisrs t^OT UmtmX.) 



TA and NTA se|ments (aak at all units EXCEPT APARTMENT HOUSES). 

!$• It thara any athar kuildlnf an this praparty lar paapta to llva In • althar accupiad ar vacant? 



a Ves 



a No 



a Yes 



a No 



I 1 YcfS- 

(Flit Tmk 



-□No 

1 Aror tlmimX.) 

Telephone rio. 



14, What Is tha talaphana numkar hara? 



OR No telephone 



IMPORTANT: TO INTERVIEWER - Check Table I for eye conditions or vision problems (includiof cataracts and flaucoma) for petaont 6 yeata old or over, then aoawer 
the question below. 

Has anyone in this household, 6 yeaia old ot over, been reported as havinf an eye coodiiion or vision problem? 

I i Yes (.‘'fff ana tinm ml Tmklm « an Fm$m t □ No (Lmmwm **Thmnk l•H•t 

Imt mmch much paraan.) and Xmpmtt) 



17 RECORD OF CALLS AT HOUSEHOL D 



Ji£9 


















^iMm. 



Enure household 



Date 

Time 



Record 
of return 
calls for 
iadivtdua! 
respondents 



Col. No.. 



Date 

Time 



Col. N?.. 



Date 

‘Time” 



li. REASON FOR NONINTERVIEW 



1 I Refusal (Dmmctlkm In Fmmtnmimm) 
1 I No one at home - repeated 
calls 

1 I Temporarily absent 
r~l Other (Sf.»clir> 



I 1 Vacant - non-seasonal 
1 1 Vacant - seasonal 
1 1 Usual residence elsewhere 
( I Armed Forces 
r~l Other (Spmclly) 



I 1 Demolished 
I 1 In sample by mistake 
I 1 Eliminated in sub*sample 
n Other (5paelfr> 



Interview not obtained for: 



Cols. 



19. Signature of laierviewer 



20. Code 



FOOTNOTES AND COMMENTS 



TARLE X - LIVING QUARTERS DETERMINATIONS AT LISTED ADDRESS 



USE OR CHARACTERISTICS 


OCCUPIED 


ALL QUARTERS 

Oa thasa (Spmclly Imcmtlmn) 
quartars hava: 


Da tha accu- 
pants al thasa 
(5pselfr ImcmtImiS 
quartars llva 
and aat with any 
•that frtup al 
paapla? 


Oiract accasa 
fram tha aut- 
slda ar 
thrauf h a 
cammanhall? 


A kitchan ar 
caakinf 
aqulpawrtt lar 
axcluslva 

usa? 


Yes 

Os) 


Ns 

Ok) 


Yet 

(6s) 


No 

<6k) 


Yet 

(7s) 


No 

(7b) 











(Juet- 

lion- 

natre 

Item 

No. 



( 2 ) 



Ara thasa f^pvC' 
ifp fsearfan) 
quartars far mara 
than ana araup 
al paapla? 



Yes 

(Flit moi 
tlnm Imt 

mmch 

ptmmp.) 

(5a) (5k) 



LOCATION 
OF UNIT 



(EMmwtpImm: 

Bmmmmtmnt, 

2nd 



CLASSIFICATION 



Not a 

sepa- 

rate 

unit 

(Add 

aeeu« 

panrs 

Im thim 

qu«s- 

rfsn« 

nmitm) 

(•) 



Fill 

separate 
queciion- 
niire and 
interview 



HU 

(9s) 



Oher 

Unit 

(9k) 



IF HU IN R SEGMENT ASK: 



In what yaar 
wart thasa 
(Spmcllr faearian) 
quartars 
eraatad? 
aiiSS* m IHO, 
mtmm spaelfp **F** 
II lltmt hmtl tf 
II (Ml hmll.) 



( 10 ) 



(If kafsrs /uff 
iH9) 

What was tha 
naaw al tha 
hauaahald haad 
al thasa 
quartars an 
April 1, 1940? 



( 11 ) 



( 12 ) 



61 



1. (o)Whal it iht ntmt tf iht head of this houtthtld? (Enter name in first column) 

(b) What ora tha nomat af all othar partant who llva hara? (List all petsons who live here) 

(c) 1 ll•♦•d (Read names). It thara anyaoa alta ttaj^lng hara naw tuch at frlandt, ralotlvat/ ar raamart? QYet (Ll^t) r*1No 

(a) Hava 1 mlttad onyona wha utuall)< livat hara bol It now _ Tomparorily in a hatpltol? QYes (H 9 t) iiNo 

Away an butlnatt? □Yesf£./#r; f INo 

On o vltit ar vaemlan? □Yesi'L/#0 1 1 No 

(a) Da onv af tha poapla in ihit haotahold hovo a hama anywhara alta? 

1 Yes (Appty hou99hotd oiombtrt/iip rui««; H not • houoohold tnomb9», dototo) | " 1 No (Loovo on 9«&#rlonn#/r#) 

If any adult males listed, ask: 

(0 Ara any af tha jf^artant In ihit hautvhoid now an full*tlma oetiva doty with tha Armad Forcat af lha 

UnIfad Stotat? □ Yes fO#l#r#; O No 


Last name 
Fitst name 


2. Haw ora yau ralatad ta lha hand of tha haotahold? (Enter relationship to head, for example: wife, daughter, grandson, 
mother«tn«law, partner, roomet« roomer's wife, etc.) 


Relationship 

Hesd 


3. Haw aid wara yao an yaor latt birthday? 


Age □ Under 1 year 


4. Race (Check one box for each person) 


rD ^'hite CD Negro CD Other 


S. Sex (Check one box for each person) 


1 1 Male □ Female 


If 17 years old or over, ask: . , i«» l i. 

(If you icatn that petsons under 17 ate ot have been 

6. Ar. you n.w morri.d, widow.d, div.rc.d, .eporot.d .r n.v.,-m«i„i.d? rtutri^ed (other than annulled) check the "Und. 17 yts.” 

(Check one box (ot each person) bufg.ve martial s' .tus in a (ootnote.) 


( 1 Und 17 yrs. (D) Never mstried 
1 1 Married iD) Divorced 

( 1 Widowed □ Separated 


If 17 years old or over, ask: 

7. (a) What wara yao datng matt af tha patt 12 mantht 
(For males): wc/klng, ar daing tatnalhlnf aUa? 

(For females): kaapinf haotp, warkinf ar 'dainf tamafhlnf alta? 
If "Something else" checked, and person is 4) years old or over, ask: 
(b) Ara yao ratlrod? 


□ Und. 17 yrs. 

1 1 Working 
1 1 Keeping house 

( 1 Something else 

□ Yes CD No 


H 


Determine which adults ate at home and record this information. Beginning with (Question 8 you ate to inteiview for himself or 
herself, each adult person who is at home. (If person under 19 is the respondent, check the "At home" box.) 


CD Und, 19 yrs. 
CD At home CD Not st home 


8. Wara yao tick at any tima LAST WEEK DR THE WEEK BEFDRE? (That It, tha 2*waak pariad which andad thit patt Sondoy night.) 

(a) What vrat tha mattar? 

(b) Anything alta? 


CD Yes Q) CD No 


9. Lott waak ar lha waak bafara did yao taka any maJicina ar traatmant far ony canditian (batidat . . . which yao laid ma abaot)? 

(a) Far who t canditian t? 

(b) Anything alta? 


CD Yes a No 


10. Lott waak ar lha waak bafara did yao hova any accidantt ar Inforiat? 

(a) What wara thay? 

(b) Anything alta? 


CD Yes CD No 


11. Did yao avar hava an (any alhar) accidant ar injory that ttill bathart yao ar affaett yao in ony way? 

(a) In what way daat It balhar you? (Record present effects) 

(b) Anything al ta? 


a Ye. a No 


12. Hot onyana in tha family - yao, yaor • ate. - Sod any af thata canditiant DURING THE PAST 12 MDNTHSV 

(Read Card A, condition by condition; record in his column any conditions mentioned for the person) 


a Yes □ No 


13. Daat onyana In tha family hova any af thata canditiont? 

(Read Card B, condition by condition; record in his column any conditions mentioned for the person) 


CD Yes CD No 


14. Do yao hova any alhar ailmonls, conditions, or problams with yoor hoolth? 

(a) What it lha condilion? (Record condition itself if still present; otherwise record present effects.) 

(b) Any alhar problams wilh yaor haollh? 


CD Yes CD No 




IS. (a) Hava yao baan in a haspital ot my tima sinca , a yaor aga? 

If "Yes," ask: 

(b) Haw many timas wara yao in lha haspital doring that pariad? 


CD Yes (T) □ No 

No. of times 


U. fa) Hat anvana in lha fanilv baan a aatiant in a nursing hama. hama. ar any similar alaca sine* _ .a yaor aga? 

If "Yes," ask: 

(b) Wha was this? 

(c) Haw many timat wara yao in a norting hama ar rati hama doring that pariad? 


a Yes □ No 

No. of times 


R 

(For 
Q. 8*U) 


Pbr persons 19 years old or over, show who responded for (or wos present during the osking of) Q. 8-I6. If persons responded 
for celf, show whether entirely or partly. For persons under 19 show who responded for them. 


( 1 Responded for self-entitely 
( 1 Responded for self»pattly 

Cni was resoondent 


INTERVIFVFR. Examine ages and relationships in Questions 2 and 3 for children one year old or under, then check the appropriate box in (^estion 17(a). 

1 * ' 

17. (a) C2 (babies) one year or j (b) Ate birth(s) for baby (babies) and I (c) Wat — bam in tha hatpltol? | (d) Vhen wot — bom? (Bnt»r monttu dtymndyttt) 

:mder listed. (Co ro Q* i7b) | delivery for mother shown in Table 11.’ | | 

n No baby (babies) one year or 1 CD Yes (Co to Q, 1$) i Q Yes (Co to Q* 17(d)) , j t. 

1710 oaoy loaoics; one year or , vi ^ * (If birthdate is on or after date shown in Qs. 15 

under listed. (Co to C>. 14) | □ No (Co to Q. 17(c)) | CD No (Co ro Q. 14) | ^nd 16. fill one line of Table II for mother and 

1 j 1 one line for child.) 



INTERVIEWER: After completing Table II for all persons, carry each condi- 
tion in Col. (h) or Col. (i) back to Table I if it does not already appear there 

or more nights in Column (f) 

OR an Impairment 

OR a Condition on Card A. 
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I I 



'Is 



It. LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK SEFORE 4i4 in ifi« family 9 a ta • tantiti? 

If ”ycs,” ask: 

(a) Wha wag ilil g? 

(k) Anyaaa al ga? 

For r^h person »iih "Ves** chcckrJ. ask: 

(c) Haw many ffiiaag 4l4 yaa aisif ifi<« t^anligf LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK SEFORE? 
(t) Wliat 4i4 you hava tana (ilia last f!aia« Hia tiM kafara^ ate.)? 

(a) Anytfiinf alga? 

If **Xo'* fo Qucsiion 18, ask: 



□ □ No 

No. mt tiaarg 



U) (2) (5) 

Cl a a Fiiuous 

O C3 PT lUtracfions or 
ocher surgery 
□ O aScraisbeniog 
(^thc»ioa:ia> 

d Q Q Treatrcenc for gutss 
add Cleaning cee:h 
Cl d CD E*a»inaiion 
a CD CD l>cMurc work 
D Q tZD o»bcf (Sp*€Ur}~^ 



CD tfnder 6 raos. CD 6' raos. 



19. ASOUT hrw long hag if boan ginca yaw want fa a tantigt? 



No. of \-eJts __ CD 



20 . LAST WEEK OR THF WEEK SEFORE tit «iyana in iha fa-iily tdik fa a 
^ctar ar ga ta n taefar'g affica ar clinic? 

If ••yes,” ask: 

(a) Wha wag thig? 

(k) Anyana alga? 

For EACH person wiih ”yes** box checked, ask Questions 20(c) through (f): 

(c) Haw many fimag tit yaw gaa ar talk ta • taefar LAST WEEK? 

(t) Haw aiany fimag tit yaw gaa ar fdik fa a taefar iha WEEK SEFORE 1 .AST? 
Ask for EACH visit to a doctor in last 2 weeks: 

(a) Whara tit yaw fdIk fa tha taefar (tha last fiam« tha fiam balara, ate.)? 

(0 Why tit yaw ga fa (cdll) iha taefar (ihat fima)? 



If *'No ” to Question 20, ask: 



LSTERVIpER: DO NOT COU.NT doctors seen 
while an inpatient in a hospital 



CDYcg^_ _ 

Na. af til 



Place 

Hama ^ At boaie . 

Olt = AtofHce 
Clin. = Outpatient 
Hospital 
Clinic 

Ca. = Comp an;' or 
indug^y 

Tal. = Ovw telephone 
Of. = Other (sp^^UrJ 



1 



0/T 


Purpose 

~ Diag. or treat* 


Nat. 


meni 

“ Pre/post natal 


Gon. 


c?re 

- Gen'l ckeck*up 


i/v 


:: Inanun./Vacc. 


Eya 


“ Bye Hxacn. 


Of. 


(glasses) 

= Oihc. (SsrcJ/rJ 



Na. af tifl 

Pl^e__l _ 

1 

2 



4 

5 

T 

r~l Under 6 mos. 



_□ No 
in Last Week 
:g Ve^ Sefctc 



r~n 6- 12 mos. 



21. ASOUT ly>w long hag if baan ginca yaw hava gaan ar falkat fa a taefar? 



If any children under I? years in household, ask: 

2Z DURING THE FAST 12 MONTHS wag^ (wara--, ate.) fakan ta a taefar far a 

ROUTINE phygicdl axaminatiaiv ikat igj, nat far a parficwlar illnagg kwf far a gawaral chacli*wp? 
if •*Yes,” and more than one child under 17 years, ask: 

(a) Wia wag ihig? 

(k) Any af iha atiar chiltran? 



2X DURING THE FAST 12 MONTHS hag ANYONE in fha family -that it, yaw, yawr— , ate., - racaivat any 
garvicag fram any af fha patgant ligfat an fhSg cart? Flaaga chack •*Yag” ar **Na” far aach ana IlgfatL 

Hand re^KMideot pencil nat card (NHS»HlS*I(a)) 



No. of yeats^ CD Ne'er 






(0*17 yean araacr 
□ Yen □ Na 



♦ (llMl[(»)Sp«cirii.O 
Fetiarriciaa 
OkatctcicSa.1 ar 



Tiacg 



For each ••Yes” box checked ou the card, ask: 

(a) Wha saw fha (specialist)? (Nark (X) for each specialist in person's column.) 

(h) Akawf haw m any tiams tit yaw saa a (specialist) taring tha past 12 Mv-Hitfig (naf caanting 
any visits whila yaw wara in tha haapifal)? 

(c) Did anyana alga gaa a (specialist) taring fha past 12 mar.sSg? 

If ''Yes,” ask: 

(<l) Wile js this? 

(<) Akawf haw ma n y tSamt tit yaw saa a (specialist) during tha past 12 manihg (nat cawnting 
any visits whila yaw wara in fha haspifal)? 

Check the *‘None" hoe for each penon who did not see a specistisC 



If amle ant 17 years old or over, ask: 

2A (o) Did yaw avar sarva in fha Arnwt Farcas af tha Unitat Sfafas? 

If ”Ves,” ask: 

(h) Was any af yawr sarvica ttring a war ar was it paaca-thna aniy? 

If ••War,” ask: 

(c) During which war tit yaw sarva? 

If ••Peacc'^ime only,” ask: 

(t) Was miy af yawr sarvica hafwaon Jwna 27, 1950 ant January 31, 1955? 



Gymecalogiie 



Opht^toalagSax 

0iwlniy#a1iggac 

PsychtaCfisc 

DcMndalagiac 



Oi rh ap e tiai 




C 

E 

T 

T 

IT 

T 



Fttucrisi ar 

amftiM j 



□ Wwe 

I I Fe«. ar aatcr 17 years 

□ Yea S!!* 

□ War I I Peace fame 



□ wwn OKaseaa 

□ Other 



□ Yea ONa 



If 17 years old or over, ask: 

2S. (o) INiot Is ihs hf^st grata yaw oHontot In sdmal? 
(Circle highest grade attended or check •'None”) 

(h) Did you finish iho — grata (yaar)? 



Ask for all persons 17 years old or over: 

3k. (a) Did yau work at any Hma last week or fha waak hafgra? 

If ”No,” ask BOTH 2C(b) ant 2C(ch 

(k) Evan lhawgh yaw tit nat work last waak ar fha wash bafara ta yaw hava a fab or kusinasg? 
(c) Wara yaw laaklng far wath or an layaff fiam a fab? 



27. I^lch af fhasa inoaam giowpg raprasanfs yawr tatdl ca m k inat family incanm far fha past 12 manfhs, that is, yawr*s, yawr--*s, afc.? 
(Show Card H). fncluta inoaam ham .dll aawreat, such as wagas, salarias, rants fiam pcapafty, sacidi sacwrlfy or fstiramawl 
kana f its, kalp ham ralativas, afc. 



INTF.RVIEVER; Eater tke* fatal aMher of hospital izatioas for each persaa horn (^atioas 15 aat 16, or check the ”Noae” box. 
Fill oae liae of Table II far eack sepmaie stay ia the hospital. 



I I Uatcr 17 years 



Elem: 


I 2 3 4 ) 4 7 ■ 


High: 


1234 


Calkger 


1 2 3 4 5+ 




□ M~e 


□ Ye» 


□ Na 



I I Uatcr 17 years 
□ Yes ONa 



□ Yes 

□ Yes 



□ Na 

□ Na 



0 



Total No. of hasp' %“.ioos 

or I I Naae 
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i 



C«L 

ol 



iSL 



Qiic>« 

cioa 

S«. 






OH 

f0¥ 

•v«r 

AT 

ANY 

TMC 

M • 
AkMv 
(f 

? 



-l£}- 



OTc* 



C3Y€% 

C3N« 



□Tc* 

CJN# 



□Yes 

DM* 



DY** 

DM* 



T#fcU I ■ IttKiSSCS. mPAIHHrnTS. AMP IMIUKIiS 



fm Jill ilUesftct 
rffrccs «f Siijwict 

U) U doctm iaUc4 ask: 

4t4 iIm 4«ct«r s«)r it 
«•*? 4i4 WfSv# it • 

(k) If 4mctm islkr^ i«, 

irc«4 «ifiMl cMiy as4 ask 
(4-2) • (4-4) St re^«ic€4. 



F« jTll iajtfict wkick haf»cac4 
LAST WEEK OR THE WEEK 
REFORE. atk: 

•Wt pmf •# iW My M? 
VM IkM •! i»i«iy was it? 
AAytfcSaf wise? 

(Alt«.fi!lTak|r A f« all 
iajwics) 






CAUSE 



If ikr cacfy is CsL (d-1) it 

Aa IMPAIRMENT, 
or 

a SYMPTOM 
or 

ca«r fioa Qvctiioa II or 15. ask: 
WM wmt iIm c9w*9 •!«•.? 



(If **Cautc** is aa iatury. 
also fill Takir A) 






KIMQ 



‘*Cuadifiaa** 

**Oiscat«** 

••Tioofcle** 



For aa> ^ty la Cal. (4-1) or CaL 
(4-2) ikai iacladct ckr words: 
Allrigy* 

Aslkraa 
Cysi 
Cfowik 
Suake* 

Atk: 

VImI kM«l ... St it? 

*For aa alirrgy or tiiake atk: 
Natr 4aat iIm aiUrfy (straka) 



JiiL 



PARTOf iOPY 



Ask oaly far; 

IMPAIRMENTS. ‘‘CURRENT 
IN’IURIES aai PRESENT EFFECTS 
OF “OLD“ 1N‘;UR1£S 
ia4 for: 

Ak«c«>t«t 

AfWt 

asta- 

>wt 
Caaerr 

MrwaaUse 

lafrciM# 

Skaw detail f«: 

Ear m mw • (Qtr m latk) 

Maa4 • teals, face) 

3ack - (Vffrt. miidlr, I**cc) 

Am - (Skmliri. mfyrr, elkuw. lavrf. 

writl. laid: aar m bark) 

Lay - (Hi>. ayfrf. karc. Sawri. aaklc. 
faat; aac ar bark) 





Jf**«*V*a 

fir.:" 

Satet 

Resets 

4r^* 

Veakaess 



TaMa 11 - NOSPITAUZATIONS 




Cal. 


Qaea- 


use YOUR CALENDAR 






Na. 

a« 


Na. 


Yaw sai4 tkat yaw wara la fka 
bast If si Caaca. twica. ate.) 4arSat 
fkataatyaar — 

(STm si jr**^ ** kattrfal 

(Earcr Maik. 4ay sa4 year: if 
esact 4arc aac kaawa. akcaia 

CStlMCC.) 


Na«r mmy 
yaw la laa 


Csaflete fr 
MmdU): 
^aesiiaas. 


•m ^lies ia Calwaas 

•*r. if aac clear ash the 


Far iMmi caa4itiaa 4t4 yaw aatar tha hasgifal — 
4a yaw haaw fha s»a4ic^ aa«a? 


1 

2 

a 

c 


P«* 




haspifal? 

(If esact 
awi^i 

aac 


Hwmwy 
af ikasa 
— .ytts 

■ka taot 

12 

■aaifcs? 


Haw ■say 
af thasa 

wash ar 


Worayaw 
still iafka 
hasgitsi 
last 
Saa4ay 


(If B^ical Mamr aac kaawa. eater resgaa4eat‘s 
4etciipciaa.) 








accefc 

kcM 

esiiMie) 


iha wash 
hafara? 


Wight? 


(Eairy msi show ‘N:sase.“ *‘Kia4.‘* aa4 “Part 
af ha4y“ ia taste 4etail as legaiieJ ia Table f.) 




(a) 


(k) 




(c) 




(4) 


(c) 


(f) 


(s) 


(h) 


1 


















□ Yes 

□ Na 










Moadi 


Day 


Year 


Nights 


Nights 


Nights 




2 


















□ Yes 










Moaik 


Day 


Year 


Nifkes 


Nights 


Nights 


□ Ns 




5 


















□ Yes 
CjNa 










Moaik 


Day 


Ye« 


Nighis 


Nights 


Nights 




4 


















□ Yes 

□ Na 










Moaik 


Day 


Year 


Niikes 


Nights 


'.Nights 





Tahta A- ACaOEMTS AMO NUURItS 


Lias Nou 
ftSB 
Table I 


1. IXaa S4 Ykm scci4sa« hgpgag? 


X At *a fW af*aacd4aat. what gartafXa hair was hart? What hhi4 af iaianr H? /gy«kiaf alaa? 


Year 


Part(t)afMy 


KSa4 af iaiary (iaiaries) 


1 1 






AcciJtat 1 1 
hsggeaei ^ 
last week 
ar week 
hefsre 
roa 1* <t- 


(If 1962. 1965. ar 1964 alsa 

eater aMath): 






Maaih 






X (a) Woa g c«. ft 
(el Was H (sUhe 


iwch. hwa ar athar ■iiar e^lcla lava 
e anal waalwg at tha Haw? ...... 


IMhiAaaccUMthiMrwar? □Yes D Na (Ca »a 0- 

□ Yes (Mwe chaa aae) □ Na 

□ Yes □ N# 


4. (a) Wiasa 4(4 tha occi4oat bapgaa — at haaa at saw* adbar glaaa) 

1. □ At haae (iasiAe hawse) X □ Ac haoK (afiaceai yreasses) 

If “Sm acker gl*cc.** **k: 

(hi What khi4 af glaca was H? 

X □ Street aaJ highway (iaclaJcs taaJway) 4. □ Schaal (iaclaJes achaal gtewises) 

4. □ Fmi 7. □ Place af recrcatiaa sa4 agans. escegc at sc 

5. □ isfastrlal glace (iaclaies greaitaea) X □ OAer rhMctiy ffta gfaca whara acctgaac hag 


□ Saart wber glace 

haal 




X Mara yaw at warh at yawr fsh ae hwaiaatt whan tha acciioBt htgganaJ? 

1. J33 Yes 2- D Na X □ While ia Anne4 Serrires 4. Q Un4er 17 at ciaw; ei jc£i4eat 

latereiewer: Reiiaa la Table 1 aa4 cewglcre the rest af this line. 



FOOTNOTES AND C( 



[NTS 
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ERIC 



LAST WEEK 
M THE 
WEEK 
•EFOIIE 


E)*4 yao li»«a 
ra cal dmmn 
fa# at laacH 
as a 4fl 


Haw 


Oaii.. 
Kkat !**#• 

•aafc 

M«ia4. 


If 6-tC 

ycafsoU 

ask: 

Haw 


Tabla 1 

If ITyis. 
aMoC 
osri ask: 
LAST 
WEEK OR 


- illnesses, imp airment: 

Di4 yaa fiisl aatica ... (4i4 
It kaaaaw) 4ariaf Hia |^l 
3 waaiks ar kalara tkat 
tirnmJ 


. AND INJUPIEi 
If Cot. (k'l)is 
ckecLed ask: 

014 yaa first 
aatka It 4arIof 
ika yast 12 
Masks ar kafara 
tkat tlM? 

(k^) 


To 

iftfar. 

CON- 
TMUE 
if Col. 
(k-l) 
is 

check - 
e<f. or 
ike 
coa^i- 

fiaa 
is aa 

Carl A 
ar is 
aa ta»- 
yair- 
aest; 
other- 
wise, 
STOP 

(aa) 


ABOUT 

kaw May 

It* 

awtM»f 

ika yast 
l2aMtk. 
kas ... 
kayf yaa 
•a ka4 
altar 
Mst al 
•ka 4ay? 

(I) 


If 1 Of 
atf>re 4sys 
la Cat. (1) 


Aik after Ccasptcfisic last 
coaditioa for each persoa. 


i 

e 

a 

Y. 

%> 

.£ 


■aay 

lays 

lU 

ka«a 

•a 

cat 

lawM 

tfariaf 


aal Col- 
(k) is 
klaak Of 
checked 
••.Noae** 

ask: 

Haw May 
al fkasa 
days wara 
dariof 
last weak 
ar ika 
waak 
kalara? 

(ai) 


Plaasa 

laakat 

aack 

St at aw sat 

aa this 
card. 
Tkaa tall 
M wkick 

l.ts yaa 
bast, ta 
tarwa al 
kaalik. 

(Show 
Cards D' 
C, as 
appro- 
priate) 
(a) 


If **r*, 
•*2‘* at 
•*3** im 
Col. (a) 
ask: 

Is ikia 
kacawsa 
al aay 
alika 
caadi- 
tiaas 
yaa kora 
SaldM 
aka at? 

(o) 


If Yes* 
ia Cot. 
(o). 
ask; 

Wkick? 
(Haicf X 
oo tiae 
for each 
coodi- 
itoo 
aaweJ) 

(P) 


kaw *aay 
lays 
124 .. . 

kaaf» yaa 
■a W4 all 
a« a«sl 
al tk« 

In? 

(b) 


4ays 
4M... 
Ua» yaa 
fra« 
sckaal 

LAST 
WEEK OR 
THE 
WEEK 
RE FORE 

(1) 


THE 

week 


CA«ca mmm 


Di4 it start 
(hayyaa) 4ariaa 
ika^sl 2 waaka 
ar kalara ikal 
llrsaT 

(If durisf (<asf 
2 «rcks, ask): 
Wfcick waak, 
last waah, ar 
ikawaak kafara? 

(k.J) 


•t* ilia 
fliiafs «•«; 
wftwalfy dmf 


•EEORE 

bawaMay 

4ays 4i4 
... kaa» 
yaa fraai 
wark? 

(Foe 

fcMalcs 

al4) 

aatca^ait 

lafwark 

ika 

kaasa? 

it) 


ficlwr 

5 

S4«lks 

(Ca 

la 

Cmt. 

(•-*)> 

(k-l) 


(>«i. 

ias 

aas. 

(k-2) 


C/tw€h 


CAacS aaa 


rwa - 
•sail 
pailaJl 

U) 


No 

(Ca 

la 

Caf. 

(c9 


Ye* 

ro 


No 

(Cm 

tm 

Cal. 

(AM 


Yes 

(f-2) 










Days 


...Days 

Of 

□ Xo«c 


..bsys 

or 

□ Xaac 


.^^Days 

Of 






□ Last week 

□ Week kefofc 

□ Before 3 *ks. 


r~l5*l2 EBOOibs 

□ Before 
'^I2MOlks 




..Days 

ar 

□ Naae 


Days 

Of 

□ Noae 




□ Yes 

□ -Na 




I 










Days 


Days 

Of 

ONaac 


Dsys 

Of 

□ Noac 


Days 

af 

□ Na«a 






LJLast *cek 
[J3Weck before 
rn Before 2 wks. 


^3 5-12 MOaibs 
□ Before 
12 aK> 0 tk» 




.^...Days 

Of 

1 1 Noae 


_Days 

Of 

□ .Noae 




□ Yes 

1 1 No 




2 










Days 


Days 

or 

□ -NW 


Days 

Of 

□ N~c 


^.Days 

Of 

□ nw 






□ Last aeek 
i 1 leek before 
1 I Before 2 wks. 


^]5-l2 OMWtks 
rn Be fare 
12 MOlks 




Days 

Of 

□ Noae 


Days 

Of 

□ •Naae 




□ Yes 

□ No 




5 










Days 


Days 

Of 

□ Noac 


..Days 

Of 

□ Naac 


P^y« 

ar 

n.Naac 






□ Las; week 
r~|Week before 
[^Before 2 wks. 


□ 5-l2»aatks 

1 1 Before 
12 Matbs 


. 


...Days 

Of 

1 I None 


Days 

Of 

□ .Noae 




□ Yes 

□ .Vo 




4 










Days 


Days 

Of 

1 1 Naac 


Dsys 

Of 

□ N^ 


P^yr 

ar 

□ Xaa« 






^]Last week 
1 I Week before 
1 iBcfare 2 wks. 


r~l5*l2 taomks 

r~|Befafc 

12 aMtks 




Days 

or 

1 1 Noae 


Days 

ar 

□ .Noae 




□ Yes 
1 1 No 




5 











Ask Cal. (i) - (a) ONLY far cawfleted kasfitalizaiiaaa (**Na** ia Cal* (t» 
AND deliacrv ar aacffatiaa skawa ia Cat, (k) ar Cal. (i) 


ITARLE II - HOSPITALIZATIONS 
Ask far alt kaapicalizaciaas 


Oi 

e 

X 

c 


War# aay aparatisaa 
parlarMd aa yaa dar^ 
•aa fkis atay at ika 
kaspital? 

If ••Yes,** ask: 

(a) Wkat was tka aawa 
•f Ika aparatlaa? 

(k) Aay aWbar apar- 
atiaaa? 

(i) 


Was aay part 
af tka sar- 
•aaa's (dac- 
tar's) kltt 
paid far ky 
aaykiadaf 
lasaiaaca? 

(i) 


If ••Na" ta 
Cal. (f), ask; 

Da yaa 
aapact aay 
af tka aar- 
paaa'a • lac- 
tar's) kill 
•aka paid 
far ky laaar- 
aaco af aay 
klad? 

(k) 


Did (will) 

tka lasar- 
aaco pmf far 
1/2 ar wara 
af tka aar- 
faaa's 
(d^’s) 
kill? 

(I) 


Did (wilt) 

ffco iasar- 

SrS/TL 

aMT# af tka 
saraaaa's 

(dactar's) 

kill? 

(w) 


Wkat Is tka IMM af ika iasar- 
aaca CBwpBay ar ptaa? 

fitwwato to 4»Umtmm ^tmmmrrnr 
mm€ teooMcrk aMcrtto tm trMM 
rpwcoaolow.) 

(a) 


Wkat ia tka aaM aad address af tka Iwspital 
yaa ware ia? 

(four tolt oowa ot Aoroitat. ofroof or AlpAwey 

wt w'AIcA If Im locAfsa, clfy ooW Sfofof It cify 
oof Aaowo, Oafor CO«Mfr.| 

(a) 


a^« aHo 


□ Yes (Ca 
ro Cat. 

(tn 

r~iNa rco to 
Col. W) 


OYes (Co 
to Cot. 
(W 

r~iNa rco t« 
Cot. (oM 


□ Yes (Co 
to Col. 
(wM 

□ Na (Co ro 
Col. f«M 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


□ Yes iasaraace 

Nat iasa«ace fOfcocA mmmi: 

□ Arwed Farces Mrdicaf e 

□ Fiee care 

□ biker (JWoetty ia SrMWaaJ 


Nawe 

Saccr tiiyaadSiaie 

I 


1 


□ Yes OHa 


□ Yes (Co 
to Cot. 
(tM 

DNa rCo to 
4:ol. (k)} 


□ Yes fOo 
to Cot. 
(t)} 

r~iNa rcoto 
Cot. (mn 


□ Yes (Co 
to Cot. 
«aM 

□ Na (Co to 
Col. (m}} 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


□ Yes iasMace 

Nat lasaMce fCAocA mmmU 

Aewed Farces Metiesfe 

□ Ffce cafe 

□ Oakrc nWacitr ia iaoaMfoa) 


Nmc 

tecef jOiy aaJ State 


2 


□ Yes QH# 


□ Yes rCo 
to Cmt. 
it}} 

1 INa (Cm to 
Cot. (un 


□Yes rCo 
to Cot. 
(IM 

r~iNa rcoto 
Cot. (OM 


□ Yes (Co 
to Col. 
(wM 

□ Na (Co to 
Cot. (m}} 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


□ Yes iasaraace 

Kac iasa«ace fCAocA oaa).* 

□ AcBcd Farces Medicafe 
Flee cafe 

□ Oiker (Smmcitr tm tmmtmm*m*i 


Near 

Sifref ^ly aad Siaie 

1 




a 


□ Yes (Co 
to Col. 

Col. (k}} 


□ Yes (Go 
to Cmt. 

(tn 

□Na rCoto 
Cot. (oM 


□ Yes (Co 
to Col. 
(•» 

□ Na fOo fa 
Caf. (m}} 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


t 1 Yes iawaace 

Hat iaaaiiMe fCfcacA oaa): 

□ Arwri Farcea Medicare 
rjFfee care 

□ Oikrr rCaoerfy tm leoaMoa) 


Sis we 

Sam 'jCty aad Seeie 

1 









TAWE • 








Cat 

aawker 

afpes- 

saa(s) 

wiik eye 
cawdi- 

liaaCs) 

repotted 

TsklcI 


(ttEAD TO RC5P0M>£NT) 
Earlier m tka iaiatrlaw yaa 
•aid M akaat yaar aya eiedi 

flaw. Tills Is a laeitsr tf 


Caayaa 1 
saawell 1 
aaaa^ 
ta raad 


Caa yaa saa 
wall aaaaik 
taraaapaisa 
Ika Isaiaras 


Caa yaa saa 
akiacts^ 
■sea, aack 
,as cats 


INTERVIEWER 
ALL "Yes** - Asa 

Colo, (t) oW (h) 


"TCS ta L« 

Caa yaa 
saa wall 


da.UMAMCJ 

Caa yaa saa 
well aaaaik 


INTERV IE TER 

"Yes** ta ke«h Cals, 
(g) aad (k)* STOP 


Haw wwcfc tiaakla Meld 
yee say that yao kara ia 
saaiag — a great da^, 
eaM, ar kardly aay at all? 


spacial iataraai ta tka PiAlic 
Haaltk Sarvica tkis yaar aad 
I fcaoa a#M additleaal 
tiaas akaat it. 


aawapipad 

priat 

wilk 

flassas? 


afpaaplayae 
baaw If tk^ 
aaadaaa 
aaaa^? 


aiaeirp ar 


ALL **Na** - rttt 
Sect. W Swpp. 
DOTH **Tes** aad 
"Na** - Fill 
Sect. A Sapp. 


aaaa^ ta 
stap dbwa? 


fa racafaisa 
a friaad 
welkiap aa 
ikaafliW 
sida af tka 
straat? 


"Na** ta ettker - 
4 at Cal. ro 


(a) 


(k) 


(c) 


(d) 


w 


(0 


it) 


(k) 


(i) 


(t) 




j 


0 0 , 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


0 □ 


□Ycs*s (Cato. r«)k (AM 
Cyt^*•iS*cu BSepp.) 
□Bo* (Sect. A S^) 


□ Tes 

□ Na 


□ □ 


□ YesfSTOF) 

□ NafAeACot.OM 


□ CreMdeal 1 (Fftf 

1 Sect. A 

□ Smsc j 1*P-) 

□ Hefdir say ar Naac (STOF) 




• 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


□ □ 


□Tes*a rcaro.r«)k AM 
□Na’afSeet. 

□ Balk (Sect. A A«p^> 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


□ Yes (STOn 

□ NafAsA Cal.(D) 


□ Crest deal ) (F#ft 

1 gecf. A 

□ Sewe 1 s^) 

□ HatJy say at Near (SrOF) 




- 


i 

□ □ 


□ □ 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


□ YcaVCola.(« A AM 

□ Na's (Sect. WAaaJ 

□ Back rsocf . A Am.) 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


□ Yes 

□ Na 


□ Yes (STOn 

□ NafAeACot.OO 


□ Crcacdcal i (Ffll 

y Sect. A 

□ Sawc ^ 

□ MwBr aay at Naac (STOP) 
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NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY: 



W«ik«fs •»i •Am pMSMs axcaft 
H««sMnv«s OilJr«« 







VISION SUPPLEMENT 



FORM NHS41IS.1(M 

(5-3-e3) 



U.S. OEC’ARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

bureau of the census person 



VISION SUPPLEMENT 

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 



Budget Bureau No, 6a»R620,8; Approval Expires July 15, 1964 



PSU 



Segment 



Serial No. 



Column number of person . 



I I Responded for self 

OR 

Column number of respondent 



Age 



Sample 

B_ 



INTERVIEWER: Coni|p/efe eifber Section A or 6 

Complete Section A (buff Pages 2-6), if; 

(a) Both **Yes*’ and **No** in answer to Columns (c), (d), andj(e) of Table B 

OR 

(b) “Great deal’* or “Some” in answer to Column (j) of Table B. 



Complete Section B (blue Pages 7-10), if: 

“No** in answer to all of Colufjms (c), (d), and (e) of Table B. 



RESPONDENT RULES FOR VISION SUPPLEMENT 

If the person for whom the Vision Supplement is to be completed is an eligible respondent according to the regular eligible respon- 
dent rules, he is to respond for himself. If he is not at home or otherwise not aTailable, make arrangements for a return call to 
interview him. (Two additional calls to contact him may be made.) 

If the person is not an eligible respondent, or is unable to respond for himself because of disability or illness, complete the inters 
view with any eligible respondent for him. 

EXCEPTION TO RESPONDENT RULES FOR VISION SUPPLEMENT 

If the person is an eligible respondent for himself, but definitely is not going to be available for interview at any time during 
interview week, complete the interview with any other eligible respondent for him. In such a case, explain the reason for the 
use of the other respondent in a footnote. 



Footnotes and comments 



RECORD OF RETURN 
CALLS TO COMPLETE 
SUPPLEMENT 



I I None 



Date 



Time 



Com- 

pleted 



Name of interviewer 



Code 



Com- 

pleted 



CONFIDENTIAL - This information is collected for the U.S. Public Health Service under authority of Public Law 652 of the 84th 
Congress (70 Scat. 489; 42 U.S.C. 305). All information which would permit identification .of the individual will be held strictly 
confidential, will be used only by persons engaged in and for the purposes of the survey, and will not be disclosed or released to 
others for any ocher purposes (22 FR 1687). 



USCOMM-OC ttttt p.ta 
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Stcfitn A 


QUESTIONS 


DEFINITIONS 


1g. Did ygur frguklg with ggging cggig gdddgnly gr did it cgm« gtoduollyT 

1 1 Suddenly 
1 1 Grgdumlly 

1 1 Ac birth (Go to Qummtion 7) 


’’Suddenly*' would be either 
iogtonCgneougly or in o very 
ghort cune, usuolly ossocitted 
with on injury. 


b. // **Stiddenty*^ or ^^Gimdumfly,** muk: 

How old wtrg you whgn your troublg with ggging FIRST bgfgn 
to intgrfgro with ygor doily octivitiog, thot it, your worlc, 
rgCrootion. oduegtion. gr traval? 


Age 


’’Dtily occivicieg’* megnt the 
perron*^ utuol octiviciet, 
depending on the oge of the 
perron tc the time. 


i 

(Undmr 17 ~ Go to Qummtion 7) 

1 1 Never interfered (Go to Qummtion 7) 




7/ mge in lb it 17 or over# ggic: 

c# Wgro ygu wgrliinf ot g |gh or botinggg bgfgrg ygu bgfon tg hovg 
trgvhig with ggginf? 

□ Ye. □ No 




2. Whgn wgro yggr oygg Iggt gxgmingd by g ghygiclon 

gyg gpgcioligt? 

1 1 DurinA the pgge 12 moncht Yetro | — ) Never 


If over 12 montht, round to 
neoregc yeor; rouM H yeort 
upword, e.g., ”154** yeoro 
gTOuld be record^ ot ”2** 
ycorg. 


// peroon it woorind gtmmmmm mmik Mm box mnd mmk 36. 

7/ permoa im not woorffid gtmmmmm, mmk: 

3o. At tho prgggnt timo do you uto ony flgggog**thot it, 
grdinory flogggg or opoclol flogggg or lontot? 

1 j.Yeg (Amk 3k) \ \ No (Go to Qummtion 4) 




li **Ymm** ot ii pmnon im wmmring gtmmmmm, mmk: 
b. Whot tygog of flootog do you uto or woor? 

1 1 Ordinory glogget for ditconce ond -for regding 

1 1 Ordinory glotteg for dioconce olone 

1 1 Ordinory gloggeo for reoding olone 

1 1 Speccocleg with ocrong rending oddiciono 

(ouch on bifocolg) 

1 1 Hond nognifying lenoeo 

1 1 Protection glooteg (dork or frooted) 

1 1 Any othgr type (SomcIM 


Mock eoch type repotted. If 
unoble to cloggifv by type, 
iiiork logc box ond deocribe. 


Footnoteg ond cofluneneg 



rORM NH9.HI9.f(¥) PAGE 2 

UtCOMM.DC fgfgg P.gg 






QUESTIONS 


DEFINITIONS 


4. Da yau saa HiinfS «■ li you want loaking Hiraugk o tuba or o gun borrol? 
□ Yea □ No 


Persons with this type of 
visuail defect (‘‘Tunnel 
Vision**) will understand 
the question 


•! y«ur IkmiU* SMinfg d« y»u «v«r us« -tny oids •iHi«r in 
fnttinf nivund tK# h#ue« or in fravoliny o«tfsido ^o houso; such as 
o conoy guido dof, or • yorson with si^f? 

i 1 Ycf. i 1 No (Go to Qummtion 6) 




It MfjJk: 

W Which do you USO? (Mmrk mmeh onm mmntionmd) 

\ 1 A cone (li mmrkmd mmk Qummtion Sb(l) 

1 1 A guide dog (li mmrkmd mmk Qummtion Sb(2) 

i 1 A person with sight 
1 1 Other iSomeiM _ 


It cone ifoedg ooir; 

(1) Hove you over ho«J ony oyociol instructiofio in using or gotting 
orouno with o cone? 

□ Yes QNo 

It iuidm dog umedf mmk: 

(2) Kovo you over hod ony oyociol instructions in travoling with 

guide dego? 

□ Yea ONo 


‘^Special instructions’* neons 
tcoining by o trained instructor 


doa Hove you over hoord of tolking book records? 

1 1 Yes 1 1 No (Ou to Qummtion 7) 


If the supplement person is a 
child y 6a refers to whether the 
respondent CTcr heard of talk- 
ing book records; 6b to whether 
the child is receiTing them* 


IfYmm/* mmk: 

ba At the ofosont tidio ore you getting talking book records of ony kind 
through the moil? 

□ Yes □ No 


7oa Novo you over hod ony instruction in rooding broillo? 

1 1 Yes 1 1 No (Oo to Qummtion S) 




//••roe/» ook; 
ba Conirou rood broillo? 

1 1 Yes r 1 No (Oo to Qummtion S) 


/?"roo/» osk; 

c* At tho piosofit time oro you roodlng books In broillo? 

1 1 Yes n No 


Footabtes sad conoBeots 



woim MMfcMIt-ltk) PAGE- 3 USCOMM»OC mtt P-«» 



QUESTIONS 




DEFINITIONS 


to* During on ovorogo wook, obout how mony hours do you spond 

wotching or 1 intoning to tolovition? 

1 1 Don*t watch or listen (Go to Quootion 9) 


No. of hours 


If answer is not reported in hours, 
convert to hours. '*An average 
week** is whatever the person 
considers to be a typical week. 


U some hours repotted, mak: 

b.Whon you oro wotching tolovision, how cloao to tho acroon do you 


No. of feet 
(A pproximately) 


If the answer is ‘‘Quite close** 
or something similar, ask about 
how many feer that would be. 


1 1 Only listen 


9. During on ovorogo wook, obout how mony houra do you spond 


No. of hours 


If answer is nor reported in hours, 
convert ro hours. '‘An average 
week** is whatever the person 
considers ro be a typical week. 


1 1 Don*r listen 


lOo. During on ovorogo wook, obout how mony houra do you apond rooding 


No. of hours 
"Co ro Quiotlon 11) 


Include printed books, books in 
braille and recorded books. Do 
nor include rime spent reading 
comic books, magazines or news- 
papers. 

If answer is nor reported in 
hours, convert ro hours. 


1 1 None (Amk lOb) ( 


11 ••None/* mmk: 

b. la this bocouao of your froublo with aooing? 

1 1 /es □ No 


11* Do you ottond ony achool or toko ony couraoa? 

1 1 Yes □ No 


Include correspondence courses 
and nighr school. Report ^ 
students on summer vacation 
as “Yes.** 


INTERVIEWER, MARK ONE BOX. 

1 1 person is under 17 years of age (Skip to Qumotion 20) 

( 1 Person is 17 years old or over fConetnua with Qummtton 12) 




12. Bocouao' of your troublo with aooing hovo you ovor hod ony apociol 
vocotionol or job troining? 

1 1 Yes □ No 


Training received through any 
formal program designed ro 
aid or rehabilirare persona 
with visual defects. 


13o. Do you hovo o job or buainoaa? 

1 — 1 Yes □ No (Go to Qumotion 14) 


Accept the person's answers 
ro Questions 13b and c without 
probing. 

Examples: Farmer, aeamsrresa, 
sales clerk. 

Examples: Farm, dress mani^ 
factoring, candy and tobacco 
stand. 


It "Yea," aak; 

b*Whot kind of work oio you doing? 


Occupation 


c.Whot kind of buainoaa or industry ia thia? 


Industry 


d. Class of worker: (Mmtk one box) \H not indicated by entriea 
in (b) and (c), aak additional queationa. 

1 — 1 Privare - paid (works for private concern) 

1 { Own (owns or shares ownership in own business) 

1 1 Federal Govemmenr 

1 { Govemmenr - other rhan Federal 

1 1 Non-paid (works only for room and board, etc.) 




o.On tho wholo, would you soy you oro voiy sotisfiod with your proaont 
job, fairly aotiafiod or not aotiafiod of oil? 

1 1 Very satisfied 

1 1 Fairly sariafied 

1 1 Nc^ satisfied ar all 


Mark rhe box for rhe ataremenr 
most nearly corresponding ro 
rhe personas answer. 


Footnotes and comments 



FORM NHS-HtS.l(b) 



PAGE .4 



uacOMMaOC Islu P*«a 



QUESTIONS 


DEFINITIONS 


14o« On th« ovnrag*^ obeut hew many hours o week do you spend visiting 
with friends# either in your home or theirs? 


No. of hours 


Include time spent in physical 
visits only, not telephone 
conversations. 


1 1 Don't visit 


If answer is not in hours, 
convert to hours. 


b. Hos your trouble with seeing mddo any difference ot oil in how 
often you get together with friends? 

□ Yes □ No 




I5a. Do you bolong to any clubs or organizations? 

□ Yes rxsfc 1 1 No (A»k ISc) 


Include any social, civic, 
fraternal, or religious organiza- 
tions. 


U **Ye%** to QueMtion 15m, m%k: 

bo Hos your trouble with seeing made ony difference ot oil in your 
octivity in clubs or ergonixotions? 

1 1 Yes □ No 




If to Question 15a, msk: 

Co Is this becouse of your trouble with seeing? 
□ Yes □ No 




16. Do you go to stoios to do any shopping for yoursolf or your household? 

□ Yes □ No 


Either alone or with someone 
else. 


7/ person Uvea with related membeffe^# akip to Queation IB* 

If peraon doea not Uve with any related membet(a), aak: 
l7o* Do you hove any relotivos who live within ten miles of your heme? 

□ Yes □ No 




b* About how often do you visit with your rolotivesg oithor In your 
horgo or thoirs? 

1 1 Every dey 

1 1 At least once a week 

1 1 At least once a month 

1 1 Other rsoacl/y) 


Co Do you own your own homo« ront or boord? 

1 1 Owns Q] Boards 

1 1 Rents 1 1 Other fSomcllv) 


17c refers to sample unit, 
i.e*, person's present 
living quarters. 


IS* How long hovo you livod ot your present oddress? 
1 1 Less than a- year 

1 1 One year but less than two 

1 1 Two years but less than five 

1 ! Five years but less than ten 

1 1 Ten year* or over 




Footnotes and comments 



form NMS-HIS-l(b) PAGE S USCOMM-DC llitt 



QUESTIONS 



19* How long hovo yog livod In. 



(City or town) 

I I Less than a year 
I I One year but less than two 
I I Two years but less tlian five 
I I Five years but less than ten 
I I Ten years or over 



(this oroo)? 



20. Bocouso of your troublo with sooing, oro you prosontly rocoiving 
ony finonciol holp or other sorvicos from public or privoto ogoncios? 



DEFINITIONS 



Insert nsme of city or town < 
if in rural area, substitute 
••this area," 



□ Yes 



□ No 



Include sll types of services, 
such as, aid in shopping, 
receipt of free recorded 
books, etc. 



Footnotes and comments 



FORM NHS.H IS. 1(b) (S.S.OS) 



PAGE 6 



USCOMM.DC 1S1SS P*fS 
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Soetion ft 


QUESTIONS 


DEFINITIONS 


1. Can yau ••• wal! anough to tall if • light i. on or off? 

O <es □ No 




2o. Did your troublo with sooing como suddonly or did it como groduolly? 
1 1 Suddenly 

1 1 Gradually 

1 1 At birth (Skip to Quewtlon 5) 


’’Suddenly** would be either in- 
stantaneously Of in a very short 
time, usually associated with 
an injury. 


It **Suddenly** or **Grsduslly,** ask: 

b. How old woro you whon your troublo with sooing FIRST bogon 
to intorforo with your doily oetivitios, that is, your work, 


Age (years) 


’’Daily activities** means the 
person*s usual activities, 
depending on the age of the 
person at the time. 




// sge in Question 2b is: 
under go to Queatiob J; 

77 or ovOTg akip to Question 4; 
6^76g akip to Question S* 











7/ in Question 2b is under 6, sskt 



3o. Coul4 you soo anything bosidos light whon you woro on infont? 
I — I Yes Q No (Skip to Qu««f/on 5) 

li •^Yes/* sak: 

b. Do you romombor sooing colors? 

□ Yes □ No 

€. Do you romombor sooing moving obfocts or pooplo*s footuros? 

□ Yes □ No 

(Skip to Qummtlon 5) 

lit age in Question 2b is 17 or ovor» sak: 

4, Woro you working ot o job or businoss boforo you bogon to 
ho VO troublo with sooing? 



□ Yes □ No 



5. Whon worO your oyos lost okominod by o physicion oyo 
spociolist? 

I I During the past 12 months Years 



Footnotes and comments 
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QUESTIONS 


DEFINITIONS 


4o« B«cous« of ytur froubit •••ingi do you tvor uso any oids oithor in 
getting oroond the house or in trovoltng outside the house; such os 
0 cone, guide deg, or o person with sight? 

1 \ Yes 1 \ No (Go to Question 7) 


“Special instructions*’ means 
training by a trained instructor. 


n ••Yea,** ask: 

b. Which do you use? (Mark aach one mentioned) 

\ \ A cane (It marked, aek Queetion 6b(D) 

\ \ A guide dog (It marked, aek Queetion 6b(2)) 

1 1 A person with sight 

\ \ Other CSoacitv) ^ 


If cane used, aak: 

(1) Hove vou ever hod ony speciol instructions in using or getting 
oround with o cone? 

□ Yes □ No 

7/ guide dog used, aak: 

(2) Hove you ever hod any special instructions in traveling with 
guide dogs? 

□ Yes □ No 


7o. Hove you ever heord of talking book records? 

1 { Yes 1 1 No (Go to Queetion 8) 


If the supplement person is a 
child, 7a refers to whether the 
respondent ever heard of talking 
book records; 7b to whether the 
child is receiving them. 


If ••Yea,** aak: 

b* At the present time ore you getting talking book records of any kind 
through the moil? 

1 1 Yes □ No 


8o. Hove you ever hod any instructions In reading braille? 

1 \ Yes 1 1 No (Go to Queetion 9) 




If **Yea,** aak: 
b. Con you rood braille? 

\ \ Yes \ \ No (Go to Queetion 9) 


If ••Yea,** aak: 

c. At the present time are you reading books in braille? 
□ Yes □ No 


9* During an average week, about how many hours do you spend 


No. of hours 


“An average week** is what- 
ever the person considers to 
be a typical week. 

Include books in braille, 
recorded books and printed 
books read by or to the person, 
but not including magazines 
or newspapers; If answer not 
reported in hours, convert to 
hours. 


r~n None 




10. During on average week, about how many hours do you spend 

listening to the radio or television? 

Don*t listen 


No of hours 


If answer not reported 
in hours, convert to hours. 


Footnotes end comments 
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QUESTIONS 


DEFINITIONS 


11« D« ypu mmy scIimI «r t«k« «ny CMirs«s? 

□ Yes □ No 


Jnclu^ correspondence courses 
and night schtwl. Report 
students oo sumaier vacation 
as ••Yes.** 


iNTERVJEWER, MARK ONE BOX. 

Person is under 17 years of age (Skip to Quomtion 70} 

|~1 Person is 17 years old or over (Contlnuo with Quoo'ilon 17) 




12o Bncnuso of your troukin with snnir:f hnvn you nvnr hod nny sgocini 
vncntinnol nr {ok ffnininf? 

□ Ves □ No 


Training received through any 
formal program designed to 
aid or rehabilitate persons 
with visual defects. 


l3n. Dn you hnvn • {nk or kusinossV 

1 1 Yes 1 1 No rCo to Quomtion 14) 


Accept the persoo*s answers 
to Questions 13b and c without 
probing. 


U M9k: 

ko Whnt kind of work nrn you doing? •••••••••• 


Occupation 


Ezamples: Farmer, seamstress, 
sales clerk. 


c. Whnt kind of kooinoss or industry is this? • • • • • 


Industry 


Examples: Farm, dress manth> 
factoring, candy and tobacco 
stand. 


do Class woikeR (Xsik ono box) it not indicstod by onfri es 
in (b) msi (c), mmk mdditionmt qaemtionm. 

\ 1 Privote - paid (works for private concern) 

1 1 Own (owns or shares ownership in own business) 

1 1 Federal (^venunent 

1 1 Govemaent - ether than federal 

1 1 Non-paid (woiks only for room and boofd» etc.) 


% 


Oo On tho wholo# would you soy you oro voiy sotisfiod with your pfosont 
iok« fairly sotisfiod or not iotisfiod ot oil? 

1 1 Very satisfied 

1 1 Fairiy satisfied 

1 1 Not satisfied at all 


Mark the box for the stateaient 
most nearly correspondirrg to 
the persoo*s answer. 


Noo of boots 

Idoo On tho ovorsfo* okout how smny hours o wook do you spond visiting 

with frionds* olthsr in your honm or llioirs? •••••••••••••••••• 

1 1 Don*t visit 


Include time spent io physical 
visits only, nut telephone 
ccivetsatioos. 


k. Hos yofjr trouklo with sooing s^tdo ony diffarsneo ot oil in how 
offon you got tagathar with trionus? 

□ Yes ^No 


1S«. 0* ymi 0 kalwif to any eluki -x •/■Misatians? 
1 1 Yes (Amk tSh/ □ No (Amk tSe) 


Include any social, civic, 
f vernal, or religious orgaoiza* 
tioos. 


It **Yem ** io Quemtion ISsg oskr 

k. Hos your trouido with sooing swdo ony diffarsneo ot oil in your 
octivity in cluks or organizotions? 

□ Yes □ No 


It "iVo** to Question i5o« oak; 

Ca Is this kocouso of your trouklo wiii sooing? 
□ Yes □ No 


Footnotes and comments 
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1 QUESTIONS 


•DEHNITIONS 


□ Yet □ No 


else. 


H pmrmon tir^m with nimtmd mmnhef(9), mkip to Quemtion !$• 

* 'U pmnon doom not tirm with mny tmimtmd atmmSmt(m), mmk: 

17«. Om ymt hmv mny wli# liv« wiHiiii fn mil«s mi ymme hmmm? 

□ Yes □ No 




k AU«t how oftM 4» yow vitit with your rolotivot, oithor in your 
Imm or flioirs? 

□ Every day 
1 1 At least ooce a week 

1 1 At least ooce a mooth 


c. Do you own your own hoao, runt or boord? 
r~1 Owns □ Boards 

r~1 Rents □ Other (SpmcHy) 


17c refers to sasqile unit, 
i.e., person's present 
living quarcersw 


1$. How Uof hmmm ymn livod at yaof peasant addiass? 

1 1 Less thao a year 

1 1 Ooe year kot less thao two 

1 1 Two years but less than five 

rn Five years but less thao teo 
1 1 Teo years or over 




Tf. Haw laof have ya« livad io.^ (this aiaa)? 

, rCIfr or town} 

i 1 Less than a year 
* 5 Oa«c year b«k lc.^s than two 

! 1 Two years ^ur less than five 

1 1 Five years bm lessthan ten 

1 1 Teo years or over 


loseit name of city or town — 
if in rural area, substitute 
"thU area:* 


30. Docouoo of ‘JOur troublo with sooing, oro you yrosontly focoiving 

ony finonciol kolg or othor sorvicot frooi guhlle or grluolo ogoncios? 

□ Yes QNo 


such as, aid in sbopoins, 
receipt of free recoroed 
books, etc. 


Footnotes and coauaents 
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OUTUNE OF REPORT SERIES FOR VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS 
Public Health Service Publication No. 1000 



Series I. 



Series 2. 



Series 3. 



Series 4. 



Series 10. 



Series IL 



Series 12. 



Series 13. 



Series 20. 



Series 21. 



Series 22. 



1’roiinuHS and coHectton pruct'dut i s.— \<vp<iny^ which dcscriln? thcj;cnfraiprograniii of the Nathjnal 
( enter for Health Slati.-!,tic> anJ it.-. >>ifk vs anJ divisions, data collection method* used, definitions, 
and other material nece.-t.*ary for unJer*t.,invlin»i the data, 

I/ata euiluation and methiMis /escurr/t.— Studies of new statistical methfjdology including: experi- 
mental tests of new .-turvey meth<>Js, ntudies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical 
techniques, objective evaluation* of reliability of cjjllected data, contributi(jns to statistical theory. 

.Analytical sh/d/es.— Rejxjrts presenting analytical or interpretive studies Itased on vital and health 
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series. 



Documents and committee reports . — Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and 
health statistics, and documents such a.s recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth 
and death certificates. 

Data from the Health Interview Suriey . — Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use of 
hospital, medical, dental, andother services, and other health-related topics, based on data collected 
in a continuing national household interview survey. 



Data from the Health Examination Surrey.— Data from direct examination, testing, and measure- 
ment of national sample* of the population provide the basis for two types of reports: (1) estimates 
of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United States and the distributions of 
the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological characteristics; and (2) 
analysis of relationships among the various mea.surements without reference to an explicit finite 

universe of persons. 



Data from the InstiUitional Poputation Sure eys.— Statistics relating to the health characteristics of 
persons in institutions, and on medical, nursing, arid personal care received, based on national 
samples of establishments providing these services and samp;ea of the residents or patients. 

Data from the Hospital Discharge Survey . — Statistics relating to discharged patients in short-stay 
hospitals, based on a sample of patient records in a national sample of hospitals. 

Data on mortality.— Various statistics on mortality other than a* included in annual or monthly 
repi>rt.s — special analyse* by cause of death, a.ge, andother demographic variables, also geographic 
and time series analyses. 



Data on natality, marriage, atul divorce. — Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other 
than as included in annual or monthly reports— special analyse* by demographic variables, also 
'ei>graphic and time series analyses, studies nf fertility. 

Data from the National Xataiity and Mortality Surveys . — Statistics on characteristics of births and 
death* not ava.laWc from the vital records, based on sample surveys stemming from these records, 
including sucii topic* as mortality by sf>ei‘X’Cononiic class, medical experience in the last jear of 
life, characteristics of pregnancy, etc. 



For 



list of titles of reports publi.sh<.'d in these sorie.^;, write to: 



Office of Information 
N.itif)nai Center for Health Statistics 
f.S. Public ikaith Service 
Washington, D.C. 202U1 



